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- FAMILY OF MOURTRAY. 


e 


TEE! Family. of Mourtray had for a wi 
succession of ages been settled at Downton 
Hall, in one of the western counties of Eng- 
land: the estate annexed to this seat, though 
not of the first rate, had once been con- 
siderable enough to give consequence to its . 


possessors, and no small influence in the 


county ; but, by the diminution it had suf- 
fered during the civil wars, when part of it 
had been sold in support of the royal cause, 
this family had fallen from q ancient splen- 5 
dour; although it still retained, more by 


courtesy than right, a degree of distinction | 
0 * | BD 
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amongst the neighbouring gentry, dem | 
allowed to persons of decayed fortunes. i 
The name of Mourtray, too, had not wholly | 
Iost its influence amongst the old inhabitants 
doof the county in the middling class; for they 
5 knew, by tradition, that this family had k 
ever been the friends and protectors of their 
ancestors, and that want of means alone 
curtailed its natural munificence. ; 


Six hundred 2 STI was all that remained 

of the Downton estate; yet this small in- j 
come had sufficed to enable some genera- | 
tions to live with ease and hospitality, till 
the immense influx of wealth which has 
poured into this kingdom of late years, add- : 
ed to the rapid progress of luxury; the rise 
of. every article of life, and the increase of | 
taxes, rendered it, at the period when this| 
history commences, barely adequate to keep 

up the appearance of gentility. 
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Its present owner (originally a younger | 
brother) had passed his youth in the ar- 
my, where he had found his slender ee 
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| barely adequate to keep up 1 the appear 
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ey Its Preben owner (originally a younger 
0 [ brother), had paſſed his youth i mn. the. ar- 
my, where he had found his flender 


$ finances no ſmall obſtacle to. preferment ; 4 - 
therefore, when, by the death of his, el- 
der brother, the eſtate devolved upon 
him, he was glad, as ſoon as peace, Was 
concluded, that he could quit a profeſ-_ 
Fon with which he had long been diſ. 


: . ouſted. 5 Ep 5 
till ID Bret. 38 Rs 
has 
ad. His next Gd was 10 marry a young, 
 Wady of very ſmall fortune, with whom he 
p 1 ad formed an attachment when Both.” 
ge Frere extremely young : with her he re- = > ER 
> £1249] Plved to retire to Downton, and follow. 
keep 


e good old cuſtom of his 1 
Y Og entirely i in the country. 
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previous to her marriage, had been very 


uncomfortable, poverty . having obliged 


her to accept an aſylum from a croſs old 


uncle; and ſhe did not confider the pro- 


tection he afforded her as an adequate 


compenſation for the weariſome attend- 


- ance he exacted. Many years had thus | 
paſſed, and ſhe had the mortification to 


ſee her bloom begin to fade, with little 


or no proſpect of happier days, as nei- 


ther her own, nor her lover's circum- 
RO, permitted their union. 


When this at wa * place, ſhe 


was ſo happy to become the wife of the 
man ſhe adored, to leave her tireſome old 


uncle, and have a houſe and will of her 
own, that ſhe conceived it impoſſible ſhe 


ſhould ever wiſh the leaſt change in her 
ſituation. Mourtray's plan had, beſides, 
the advantage of novelty ; for hitherto ſhe 


had chiefly reſided in London, where ſhe 
had been in the habit of attending all the 


5 public. amuſements, becauſe her uncle, 


who 


| 5 


4 


who loved the world, choſe to drag her 
about with him, whether agreeable to 
her or not: no wonder, therefore, that 
ſhe ſhould have been furfeited with them, 
or that her imagination ſhould picture to 
itſelf infinite delight in the quiet of the 
country, in its rural amuſements, and in 
the joy of nn pure air. E 
It was the gayeſt ſeaſon of the year, 
when Mrs. Mourtray, after a pleaſant 
journey, firſt beheld her new habitation, 


ſituated in the midſt of verdant downs, 
but which for many miles preſented no 
bother diverſity of ſcenery, than occaſion- 
r ally a peep into the vale below, where à 
e few ſmall hamlets were thinly ſcattered. 
The uniformity of the downs being only 
broken by a narrow ſtrip, or patch, of 
arable land here and there, and by ſome 
ſtraggling clumps of firs .perched on 


ſerve as beacons, than to ornament” the. 5 
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Yet even this tame . ap 


charming to Mrs. Mourtray ; and though 


Downton could not boaſt of many local 
beauties, the marks it exhibited of ſupe- 


rior cultivation to the adjacent country, 


ſtamped it with an air of diſtinction, 


which prepolleſſed her i in its fxvonr at the i 
firſt glance. 1 
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But far ſhort was ber delight to that of 
Mr. Mourtray ; for, connected with the 
poſſeſſion of Downton, w wore a thouſand 


* 5 


agreeable ideas, ot love, uverty, and m- 


dependence; with the recollection of his 


boyiſh days, of his grandfather's relations, 


of the ancient ſplendour of the family, 


and of various little plans of improve- 
ment that he had ſecretly meditated, if 
he ever were ſo happy to call his own, 
- the two objects neareſt to his neart, his f 


1 . 5 lte and his native place. | 
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ihe Marat? Aena . ſh frame of 1 
all of catching a a 


wind, Te could not 
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| N By her huſband's partiality to 
Downton, though ſhe was ſomewhat 
ſtartled at the ruinous ſtate of the houſe, 


ſcarcely be called a diſadvantage, as it 
denoted its antiquity ; ſhe was as-caſily 
perſuaded, that the paddock of thirty 
acres of neglected meadow land, had a 
very. park- like appearance, and that a 
ſmall plantation of firs and evergreens, 
S M. terminating in a kitchen- garden incloſed 
4 within mud walls, was full as delightful 


as the moſt celebrated pleaſure- grounds 
is in the kingdom. A copſe that bounded 
8, WM their domain, which in reality was pret- 


ty, and perhaps appeared the more fo, 
becauſe it was the only thing like a wood | 

| that could be ſeen for miles, was viewed 1 

by both with 2 rapture. | 
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| . as the romance nf 8 aoconds 5 — 
ing to the natural courſe of. things, gra- 
of AY} dually declines; — for there is little to keep mo 


till Mr. Mourtray aſſured her this could 


: up its energy in the uneventful tea 1 3 
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domeſtic life,—inſenſibly the charms of 


Downton began to fade, particularly in 
the opinion of Mrs. Mourtray; and the 
increaſe of the family produced new 
Wants and deſires. 


J 8 Rill mic 4 and perhaps thought, 


he would not exchange it for the nobleſt 
ſeat in England ; he allowed, however, 


it was a pity he had not a little money to 


beſtow upon it, for certainly the houſe 
wanted many repairs ; and though he did 
not wiſh to give it a modern appearance, 


and {till leſs to fit it up like a citizen's 


villa, jt would not be amiſs if the apart- 


ments could be rendered more comfort- 
able, and be furniſhed in a ſtyle ſuitable 
to the hui 


at preſent, he muſt own, they looked ra- 
ther forlorn and i | 


84 
. 42 


But theſe regrets alben pes his 
Nunleſs in very gloomy weather, or 
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building. The grounds, too, he 
_ thought capable of much improvement ; ; 
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9 
when ſomething had gone wrong in his 


farm: with an excellent underſtanding he 
poſſeſſed great equanimity of temper, 


and a quiet unconcernedneſs of mind, 
vrhich made him rather inſenſible to ſlight 


inconveniences, little ſolicitous about 


trifles, and in general diſpoſed to be ſa- 


tisfied with every thing about him. His 


paſſions were not eaſily rouſed, but what- 


ever obje& animated them invariably 


retained its hold ; hence, after marriage, 


though he diſcovered Mrs. Mourtray was. 


Y not exactly what he had painted her in 


his youthful imagination, he continued. 


moſt tenderly attached to. her, when he 
| had ceaſed being in love. 


» AX 


Jo of agriculture, of which he un- 
derſtood the theory far better than the 


practical part; fond of elegant literature, 


and fond of muſic; he had a perpetual I 


fund of amuſement i in himſelf. c 
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too faſtidious to aſſociate with thoſe of his 


ſpond; or with others, whoſe pleaſures 


ſcanty fortune, would by no means have 


taſte; his ſociety was extremely confined ; 


10 | 
Too proud to ſeek ſociety with the 
great, from whom he would not receive 


favours that his narrow income precluded. 
him from the poſſibility of returning; and 
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neighbours, who were rude and illiterate, 
with whom his feelings could not corre- 
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conſiſted in purſuits repugnant to his | 


and he habituated himſelf to live as much 
as poſſible concentred in his family. His 
excurſions ſeldom extended beyond his 
farm; and as he diſliked the diverſions Þ 
of the field, he was ſpared the expenſe of | 
either dogs or horſes. 


Mrs. Mourtray, although ſhe perfectly 
concurred with him in lamenting their 
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agreed with him in the mode of ſpending . 
a larger one. She thought money might 
be far better employed than in repairing 
an old manſion ſeated | in à wilderneſs, or 
| in 


! 


U 4 : 
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in improving grounds which nobody ever 
fſaw. The want of a carriage was one 
I of the grievances ſhe moſt ſeverely felt, 
© | recollecting that, during her youth, ſhe 
had the command of Hom uncle's; and 
though, immediately after her marriage, 
ſhe had been perfectly ſatisfied with a 
whiſky, drawn by an old blind horſe; 
and perhaps would have been equally ſo 
in a covered cart, with her huſband by 
her ſide ; yet, in a ſhort time, ſhe longed. 
for a more commodious vehicle, and 
1 would often ſay, if ſhe had but a poſt- 


* 1 | chaiſe, ſhe ſhould be completely happy. 
f A pair of decent ſtrong horſes would (as 
ſhe obſerved) not only do for farm work, 
but might occaſionally be put into har- 
y WW neſs; and then they could ſometimes 
ir make little trips from home, if only to 
e amuſe the children; theſe and a ſecond- 
18 hand chaiſe would coſt a mere trifle, and 
ht thus the Treary winter would be far more 
ag MW bearable, and they ſhould not ne be 


cooped up at home. 
AC Mourtvigh 
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Mourtray's uſual reply to theſe and 
ſimilar nen was a ITAL: * 
ſhake of his head. 


Trifling concerns were matters of im- 
portance with her, whilſt thoſe of real 
conſequence ſeemed only to glide over 
her mind; ſhe was in a perpetual hurry 
and buſtle about nothing at all, being in- 
capable of attending to any ſerious 6ccu- 


manners uncommenly young of her age 3 
hence when love ceaſed to be the princi- 
pal end of her exiſtence, ſhe felt with 
increaſing impatience the want of ſoci- 
ety, and they being excluded from thoſe 
amuſements, which ſhe believed herſelf | 
Juſt as calculated to enjoy, as in the 
ſpring of life. Thoſe accompliſhments 
that ſhe once poſſeſſed; and which had 


* 


; "Her temper, diſpoſition, and inclina- 
tions, were exactly the reverſe of his. 


pation. Enjoying excellent health, with 
a large flow of ſpirits, ſhe was in her 


; full as much ſhare as her beauty in win- k 
& | Fog | | . 6 ning $ 


* 


ning her huſband's heart, ſhe had long | 
5 neglected; ( talents,” as ſhe faid, 4 being 


waſted i in a deſart. ” Good natured and 


well meaning, ſhe ſeldom acted wrong, 


becauſe ſhe had no temptation to do ſo; 
elſe ſhe had ſo little command over her- 


J | ſelf, that ſhe would have been i in danger 


of erring, though ſhe deteſted vice. Ac? 


cuſtomed by Mourtray to be treated like 
a ſpoiled child, ſhe frequently gave way, 


on very trivial occafions, to unavailing 


'Y repinings; but, partly from the habit of 


hearing them, and partly from the pecu- 
liar frame of his temper, though they 
ſometimes teazed for a moment, they 
gave him no material diſturbance. 
Every Mets cg year; : however, 
ſtrengthened her motives of difcontent, 


and even in ſome meaſure robbed him of 
his tranquillity ; ; for every ſucceeding 


year, the narrowneſs of their income F 
became more keenly felt. A large fa- 


5 1 of children embarraſſed ker only 
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14 
for the time preſent, whilſt Sis anxiety 
in this reſpect eee the future. 


maturity; a ſon and daughter. The edu- 


being attended with a heavy expenſe ; 
but Mourtray having had an excellent 


one himſelf, conſidered it as the moſt 


eſtimable of all advantages; and he cur- 
neceſſaries, —in his family, firſt to place 
his ſon Henry at Wincheſter College, 


and afterwards to maintain him decently 
at Oxford. | 


profit by them. Perhaps his mother 


her 


But death in . es this. 
numerous family, and only two attained 


cation of the former could not fail of 


tailed many little luxuries, and even ſome 


He was a wild lively youth, and 
though not abſolutely ungrateful to his 
father for the ſacrifices he made for his 
benefit, he was too averſe to ſtudy to 


might in ſome meaſure have contributed 
to this indolence ; ; he had always been 


Eon ae. avid.” 8 


hs 6 


I 
o , LIC IL ²Ü¹--᷑̃]— ER ES BE TERS r 

> 8 r y Go te i REC na INCA 1 We 
7 r 2 3 . j 
=> = 

* 


33 
INS 2 my * 5 = Wh; 


. 2 : 
- N 2 WT, r r PRESS 3. o 2 . N 2 8 Bo 
JJ oo one es ⁵˙¹¹AA ²˙ wm et 
7 2 - D WE 3 ** 


15 5 
her e at home ſhe never ſuffered 

him to be contradicted, unleſs when he 
oppoſed her will; and ſhe often hinted, 
that ſhe ſaw no reaſon why he ſhould be 
hurried into any profeſſion, as Downton 
one day muſt belong to him: this ſtrange. 


language was the more indiſcreet, as ſhe 
knew by experience that it was inade- 


quate to the ſupply of her own: wants. 
Henry, howeyer, ſoon had ſufficient ſenſe 
to fee the neceſſity of doing ſomething, 

and he ue to ſtudy the law. 


Moustray himſelf „ 5 educa- 
tion of his daughter, ſenſible that he was 
qualified for the taſk; for during that 


period of his life which he had paſſed in 
the army, inſtead of entering into ſcenes 
of riot and diſſipation, as did 'many of 


his companions, he devoted all his leiſure 
time to literary purſuits, and to the culti- 


vation of his taſte for muſic. He, there- 


fore, played in a ſuperior ſtyle on ſeveral 


inſtruments, had read a great deal, wrote 
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both correftly and elegantly, and, having 


an excellent memory, Emma became un- 


der his tuition highly accompliſhed : ſhe 


had indeed ſuch an aptitude for learning, 
that what he had undertaken from prin- 
ciple and neceſſity, he purſued from in- 
clination. But the information ſhe re- 


ceived was very different from that ac- 


quired by the frivolous and very expen- 
five education in faſhion. Mourtray s firſt 
object was to inſtil into her tender mind, 
clear and ſound notions of religion and 
morality ; and his ſecond, to enrich it 


with uſeful and elegant knowledge. Fond 


even as he was of muſic, he would not 


ſuffer her to devote too much time to it, 


ſo as to neglect more important acquiſi- 
tions ; nevertheleſs, with her own genius 
and application, and his inſtructions, ſhe 
ane a very tolerable proficient. 


— 


Chance, too, befriended es eager deſire h 
of further improvement, particularly in 
regard to languages; for an emigrant 
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3 French pedal happened to wane to a 
XZ ſmall market-town, only two miles from. 
z Döwnton: he was a man of letters, 
XZ ſpoke and wrote his own language with 
che utmoſt purity, and perfectly under- 
FX ſtood all its refinements ; he had likewiſe 
a thorough knowledge of geography, 
hiſtory, and natural philoſophy, with n no 
inconſiderable ill in drawing. 


The A indigence to hh he 
was reduced, obliged him to try and gain - 
his livelihood by teaching French; but in 


ſuch an inſignificant place, ſo few perſons | 


had either inclination or ability to pay the 
very ſmall recompenſe he required for his 


pains, that the poor man would probably 
have ſtarved, had not Mourtray engaged 


him to give his daughter leſſons ; and M. 
Du Maſſon was too happy, to acquire 
ſuch a charming and intelligent little 


ga : 


— 


| 1 18 
From the time of his firſt introduction, 4 
he walked daily to Downton ; his pay I 1 
indeed was inconſiderable, but he fre- 
quently was invited to dinner, which in 
his circumſtances was very convenient; 
and as the family became better ac- 

Juainted with him, he was ſometimes 
requeſted to paſs the night there, and 
even to ſtay ſeveral days when the wea- 
ther was bad. It may eaſily be ima- 

Wl gined, that Emma derived no ſmall ad- 
| | vantage from theſe viſits. 
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1 Dancing was the only 8 1 

| 1 that neither of her preceptors were qua- I 

|! lified to teach; and probably he would | 

ö ill not have acquired this in her childhood, 
| 


but for the following circumſtance. 


| (! | About three alia from — there | 
1 was a magnificent place called Wilming- 7 * 
| al U 5 Jon Park, belonging to a nobleman, who, 
\ 1 on Mourtray's ſettling at Downton, came 
to ſee him; and ſince that perio $annual 
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vifits had been interchanged between 
them, though always with the® utmoſt 
formality, and often without their meet- | 
ing. The ladies had been till leſs neigh- 
3 ['bourly, tor Lady Wilmington made it > 
; rule never to viſit the natives; though, 

as her lord kept a public day, it was un- 
derſtood in the country, that ſhe had on 
thoſe occaſions no objection to their com- 
pany; but ſeveral declined profiting by 
her condeſcenſion; and, in numbers, the 
males far exceeded the females BY her 
table. 


Whether Mrs. Mourtray might not 
have been tempted to viſit at Wilmington 
Jon this footing, is uncertain 3 but her 
huſband ſettled the Pes by Fan 
che mould not. | Era 


4 2 8 

2 ths; It 1 once 1 the n at 

= Wilmington was undergoing a thorough 
repair, which occaſioned the counteſs 


ing to attend the ſervice at her pa- 
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Downton, ſhe ſaw there, for the firſt 


time, Mrs. Mourtray and the little Em- 
mn, then about ten years of age: the 
_ uncommon lovelineſs of the child ſtruck 


her the more, as ſhe had the greateſt pre- 


dilection for beauty; and ſhe could not 
reſiſt ſtopping, as ſhe paſſed the Mour- 3 
tray's pew in her way to the church-door, . 
to notice Emma, as did likewiſe her two 1 
on, the youngeſt of whom, catch- } 
ing hold of her hand, . proteſted ſhe muſt 


and ſhould go home with her. This 


| Mourtray, with a ſmile, ſaid, was impoſh- 


ble. © And why ſo?” cried Lady Wil- 


mington, whoſe raptures of admiration | 


had not yet ſubſided; “ and why ſo?” 


Then recollecting that ſhe had totally i 
overlooked Mrs. Mourtray, though ſhe 8 


had courteſied t6 her huſband, ſhe added, 


turning to her with a gracious milk, 1 
though not directly addreſſing her, Per- 


haps Mrs. Mourtray will have the good- 


nels to indulge * little girl 1 
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riſk church; and as this was allo that of 1 
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fer this feet child to g0 home with. 


1 us! 6 


Mrs. Mourtray was very ready to con- 


ent; not ſo Mr. Mourtray ; he made ob- 
F<Qions: Lady Wilmington, piqued, would 


ot have inſiſted ; but Lady Bell, her. 


A daughter, ſo vehemently urged her re- 
queſt, to which Emma timidly added her 


entreaties, that Mourtray yielded ; and 


3 it was agreed,-as the days were ſhort, 
IF that ſhe ſhould paſs the night at Wil- 
1 mington; and that the young ladies and ; 
their governeſs ſhould carry her home in 


the coach the next morning. 


This viſit was a moſt delightful event | 


Ito Emma, and was followed by many 


others, to which Mourtray no longer ob- 
jected ; as, ſoon after the firſt, Lady Wil- 


mington called in her curricle at Down- 
ton, where ſhe ſtaid at leaſt ten minutes. 
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Mlrs. Mourtray haſtened - to return her 
viſit, and ſhortly had the ſatisfaction of | 
being invited to the next public dinner ; 
to which ſhe went with her huſband, 
much againſt his inclinations. No fur- 
ther intimacy took place' between the 
parents, but the children often met; and 
the counteſs having engaged an excellent 
” dancing-miſter to ſtay ſome time in her | 
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3 houſe, ſhe propoſed, by way of inſpiring 


1.108 | her daughters with emulation, that Emma 
(RR | ſhould ſhare with them in his inſtructions, 
"OR i in which Mr, and; Mrs. Mourtray ac- 
l quieſced. The former, however, was ſorry 
that circumſtances put it out of his power 
04 to have his daughter taught at home; 
IR i; not approving that ſhe ſhould often paſs | 1 
a week or fortnight with perſons in a | 
60 ſphere of life ſo different from that in 
| | which ſhe was deſtined to move. 


* * 


1 Mrs. Moticiry was at fit hurt 1 a Þ 
üttle attention paid to herſelf by the 

Wilmington family; ; but cuſtom, i in ſome 
mea- 


"TS. "SD 


Peaſure, reconciled her to it; as the ſame 
ode of conduct, with little or no varia- 
on on their part, continued during ſeve - 
al years. The news of theif arrival in 
e country never failed putting her into 
Wo unpleaſant buſtle ; and the old blind 
Y orſe regularly dragged: her to Wilming- 


1 


n the firſt fair morning afterwards, 


chere, for. the ſake of her daughter, it 

appened to her ſometimes to be admit- 

ed; but the behaviour of the ladies was 

> cold and unpleaſant, that ſhe always 

4 at relieved; when the viſit was POND and 

Y kturnel. Stn 41563 Oe 

I UGUGISHL £128 : 
Tor Mourtmay? A abate ſatinfaQtori, Pn, 

id. lane” ſince declined- attending the 


tice, however, ſhe was diſpoſed to over- 
ock many perſonal mortifications for the 
Fake of her daughter, who continued to 
oe the favourite companion of the ladies 
Fontcliey (Lord n. 8 ughters), 


public dinners, not chooſing to ſport an 


| q old faſhioned/ wardrobe. To do her Jaſ- 
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till he was near TW when the aum 
went to Ireland; and almoſt three mm 
elapſed before they returned into 


ſhire. 


Emma was tranſported with joy, when 


ſhe heard of the arrival of her friends ; E | 
but it was of ſhort duration, for they did 9 
not ſeem at all diſpoſed to remember 

| their former intimacy. } 
| that had amuſed them was now become 
a moſt beautiful and accompliſhed” young 
woman ; this however they only knew 
by report; for althou gh they had been 


ſome weeks in the country, various ex- 
cuſes had been framed for neither viſit- 
ing nor een her, 


A little ſketch of the Wilmin gton 
family may ſerve to elucidate their con- 
lo WT Cie = 


— 


The pretty child i 
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Ws to | _ of Wilmington was, by 
birth and fortune, one of the perſons of 
the moſt conſequence in ——ſhire; where 
he was extremely jealous of maintaining 
entire his great parliamentary intereſt, and 
guarding it from encroachment: no other 


8K conſideration could induce him to paſs a 1 85 
few months every year in a place he de- | 
I iced. | 5 . = 


% 1 


His uſual time of quitting London was 
the end of Auguſt, when with an immenſe 


b | Tetinue, and every appendage of rank and 
opulence, but with an aching and reluc- 


ant heart, he repaired with his family, as 
averſe as himſelf, to vegetate. (as they 


bs. | called it) at Wilmington Fark. During . 
four tedious months, 


WI ich he thus . 
ſacrificed to the grand Biest of his life, 


Ihe courted Popularity and made a diſ- 
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and occaſional profuſion, 


was wanting i in his. 
him credit for true generoſity, or liberality 


the opulent; an 


„ 
play of hoſpitality, which was always ob- 
ſerved to riſe or fall, in proportion as 2 


general election was more or leſs near. 


But amidſt his pray, magnificence, 
ſome little 
meanneſs never failed to lurk ; and cor- 
diality, the zeſt of all entertainments, 
Nobody ever gave 


of ſentiment; and when even he confer- 
red a favour, it generally proved that he 


Had his own intereſt in view. 


One day a whole corporation would 
feaſt with him upon turtle, and be drunk 
with claret and Burgundy ;—while the 
next he would anxiouſly watch the pro- 
greſs of a ſolitary bottle upon his table. 
One moment he would deſcant, with 
wonderful Humanity, on the claims the 
lower orders ok the community had on | 
the next, ſecretly lec- , 

ture his ſteward for giving away broken 
frag- 


4 
fragments of victuals to the poor of the 
village. — Thus by parſimony he counter- 
acted his own purpoſes, and rarely ſuc- 

ceeded in attaching heartily to his intereſt 
thoſe he wiſhed to gain. 


f 


4 


Nor had he better ſucceſs in his at- 
tempts to appear gracious and conde- 
ſcending ; for, though he had attained 
the talent of ſmiling on thoſe he hated, to 
a a great degree of perfeCtion, and by long 

habit an almoſt perpetua-fimper hovered 
on his lips, ſtill his native baughtineſs was 
more or leſs perceptible, in deſpite of 
all his efforts to conceal it. His dark 
ſcowling eyes rarely ventured to meek 
3 thoſe he addreſſed, becauſe he, dreaded 
I | let 2 ſhould betray his re 
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. Are ridicu- 
lous than the ſet of eaſes he indiſcrimi- 

nately uſed, when he wiſhed to carry :a 
| IX 2 | point; 


Indeed nothing eo e 
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point; for they were not only expreſſive 
of the higheſt opinion of others, but of the 
meekeſt notions of himſelf. 


In town, all the time he did not devote 
to politics was paſſed in low and obſcure 
intrigues; but in the country he denied 


himſelf ſuch recreations, as the actions of 


ſo great a perſonage could not poſſibly be 
concealed; and theſe, however faſhion- 
able in London, might, by the vulgar, be 


viewed in a light detrimental to his fan- 


cied popularity.— This was one of his 
_ reaſons for hating Wilmington ; and ano- 
ther, which had nearly as much weight 
with him, was the enormous expenſe oc- 


he contrived to make it. 


At Wilmington, ſtill haughtier than 


Her lord, but with at leaſt more openneſs 
of character, never attempted to aſſume 


humility.—She was of the firſt (on in every 
reſpect, and no greater penance could be | 
mY di 
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caſioned by his reſidence there—ſhort : as 
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impoſed upon her, than preſiding at the 
_ entertainments policy induced him to give 
their country neighbours, whom ſhe con- 
lidered as a race of beings, as totally dif- 
tint from herſelf and family, as cats, 
dogs, or monkeys. 


Seated, in ſtate, at the head of her table, 
liſtleſs and languid, ſhe affected ill health, 

to avoid the trouble of ſpeaking to her 
gueſts, whoſe names ſhe ſeldom choſe to 
remember; but if neceſſity obliged her to 
addreſs them, ſhe had the happieſt knack 
imaginable at confounding one perſon 
with another; and then, as frequently this 
gave offence, her apology of © well, it is 
all the ſame, Mr. this or Mr. that,” was 
not likely to remove it. If any thing 
ſtruck her fancy, which ſhe could not reſiſt 
communicating to her family, ſhe con- 


verſed with them in a ſort of cant lan- 1 


I | guage, unintelligible to the reſt: of the 
1 company, whom ſhe ſuffered her daugh- 
ters to quiz, but ſhe never joined in any of 

5 3 1 their 
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their jokes, as theſe the thought r 
to her dignity. 

en ill-tempered, and diſagree- 
able, as ſhe made herſelf, ſhe was not ab- 
ſolutely ill-natured ; and the very perſons 
ihe thus treated, ſhe would, when in good 
humour, willingly have ſerved. With 
quick and lively parts, ſhe united a degree 


All | of judgment that ſeemed inconſiſtent with 
ſuch inordinate pride; and when ſhe. 
choſe (which often happened when ſhe 


conſidered herſelf in her proper element, 
that is to ſay, amid the fine world) ſhe 
could be extremely agreeable. There 
her character for rigid virtue, honour, and 
integrity, was univerſally acknowledged. 


Her lord's meanneſs ſhe deteſted, Td 
never failed to counteract it whenever it 


lay in her power; but his avarice often 
abridged her means: had theſe been 


greater, ſhe probably would Fave been 


eds, as munificence was, in her opi- 
| nion, 


} 


. -— 04 

nion, one of the attributes of illuſtrious 
birth. 

The moſt perfect indifference ſubſiſted 
between herſelf and the earl, which, 
though ſhe was too ſincere to diſguiſe, 
yet, as the head of the family, ſhe invari- 
ably tried to ſupport his conſequence, as 
well as to live with him on decent terms, 
for the ſake of her children, and to main- 
tain the dignity of her own ene 


On the other hand, the earl, fond of dit. 
ſimulation, appeared in public as polite 
and attentive a huſband as he was the re- 
verſe in private z though he ſecretly, at 
all times, ſtood in awe = her principles, 
and cautiouſly guarded from her know- 
IJ ledge thoſe actions which he knew would 
expoſe him to her animadverſions. 

Lord and | lady Wikaniagins had only 
one ſon and two daughters. Lord Fonte- 

lieu, the ſon, though in his twenty-third 
EY Es year, 
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year, was little known to the wortd, hav- 
ing received his education abroad, and at 
this time was upon his travels; but thoſe 
who had ſeen him when a boy, remem- 
bered him with pertiality.. 


. 7 7 5 T 
— wm ny > : 


The dau ghters, lady Elizabeth and lady 
Iſabella Fontelieu, were much better 
known ; both were thought beauties of 
the firſt claſs in their own family. —The 
former, now near one-and-twenty years of 
age, had been introduced into the world 
already ſome years; her pretenſions to 
beauty were founded on a very tall, 
ſtraight, and. lean figure, without either 
grace or elegance ; and on features per- 
fectly regular, which never conveyed any i 
other expreſſion than that of haughty ill- | 
humour: large blue glaſſy eyes, a dead- 
white ſkin, and hair little differing from 
{hat in colour, compleated the aſſemblage 
of her charms. Yet, when dreſſed to ad- 
vantage, and with the aid of. rouge, at a 
"diſtance ſhe appeared rather handſome. 
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In diſpoſition, ſhe intention in deeper | 
ſhades, all lady Wilmington's defects, but. 
with a very inferior underſtanding, and 
without any of her good or agreeable 
qualities. rave and reſerved, ſhe ſeldom 
relaxed from her ſtately manners, even in 


the boſom of her family.—Though ſhe 


had little affection for her met ſhe 
knew ſhe was admired by many, and, 
without diſcriminating wherefore, her be- 
haviour ſhe, made the model of her own, 


— But ſhe had not talents for imitation ; 


and when ſhe attempted to double the 
part of her mother, ſhe equally failed in 
playing the great or the agreeable lady.— — 
Therefore, neither in town nor country, 
neither with the old nor young, did ſhe gain 
favour ; her father excepted. He loved 


her, ae he fancied ſhe reſembled 


him, and becauſe he conceived a portion 


of his own cunning, which he dignified 
by the name of wiſdom, lay hidden under 


her apparent reſerve. —That imall ſhare 
. 5 


— 


* 


34 
_of lady Wilmington's Rin ſhe poſ⸗ 
ſeſſed, ſhe. owed to the noble blood that 
flowed in her veins; an advantage which 
rendered all her children of a ſuperior 
caſt in her eyes. Both parents were 
equally aſtoniſhed, and herſelf ſtill more, 
that ſhe had not yet received a ſingle pro- 
poſal of marge 5 = 


Lady Ifabella, two years younger than 
her ſiſter, made her debut in the world 
with much better ſucceſs. She was, in- 
deed, accuſed of being too giddy and vo- 
latile, but ſhe appeared good natured and 
obliging.— People did not fuſpect that, 
under this thoughtleſs appearance, ſhe 
_ concealed infinite art; and though at 
times ſhe gave 3 by certain ſaucy 
airs and impertinence of manners, allow- 
ances were made for a very pretty girl, 
high in rank, ſpoiled by flattery, and with 
a prodigious flow of ſpirits, that it was 
ſuppoſed ſhe could not always command. 
—Hence her errors met with unuſual le- 
- nity 
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nity—ſuch was the captivation of her 
_ perſon. — Many men. admired her, but 
only one or two had as yet ventured. to - 
think of her as a wife; their propoſals ſhe 
had laughed at in her heart, but her re- 
jection had not been ungracious. 


In a houſe where haughty reſerve ſeem- 
ed adopted as the order of the day, it is 
eaſy to imagine, that her lively affability, 
engaging manners, and enchanting ſmiles, 
muſt have made her many partizans: ſhe. 
alone caſt a cheerful ray through the 
gloom which pervaded the reſt of the fa- 
mily; and her ſimple country neighbours 
never ſuſpected, whilſt ſne was loading 
them with, civilities, and liſtening with ap- 
parent intereſt to cheir long ſtories and 
dull domeſtic details, that ſhe was all the 
while, to uſe her own expreſſion, quizzing 
them. e 7 


"Although ſhe had not a regular pas 
in her face, nobody perceived it till after 
e an 
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an attentive examination; becauſe, alto- 


gether, it was extremely agreeable, full of 
WO anima ion, and generally very merry, 

| which Avoured the diſplay of moſt beau- 
tiful teeth. — A charming complexion, 
| with a luxuriance of fine hair, and a light 


elegant figure, rendered her juſtly an ob- 
je® of admiration. | 


She was ner the particular favour- 


ite, who had, however, too much pene- 
tration not to ſee that ſhe had a turn for 
coquetry ; and ſhe well knew that ſhe 
had a ſpirit impatient of reſtraint ; but 
ſhe ſaw her foibles with the more indulg- 
ence, becauſe ſhe admired her ' perſon, 
and was often diverted wy her gay 15 
mour. 


Not ſo lord Wilmington ;—accuſtomed 


to frequent women of a looſe deſcription, | 
he thought ill of the ſex in general, and 
very early he ſaw in lady Iſabella's cha- 
rafter ſuch cauſe ot diſtruſt and ſuſpicion, 


, hat 


EA 
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that * inſiſted upon her having a govern- - 
eſs; as her mother's ill, or pretended ill 
Wealth, precluded the poſſibility of hen 
Wbcing always with her daughters —The 
3 Loveriols was a French woman, ſtrongly 
ecommended for the ſtrifineſs of her 
principles. She had no bright talents, 
W which the earl thought ſo much the better, 
as ſhe would be the leſs likely to have the 
ſpirit of intrigue ; and as he judged' of 
her by himſelf, he endeavoured to ſecure 
yer fidelity by magnificent promiſes of fu- 
4 ture liberality, Strange as it may appear, 
lady Iſabella's cunning and curioſity often 
kept him in alarm; for he knew, that, if 

by any unfortunate chance ſhe ſhould diſ- 
| cover ſome of his actions that would not * 
bear a ſcrutiny, ſhe. would take infinite 
delight 1 in n nn 


| 


\ F 


During the period allotted for the reſi- 
dence of the family at Wilmington, they 
ſeldom invited many of their faſhionable 
friends to viſit th em: the carl always found 
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as 


ſome excuſe for denying himſelf the plea- ö 


fure of receiving them, well knowing that 
a a country-houſe full of company, though 


very agreeable, is attended with no ſmall. 


_ expenſe ; and he ſuffered enough by what ; 


he impoſed upon himſelf, to further his 
views in the county, —Avarice and am- 
bition inceſſantly ſtruggled in his breaſt: 
hence ſeldom any triumph was obtained 
by one paſſion, without inflieking a pang iſ 
on the other. 1 

Lady Wilmington, 5 lived . in 
the world when in town, was not ſorry, 
for a few months, to-live with comparative 


* quiet in the country: the young ladies, 
indeed, ſecretly murmured at being ſe- 
queſtered from their acquaintance; but 


they had no voice in this matter. 

Lord Wilmington having, by his Iriſh | 
affairs, and other cauſes, been prevented 
for three years from making his annual 


1 to hi weſtern elne, he judged 
ä ES 5 it 


5 1 | „ 
hat 
gh 
all 
t 


his 


prudent to compenſate for his long ab- 
nce, by g giving more frequent entertain- 
ents. — He had at this time ſeveral 
doints at heart, and he thought nothing 
vould more conduce to carry them, than 
ziving a few balls. —In the firſt place, he 


8 
t : Woped this favourite diverſion would win 
ed Him the hearts of all the wives, mothers, 


f and daughters, in the country; and theſe 
ie valued merely becauſe they had, as he 
Wrcſumed, no ſmall influence over the 


| And, ſecondly, he wiſhed extremely to 
marry his eldeſt daughter to a rich baro- 


had always named one member for a 
neighbouring borough, and the Wilming- 
ton family the other; but by the earl's 
manceuvres, during Sir William Elliſtan's 
(the young baronet) minority, he had con- 
trived to circumvent his guardians, and 
bring in both members. Having heard 
that Sir William not only reſented this 

uſurp- 


Inet lately come of age, whoſe anceſtob - 


——— —- 
* — . 


— 
= * 
« . — . 
— —-—-— — —— —— — 
- — —Ires — . — 
— — NI << nag Res - L - 
- ” . i 
C . - — . — 
v CAO — SEE cn Gere nn — — 2 — 
. ——-V—ͤ— — . ey | > - 4 


— 
— — 
— —— 
** * 


9 — * 


— —— ————— 


—— —— — — — ——ů— or 
—— 4 
— —_604 "tio — 

— 


—_— — 
— — 


24 
: 
[I 
* 


D = 
— — 
— — £ 


— — 


— 
— — ——e— z 
"Cat 
ns - 


2005579”. — 507 4 — 


— 


— 3 
- A 8 
2 e 
— 

— — 


—— 
7 


n 
3 
— 


— 


* SES — —— — 
— 7 _— = . — 
2 — — SE; 3 — 
5 % R - 4 — — - — 5 
- a _ : 5 a 0 go cM 4 * = = — — 
— — —— 
— — 4 — - — — - 
* * N 
— = Ir" _ = 
— * o — — — 2 Þ — — - 
2 , — — — 5 y ” . < JV ; nd PAO mnt 2 wg 
—— —ů— - 2 —ͤ— X— — - ty Rs, las E's 1 By 2 
— — — — 2 - l 0 F 
> — — —— — — — 5 
— ö 


” «+ « $23.4S _ 
Bon are th — 
—— —— ¹ lb 
= 
=, 


„ 


—— 2 
* 
93222. 

CSR 


— ͤ—éÆ“—2ð — * 
—— . — 2 


— N 
” — — 


1} 
ti 
10 


= gee jr ety —ͤ —— 
— — — —— 
v — ere 2 
— 
— — — 2 > als 


if he could draw him to theſe fetes, that 
he might cajole him out of his purpoſe ;| 


— 
3 * 


— 


Ne ee aa 
— - 


of him as he . 


which it originated, leaving the neceſſary 
preparations entirely to them; only recom- 


8. ings; and now they bethought themſelves 
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3: 


uſurpation, but publicly declared his re 
bf 


ſolution of ſupporting kis rights at thelf 
next election, and had already begun can. 
vaſſing with ſucceſs, he- flattered himſelf 4 


and ſhould he not ſucceed in this, if hef 
would marry lady Elizabeth (having higher 
views for her ſiſter) he did not in the leaſt ; 
doubt that he ſhould be able to diſpoſe} 


"He had no ſooner iel on this“ 
meaſure, than he haſtened to impart it to 
his family, though not the motives in 


mending that the fetes might be very 
_ ſhewy, yet conducted with the ſmalleſt 
expenſe poſſible. | 


The ladies Fontelieu were nearly over- 
Vhelmed with joy at theſe agreeable tid- 


1 = | of 


— 
i 4 
. 7 = g 


. 


J * Emma, who would be an excellent 
[ ſſiſtant in many little decorations that 
hey reſolved e to ſet in hand. 


an 

hall The „ approved of their 
ſe; flociating Emma in this taſk, and who 
he efides had fome curioſity to ſee her, ſent 


ier carriage and a civil note to Mrs. 
Mourtray, to requeſt ſhe would permit 
Jer daughter to ſpend ſome days a at Wil- 

mington. TH. 


This was complied with to Emma's 


his 

to infinite ſatisfaction; and now ſhe aſcribed 
in the late neglect of her friends entirely to 
ry W the burry and unſettled ſtate which ſhe 
n- imagined had attended their. firſt arrival 
ry in the country, and was nfirmed in this 
(1 opinion by the en reception ſhe 


received, particularly from lady Iſabella, 
who ſeemed ready to devour her with 
careſſes, 


Lady 


42 | 

Lady Wilmington could ſcarcely be- 
lieve her eyes when ſhe ſaw Emma; for, n 
pretty as ſhe had ever thought her, ſhe 
had no idea of finding her now become 
a perfect beauty, and: could not help re- 4 
gretting, that ſo many charms ſhould bei 
beſtowed on an inſignificant country q 


girl, 


The earl was gone to town, that he 
might not (as he ſaid) be diſturbed in his 
important avocations by the arrangements | 
making for the fete; and he only in- 
tended returning home the day before the 


firſt ball. : Lp a 

| | : | B 
As the ladies Fontelieu 5 imagined, Nr. 
they derived conſiderable ce from n 
Emma's taſte and ingenuity: ſhe invented Ha 
a thouſand pretty devices to ornament Ne. 
the ball and ſupper rooms, her needle e 
and pencil being employed for this pur- ſe 
pole with the greateſt per ſeverance ; 0 


troubling 
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W ubling herſelf little with preparations: 
ber own appearance; ſhe had, indeed, 
WD clothes that were otherwiſe than RES. - 
1 -mely plain and ſimple; yet, with her 
Ne figure, whatever ſhe wore always. 
peared to advantage; and her natural 
Wood taſtc taught her to fold her charm- 
g hair round her head, in imitation of 
e buſts and medals, in mme moſt be- 
| ming manner-poſlible. 

The Counteſs, however, he on this 
caſion that all the young people ſhould 
ear an uniform; and, under pretence. 
Pat Emma might not be able to procure 
xactly the ſame materials as thoſe uſed. 
or this purpoſe in her family, ſhe pre- 
ted her with a complete dreſs, which 
as thankfully accepted, and thereby re- 
3 eved Mrs. Mourtray from one of thoſe . 
e Petty diſtreſſes that had agitated her ex- 
Needipgly for ſome time; ſhe remained, 
owever, diſſatisfied, upon the whole, with 


lady 
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gton, for the little notic 
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in 


lady Wilm 
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the had taken of her; but ſhe would not 
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with all the reſt of the neighbourhood 
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for this reaſon, puniſh herſelf by declin 
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non | 

> tok ON the day appointed for the firſt ball, 


e Downton family repaired to Wil- 
nington; even Mourtray, at his darling 
mma's intreaties, conſented to be of the 
Warty : their arrival, owing to the fidget 
Ind burry of Mrs. PR was ſome- 
Frhat premature; for the carl was yet at 
able, and the lamps and candles were 
ot lighted above ſtairs. | 


Lady Wilmington, thus ſurpriſed, was 
dy no means in good humour: ſhe very 
oolly ſaluted the party ; lady Elizabeth 
ollowed her example; and lady Iſabella, 
ho might have countenanced them, had 
retired to dreſs. Mourtray already wiſh- 
ed himſelf at home, blaming the weak- _ 
neſs that had induced him, contrary to 
is better judgment, to mix with people 
who had ſo little cordiality in their diſpo- | 
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hitherto prevailed ; and the unanimouſi 


„„ „„ 
Ld 


gard Emma with approbation, but to ac | 


had, in ſome degree, contributed tf 
transform her houſe into a fairy palace. 


begun that lord Wilmington made hi 
appearance: when he arrived, his daughW 


the great admiration of the whole com: 
pany. Mixed in the crowd, he remained 


| 46 
fition, Mrs. Mourtray found occupation! 
in admiring the fanciful ornaments of thi 
faloon ; and Emma *», anticipating, if 
imagination, the pleaſures to come. 


The arrival of more company took 00 
from the reſtraint and formality that ha 


applauſe beſtowed on the elegant appeal 
ance” of the apartments reſtored lad 
Wilmington to good humour. 


She now condeſcended not only to re 


knowledge, that her ſkill and ingenuity 
It was not till after the dancing had 
ters and Emma were performing a reel, to 


g \ - | \ a f 


47 
ilent ſpectator; but no ſooner was the 
ince over, than, taking lady Iſabella 
ade, he enquired who had made the 
ird in the reel. If he felt apy ſurpriſe 
the alteration a few years had made in 
mma, he did not expreſs it; but haſten- 
g to ſeek Mourtray, in guarded but 
Frysflattering terms, he congratulated 
m on having ſo lovely a daughter. 


Sir William Ellifton, the ſecret object 
the fete, did not arrive till a very late 
our : heavy and inanimate, without grace 
r vivacity, he was not likely to add to 
s luſtre, or to gain favour in the eyes of 

e ladies. Lady Elizabeth choſe not to 
omprehend her father's hints to be par- 
cularly civil, but avoided him with 


nad narked diſhke. Lady Ifabella felt no 
higher inclination than to laugh at him; 
gha ind Emma had the choice of ſo many 


partners, that ſhe never was at liberty to 


m lance : with him when he aſked her. 

led . 

i a_ 
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He ſeemed more diſpoſed to admire 
her, than either of the ladies Fontelieu; 
but when he underſtood ſhe had no for: 

tune, he very prudently ceaſed to notice 
her. h E 


* 
— — 


Lord Wilmington, who attentive 
watched all his motions, finding one of 
his ſchemes would prove abortive, be. 
came doubly anxious to ſucceed in the 
other: to this end, after ſupper, where 
Champagne had not been ſpared; he con- 
trived to draw fir William into a corner, 
and began to ply him with fine ſpeeches, 
repeatedly mentioning his late worthy 
father, his moſt valuable friend, never 
enough to be lamented ; yet fortunate in 
having left a repreſentative, that promiſed 
to be exactly like himſelf, with whom he 
EY . Hoped to have the honour of living as 
lb |" 1 2 8 good neighbours __ to do. 


Sir Wilen, who had Itened with his 
eyes wider open than uſual, finding at 
: ; | Wie 


— 


length that the Earl was fi tame very cool- - 
ly ſaid, that it was the firſt time he had 
heard that ever his Lordſhip and his fa- 
| ther had been in habits of — 


they 0 [6 "were We bet Kiens inthe | 
world; on all occaſions drew together; 
never had but one opinion dane us, 
my dear br. 6.84 


80 Then It is the” more extraordinary,” - 
drily obſerved the Baronet, © that ſo dear 

a friend of my father's ſhpuld have put 
his-ſon under the neceſſity of WR 158 | 
8557 eſtabliſhed e i 
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« 1 i convince you i in one moment, 
cried Lord Wilmington, * that what 1 
did in regard to — was with the 


pureſt and beſt of motives; all for your 1 . 


good, upon my- honour ; 5 but let me ex- 
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The dancers at this inſtant ſeparating 
the gentlemen, Sir William, without wait- 
ing for the explanation, walked out of 

the room, where he appeared no more. 


Lord Wilmington, provoked beyond 
all imagination to be foiled by a young 
man, whoſe ſtupid Jook had encouraged 
him to believe he would be a fit ſubject to 
work upon; and ſorely vexed to have 
been at ſo much expenſe for ſo little 
purpoſe, no longer taok any ſhare in the 
general feſtiyity; revolving in his mind all 
the tormen 61 of a future. conteſted elec- 

tion, Part of his chagrin, howeyer, he 
' vented on Lady Elizabeth; whom he pre- 
tended had, by her ill-timed airs, diſ- 
guſted a perſon,” whoſe acquaintance, ſhe 
1 he was mne of cultiyat- 


- 
4 


As, in fact, this was the Grſt in intimate 
he had in direct terms given her of it, 
ſhe n defended herſelf; and art- 


fully 


U 


fully inſinuated, FIR RITES he had 


heard ſome unguarded jokes her ſiſter 

paſſed upon him. This turned the Earl's 

anger into another channel; but he was 

forced to ſmother it, as Lady Iſabella, 

who was flying here and there, never 
two inſtants in the ſame place, . gave him 
no opportunity of venting it; and, in de- 
„ WH fpite of his ill humour, the ball was 
kept up with great Aint; till a I, late 
> hour. | | | ; 
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1 Emma, who had never ſeen any thing 
„ of the kind before, had been by, far the 
e happieſt perfon preſent ; and ſhe alone, 
. of all the female gueſts, was retained at 
. © Wilmington, becauſe ſhe danced: to per- 
10 fection; and was, beſides, of ſo much 

\t- Wis to the n en 3 | 


| The ſecond ball was to nk plage bo 25 
on the third day after the firſt ; as Lord Wil- 
1 mington wiſely, conſidered, that, by ma- 
ing the Internal. ſo ſhort, much that was 
D 2 8 pre- 


n 
ii 


„ ſtrongly marked on his counte- | 


art or deſign, and \only wiſhing to enjoy, 


prepared for the former would do for the 


a young man, heir to a title and eſtate in 
the county ; but at preſent, being depend- 


very ſlender allowance; ; his name was 


| fright : in figure, however, he was to- 


gentleman. But after the firſt coup dil 
was over, it was impoſſible to think him 


latter. 3 n * $ 

Amongſt thoſe who continued, as well 
as Emma, inmates at Wilmington, was 
ent on his mother, was kept by her on a 
Sydney, and his exterior was by no means 
in his favour, for he was ſo very plain, 


that Lady Ilſabella ſurnamed him the 


lerable,- and had perfectly the air of a 


very ugly, for goodneſs and intelligence 
nance; and as he danced admirably, even 
Lady Iſabella, at laſt, _ to think him 
leſs hideous. 5 


5 3 with a light heart, free from all 


\ 
53 
as fully as peilt the preſent moment, 
was particularly delighted to be his part- 
ner; and though he behaved with the 
moſt exact attention to all the young 
ladies, he ſeemed to chooſe her by pre- | 
ference. | 


The ſecond ball . ſtil more e agree- 
able than the firſt; and Lord Wilmington 
did not at all lament, after what he had 
ſeen of Sir William Elliſton, that he * 
not er at it. f 
Emma now V returned to  Downton ; but 
ſhe continued, during the whole autumn, 


2 frequent güeſt at Wilmington. The 


ladies Fontelieu, eſpecially Lady Ifabella 
(or, as ſhe was more commonly called in 
her own family, Lady Bell), found infinite 
reſources: in their intimacy with the ac- 
compliſhed Emma, to which the Counteſs 
did not obje& ; though ſhe took due care 
to impreſs her mind with a proper ſenſe _ 
of her great condeſcenſion, i in thus diſtin- 
5 | D K  - 1 
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Mrs. Mourtray, who, ſhe faid, ſhe be- 
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| lively girl like Emma had not ſufficient 
experience to diſcern how little cauſe ſhe 


Which gratified her, becauſe it procured 
ber a thouſand amuſements unattainable 
at homę. Indeed, both Lady Wilmington 

and Lady Elizabeth rather inſpired her 

with awe and refpe&, than with any warm 

degree of affection; but Lady Bell's 0 

of fondneſs wrought on her unſuſpicious 


fhip of a perſon, whom ſhe viewed with 
admiration. With a heart diſpoſed to 


fhewn her, ſhe loved her with that fer- 
your of youth, which ardently ſeeks ſome 
| iy on whom to laviſh thoſe affections, 


b 
guiſhing her from the herd of native 
miſſes. Still her favour did not extend to 


lieved to be a mighty good fort or a way, 
but 1 _ heavy in hand. 
It may eaſily be 88 that a young 


had to be flattered by this preference; 


mind, and the felt convinced of the friend - 


overflow with gratitude for every attention. 


much 


83 


b 


| | 55 | 
much warmer at her age and in her ſitua- 
tion than afterwards, when they ſeldom 
fail being impaired by a commerce with 
the world. So many cauſes, therefore, 


attracting her to Wilmington, inſenſibly 


ſhe acquired a taſte for company; and a 
diſlike, which the ſcarcely dared to ac - 


knowledge even to herſelf, to the dull 
ſameneſs of Downton. 


Since the had been admitted into the 
ſociety of her Aue neighbours, the little . 
excurſions ſhe occaſionally: made witt 
her mother in the one-horſe-chaiſe had 


quite a different effect upon her to what 


they had formerly; then they uſed to be 


contrived and executed to ber no /{mall 
ſatis faction; but now, to jig along for 


miles over the bleak downs, with her 


hair blowing about her ears; to meet, at 


the end of ſuch penance, people . who 


lived quite out of the world, who had no 
other topies of converſation than the un- 


interelting occurrences of their o.]n do- 
5 * _meſtic 


meſtic concerns, 


there; 
_ 


96 


:| Thoceforeo e time. Lord Wh 


mington's carriage brought her home, till 


it returned to conyey her back to Wil- 
mington, her whole thoughts centered 
for there alone ſhe ſeemed to 


5 


"dies, Manyteink; och not Fail as ob- - 
ſerving what paſſed in her daughter's 
mind, but ſhe indulgently excuſed it; 
ſenſible, that fince ſhe who was ſo much 


older, and whoſe retirement- originally 


had been voluntary, too often found it 


very irkſome, it muſt be infinitely more 


ſo to a young att in the bloom of 


eighteen: * HOO 2149 


WY Oy l nr = 


did 


or the repetition of 
ſtale news, was extremely diltaſteful to 
her. eee oi 


Mourtray though deſirous that his 
Emma ſhould join to the more eſſential | 
virtues the grace Of poliſhed. manners, 
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1 
did fot thoroughly approve ber living 


fo much with people from whom ſhe 


would be too apt to imbibe a turn for 
diſſipation and extravagance, with a multi- 
tude of deſires, that could not poſſibly be 
gratified; but when he confidered that their 
ſtay in the country never exceeded a few 

months, and that then ſhe muſt reſume _ 
her former way of life, he doubted whe- 


| 1 ther it would not be an unjuſtifiable eru - 
Welty to oppofe viſits that feemed to make 


her ſo happy, and which were attended 
with little expenſe: the ladies at Wil- 
mington not thinking it worth while to 
take much pains about their appearance 
in the article of drefs; ſimplicity, ther - 
fore, was the en there. | 


Sydney: s birth and FO, „ 
recommended him to Lord and Lady Wik. 


mington's notice: he was preſſed to ren, 


peat his viſits to them as often as: he 
choſe; and he was happy to make them 


frequent, attracted to Wilmington. by the 
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58 
hopes of meeting Emma, whoſe beauty, 
modeſty,” and talents, had made an im- 


preſſion, never to be effaced, on his mind. 


The ladies Fontelieu he regarded with no 
other ſentiment than profound reſpect. 

| Lady Elizabeth, however, to the aſto- 
niſhment of all who knew her, deſcended 


from the pinnacle of pride, on which ſhe 


had fixed her ſtation, to be civil and 


courteous tohim ; her grave reſerve melted 


into gay frankneſs at his approach, and 


ſhe would freely converſe, and even laugh 
with him. The quiet of the country gave 
ber leiſure for reflection: reluctantly ſhe 


ſometimes owned to herſelf, that ſhe had 


not hitherto (as ſhe' had once expected) 
ſeen all the fine men of the ton at her 


feet. Sydhey's birth was not much infe- 
rior to her own; his mother might en- 
large | his income; it would; therefore, be 
no difgrace to her to marry him; and if X 
ſhe*condeſcended to beſtow her dandfdne 
E on his ugly _ ſhe ſhould lay him 


under 


under ſuch an obligation, that, with his 
goodneſs of heart and fweetneſs of tem- 
per, would induce him to be the meekeſt | 
and moſt ſubmiſſive of mn. 7 


In e eee of this why me | Cohn 
to allure him, by detailing: to him what, 
in her opinion, was | moſt valuable, her 
great connections, her father's immenſe 
wealth, and the influence he had with 
government; which might ſo advantage» 
ouſly be employed in fauour of 2 _ 

whom he eſteemed. it Att bans 
Thels bine ended ſtill more intel- 
ligible, being invariably received by him 
with the coldeſt indifference, as if it were 
impoſſible he could in any way be con- 
cerned in them, ſhe totally altered her 
manner, and relapſed into her wonted- 5 
Eg Le . „ W In 

- The whoa af | Lady Elizabeth's 
viour to e with all its OY 
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' afforded infinite diverſion to lady Bell; 
though, on better acquaintance, ſhe often 


acknowledged that the fright, when not 
in a ſententious mood, could be very 
agreeable. Her quick penetration ſoon 


made her difcover, that he ſecretly felt a 
decided preference to Emma; this ſhe 


conſidered as a dreadful impeachment on 
his taſte : had heſhewn the leaſt partiality 
to herſelf, the would have ridiculed it as 
a monſtrous preſumption in a man with 


ſnch a face; though ſhe might have 


amuſed herſelf, whilſt in the country, for 


want of better ſport, with flirting with 


him. At length ſhe ſettled, in her own 


mand, that it would be a very good joke 


to turn his head, and eaſy to efface the 


ſlight impreſſion Emma mig ht have made 


upon his heart; but fhe had too much 


confidence in ber charms to .call to their 
aſſiſtance ſuch auxiliaries as her ſiſter had 


employed. Each. day ſhe tried to fix his 


attention, by the difplay of fome beauty 
which might Pave * bin notice: ſne 
2 | 7 wh 1 : | _ : 
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dropped her clog, when walking with 
him, that he might put it on; ſhe caught 


her fine hair in the buſhes, that he might 
extricate it; ſometimes ſne could not pull | 
on her gloves. without his aid. Then, in 


converſation; ſhe adapted herſelf to his | 
humour; became fentimental, and re- 
ſtrained her natural vivacity. In ſhort, 


W the practiſed a thouſand: arts to enſnare 


the heart of a man, who was perfectly 
indifferent to her, merely by _ of tem- 


1 porayy: amuſement | 25 


ha this ondnls 4 r Gia | 
1 with ſome men, it had no other 
effet on Sydney, than to fill him with 
difguft : reſpe& and politeneſs, indeed, 


ſincere, he could not always prevent 


his countenance from betraying his feel- 


{ * a 4% 1 * 
* 3 I A 
« — 
Lady DON. 
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W obliged him to diſguiſe this; but as his by 
W diſpoſition was remarkably. frank and 
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Lady Bell, however, ſoon grew weary, 
when ſhe found ſhe could not touch the 
heart of the fright ; but, leſs piqued than 

her ſiſter, never having had any. ſerious 
views, ſhe continued, after ſhe had drop» 
_ ped her deſign, to treat him with a uw 

humoured familiarity. | | 
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Emma, young and b ced, had 
comprehended little of theſe manœuvres 
of her triends, though ſhe had ſometimes: 
thought Lady Bell too free in her manner 
towards Sydney ; but this ſhe attributed 
to giddineſs, the only defect ſhe could 
— in her. 


Oer Sydneys ſentiments in regard to 
herſelf, ſhe entertained but a vague ſuſ- 
picion; nor did ſhe trouble herſelf about 
the matter. She liked him, as a pleaſant, 

intelligent acquaintance, and eſteemed 
the good qualities ſhe diſtinguiſhed in his 

character; but ſhe ſeldom allowed him a 
1 in her thoughts. 

"wh P 
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„ 
Content and happy to be under the 
ſame roof with her, ſhe was the only ob- 
ject Sydney ſaw or liſtened to with in- 


tereſt: too conſcious that his perſon was 


not formed to inſpire love, he had no 
ſort of wiſh to explain his feelings to her; 
thinking it but too probable, that ſhe- 
arg not liſten to him with complacen- 
3 Vet, though he ſcarcely dared to 
1 antes the fainteſt hope that ever he 
mould touch her heart, he could not per- 
fuade himſelf to make any efforts to con- 
quer a paſſion, that, in its infancy, is at- 
W tended with ſo much pleaſure; and he 
W thought, if onee he could eſtabliſn him- 
ſelf firmly in her good opinion, it was not 
impoſſible that ſhe might in time (having 
ſo excellent an underſtanding) overlook 
vailed upon to accept his hand when 
his on ſituation might CHING * to 
offer it W e if uss nt 


Te: > * i q 2% ' ; — * # . 4 | of P * 
4 5 I e. » « 7 > "IX 4 
#4: 4 'J l S 2 do wo 4 4 {£4 e 4 144 i * * * 4 
* 1 _ 


-_ 


% 


= 
EET. 2 = ＋ 
8 — - — — — = — 2 
— - — 
Ws IE — — — — — 2 2 * — 
— — r 7 r => = _ — — St — 
— . K — ——_— N — — amo — — - - — — 9 _ —— 5 
2 — Ju _ — = — C - 2 a 
- * 3 —— "GT = — _> * — - — = —> m_ 2 — 2 —— » — £33: — — 
= — PY — = — — — — — — — — — _ p——_ — * — T — ——— — — 
— - - — — — — * — * py — — — — NP" 
. — — — pot — — — — ne — — — — _ — — — — — — = — — > — —— — = — — 4 — —.— — — 
— — — — — — — — — — - _—_ - — — — — — — 
— — — — — —— — — — — — - — 7 — — - _ INES — 4 8 — 
CD —— 2 — —— ̃ , — 2 * — — — bas — —— — — — S 2 — — — — — — — — 2 — mo I 22 — — 
— — — > a —— — — —— — net — — — — — _ — on eney h — on — — _ — Joe — — — —. Io — — — 
= — — — — — 
* — — — — — 2 Pn — . — —_— — wo — — Es _—_— —— mach — — — mY > FR II — — * — — 
. 
% 
» 


— 
pn penny 
— —— 


Her want of fortune gave him infinite 


ſatisfaction, as he fliould have an oppor- 


tunity of proving the diſintereſtedneſs of 


his affection; and her retired life in the 
country not only delighted him, becauſe 
he ſhould have the fewer rivals to'encoun- 
ter, but alfo becauſe ſhe would be the 
more likely to retain that purity and ſim- 
plicity of character which he adored ſtill 


more than her _ 


One" theakht: alone" dhe bock his Pos; 


fent happineſs; ; this was, by what means 


he ſhould gain acceſs to her, after the 
enge of the family from Wilming- 


His own abode, though in the ſame 


* was at a great diftance from 


Downton, where he had never viſited, 


nor been encouraged to d6 ſo, conform- 
ably 10 the rule Mourtray had adopted 


concerning viſiting ; and. unlefs he were 
prematurely to deelare his views, cantra- 


xy to his wiſhes, he ſaw no pretence that 
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He lived alone at a farm-houſe belong- 
ing to his mother, Lady Clannarmon, 
where a few rooms were fitted up for his 
uſe: ſhe was his only female relation, and 
reſided at Florence; but had ſhe been 


in England, ſhe. could not, for reaſons too 


well known to himſelf, have been of any 


uſe t to him e on this 00. 191007 ei 


he could frame for intruding upon the 
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making them a farewell viſit, and firicerely 
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CHAP. IV. 
. now approached which 


the Wilmington family had fixed for their 


by their abſence z whilſt the 


ladies Fontelieu, ſo far from ſharing 


* 


her regrets 


-perience 


grieving at the ſevere loſs the ſhould ex- 
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| departure from the country 
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ſſantly enu 


ing 
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„were ince 
all the pleaſures that awaited them 


town. 
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Their converſation now turned on no 
other ſubjects than public places, or 


In 


A . 


ns for a brilliant appearance on the 


diſcuſſions on faſhions; and their invention 
enſuing birth-day. 


; was already buſily employed in prepara- 


tio 
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* purſuits; 
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to ſubjects ſo foreign to her views and 
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purſuits; her imagination all the while 
ſtrongly contraſting the different ſcenes 
and occupations that awaited her, during 
a ſolitary winter to be paſſed at Down- 
e curl 4 


Lady Elizabeth threwaly ſuſpeting 
what was paſling in her mind, indulged 
herſelf in dwelling with more, than or- 
WW dinary glee on theſe matters, having been 
extremely piqued that Sydney, the night 
before be left Wilmington, when they 
had a little impromptu ball, had not once 
aſked her to dance, but had contrived 
twice to get Emma for his partner. Ta 
be revenged, therefore, on the perſon 
who had cauſed: this abominahle ſlightz 
me reſolved to tantalize her with fine de- 
ſcriptions of fetes: at ſome of theſe, ſhe 
inſinuated, ſhe had been the object of 5 
general homage; men in town knowing 

how to diſtinguiſh people; and, ſhe added 5 
that ler 885 of dreſs never failed to be 
2 imitated 
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Emma, in whoſe preſence the ſaid, 


- was cruel to talk of th 


had taken, 


— % 


Lady Bell, little diſpoſed to allow of 


in iron 


ion 


provoking fit of 


ungs qu 
thout de 


WI 


reply, turning to Emma, ſaid, You 


ſhe thus arrogated M 
muſt often have obſerved, Miſs Mourtray, 


to a 


ich 
laughter, which ſo enraged her ſiſter, as 


the ſuperiority wh 
get rid of the ſubject, 


d a kind conſiderat 
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ſuddenly affect 
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Lady Bell congratulated her on the 


— 


dden turn her. diſpoſit 
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5 
. 
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to herſelf, burſt in 
thus delicately to ſpare the feelings of 


ſhe could not prove what ſhe had ad- 
that my ſiſter deals much 


iini 
men. 
vanced, that, t 
her line!“ 
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it on any occaſion, though ſhe only came 


than at dull importance, that ſeems diſ- 


* room. 
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it for wit; and as ſhe never ſpares 


out laſt winter, ſhe managed, before the 
end of i it, to affront half of our acquaint- 


ance.” - 
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« No ſuch thing,” retorted Lady Bell : 
« My maxim is, laugh when I can; be 
ſerious when I muſt; and people are 
much leſs offended with jokes, which, if 
they have wit, they can return, and i 
they have not, they don't comprehend, * 
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dainfully to look an upon all the 
world.“ An 8 in R990 Is 


[178 Very fine, Ma'am'!—and as I have no 
inclination to deſcend, ſo. as to enter thy 
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fancied wit!” | Then, * l more , 
than uſual ſtate, Lon Elizabeth left the 
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! She did 
d and 


the men ſay 


; and the women 
prou 


are afraid of her, ſhe is ſo 


ing my 
miſerable, 


K 
ed Emma 
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d by the 
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+. Conſider, you are ſpeaking of your 
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y ſhould you delight 
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ſiſter; and w 
Iways determ 
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vexing 
« Becauſe her pride is inſufferable 


but never aſk me to account for motives ; 
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This may not always be ſafe,” ſai 


* 


mine are a 
ever, ſo entirely diſmiſs it, as not to feel 


diſputes, exclaimed as ſhe ſhut the door, ; 
« How I do delight 
ſolemn ſiſter angry! Poor thing 

not take at all, I aſſure you 
ſhe is as ſtiff as a poker 
„ Huſh, dear Lady Bell 
pulſe of the moment.” 


a” IN 


„ Hang reflection! I cannot, how- 
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iſerable, my ſweet Emma, that your 
ruel fate will not ſuffer you to mix 
mongſt us: my heart bleeds to think, that, 
While I am flying from operas to balls, 
rom concerts to aſſemblies, you will be 
oping . over the fire with papa and 
zamma, and ſcarcely ever ſee a human 
Peing, —_ * fat FR of the 


p ariſh. 5 
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No, I ſhall not be moping over the 

fire; for, by your ladyſhip's account of 
London hours, I ſhall be in my firſt may 
| on before your . nn 
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| 1 r 3 aupid! 1 ſhould; die 
if I went to bed before I had quite tired, 
? myſelf with nee about. 8 EI 


And then, as Emma was on the point 
Wot returning home, Lady Bell renewed _ 
er aſſurances of unalterable affection; Va 
and that, oh: her return, ſhe would amufe 7 
her "wal an exact account of her — 
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London; “ For I muſt not 
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write to you,” ſaid ſhe ; ©. Mamma won 


let me; ſhe ſays ſhe hates correſponding ; 


mifes.” +0 
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Emma. ſcarcely heard her laſt words; [ 
her heart was too full of ſorrow at part. 


1 
N 
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with lady Bell, on the ſincer 
whoſe friendſhip ſhe placed perfect reli- 


ing wi 


| 
| 
| 


ity of 
Metvil 


The farewell ſhe received from 


0 


ance. 
the reſt of the family was ſhort and c 


? 
iſe that conveyed her 


and ſhe endeavoured to appear compoſed; 
home drove through the great gates, 


but when the cha 
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at 
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a ſenſation of deſpondency that all her 


the Park Lodge, for the laſt time, ſhe felt | 
efforts could not ſhake off. 


wy 


A thick fog that morning enveloped 


Downton 


lear- 


; nothing was to be ſeen 


8 the houſe, propped up on one ſide, looked, 


when ſhe was near enough to diſtinguiſh 


it, deſolate and neglected; many of the 
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windows were ſhut up, and from one or 


Inſtead of a hall, with a large blazing 
fire, full of ſmart well-dreſſed ſervants, 


eli: hair, in an old ſhabby frock, with a lea- 
om ther apron tied before him, who left off 
vil cleaning his knives to run and open the 


door. 
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EMaſter he be out,” cried Peter, with 


at | 
felt a broad grin, “ but miſtreſs be at home, 


and deadly glad ſhe'll - be to ſee you, 
Miss.“ 


bed 

25 her, reſumed her occupation, which was, 

irs; with the aſſiſtance of her maid, cutting 
ed, out linen: a large quantity lay, piled up 
ich in heaps, which Emma ſurveyed with a 
the {MW ſorrowful eye, well knowing that, in the 
OWs Vor, I. - dull 
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two chimnies only aroſe any ſmoke. — _ 
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which ſhe had juſt left, ſhe entered a cold 
damp place, more like a lumber- room 
than a hall, and did not ſee a ſoul, but 
Peter, the foot-boy, with lank greaſy 
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Mes. Mourtray, after tenderly ſaluting 4 
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dull labour of making it, ſhe ſhould be 
employed many a long evening, and of 

late ſhe had learned to deteſt all needle- 
work of the notable kind. 


At length the maid was diſmiſſed, and 


Mrs. Mourtray, having leiſure to view 
her daughter, was alarmed at the altera- 
tion ſhe e in her countenance. 


= Bleſs me! cried ſhe, « why; > furely, n 
you are ill!” | 


Emma aſſured her of the contrary, a0 
that ſhe was only a little out of ſpirits at 
leaving Wilmington, where ſhe had been 
ſo happy, and at parting with friends, 
whoſe n ſhe never ſhould forget. 


«© Poor thing ” caid Mrs. Mourtray, 


95 “] am ſure I am ſorry for you, for you 
e will paſs a dull time here. I think the 
place is quite altered, for my part: I did 


not find the winters formerly ſo very diſ- 
| agreeable; 5 
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agreeable; but now, your father is always 
either out, attending to his farm, or 
engaged at cheſs with Du Maſſon :. ſome- 
times he even plays in the morning.” 

I am glad he has found fomething,” 
ſaid Emma, © to amuſe and occupy 
him.” 


« Yes; but it is very dull for me; 
Y owever, now you are come, all will be 
Vel: I thought thoſe great ladies never 
intended to ſend you back, but meant to 
mw you with them.“ 
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Emma formed half a with that Me had 
| lone this; but ſhe curbed it, as ungrate- 
ul to her 'mother. Mourtray, and her 
ld preceptor, came in together juſt be- 
ore dinner: ſhe made an 2 to look 
Wheerful, for ſhe doated on her father, 
ho was the moſt kind and indulgent of | 
Iarents. But after a little chat with him | 
nd Du Maſſon, on different ſubjeRs, ſne 
. 2 relapſed 


id 
it. 
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| relapſed into melancholy ; trying to per- 


being, for a little while, alone with Mr. 


lamenting her departitre ; 5 « For you Can- L 
not imagine, papa, continued ſhe, «© how 


very agreeable ſhe is, nor how fond ſhe 


her fondneſs of you, that is not quite ſo 5 


| ſhould ſhe pretend it, and why ſhould fr 


tions ;—becauſe ſhe wants you.” 


— 


ſuade herſelf, that this was ſolely cauſed 
by the loſs of Lady Bell's company; and 


Mourtray, ſhe could not refrain from 


1s of —— 


e That the can be agreeable, I readily f 
conceive,” ' replied Mourtray, « but as to 


clear.” 

| * | . i . | 
* Good heaven, papa! how can you| 
ſay ſo? If ſhe does not love me, why 


be ſo anxious to have me for ever a 
Wilmington 38 

4 one anſwer will (ive for your que E 
Ta 
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„ 
How is that poſſible ?” 


« Yes, ſhe does; the ſociety at Wil- 
mington, except on particular days, is 
always the ſame; ſhe has nobody of her 
own. age to amuſe her, for her ſiſter 18 


too grave; but vou are young and 
lively.” 


So then,” ſaid Emma, a little diſ- 
W contented, « my uſe is merely to amuſe | 
Wher bY | 
* Certainly ; for if you were in town, 
ſhe would conſider you as nobody, be 
cauſe ſhe can ſind many there, who would 
better anſwer her RF: 
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** Indegd, papa, I am ſure you are 
miſtaken ; Lady Bell is always wiſhing 
I could . in town when ſhe is there.“ 


„ (6 ſhe tells you; but FI 
ladies are ſometimes — and I 
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728 5 
much ſuſpect that Lady Bell would notice 
Emma Mourtray very little, unleſs ſhe 
could make a figure equal to herſelf.” 


„There is little chance of that,” ſaid 
Emma, with a ſigh, „or that ever I ſhall 
ſee London; but, I own, it would mortify 
me very. much to find Lady Bell different 
there from what ſhe is in the country; 
and excuſe me, Papa, for doubting that a 
perſon can be capricious, who is ſo re- 
- markably good Ne: 4 


My dear girl, when you are older, 

- Mheſe fort of changes,” ſaid Mourtray, 

| * « will appear leſs wonderful, and ſcarcely 

. affect you; for your” will be ie to 
FR gem.” „„ 


* 


«6 Age, weh, 18 «1 worſe than 1 
thought it,” ſaid Emma; “ for to live in 
conſtant diſtruſt would be more di- 
agreeable to me than gray hairs, or 
wrinkles.” by 
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/ 
« Conſtant diſtruſt can only be felt by 
bad minds; but youthful ones ſhould not 
form too warm attachments till they have 
diſcovered more than agreeable qualities, 
or even- good -nature; for theſe alone, 
take my word for it, Emma, form a very 

inſecure baſis to friendſhip. ? 


The converſation here dropped; and | 
Emma, at her father's requeſt, took her 
ſeat at the piano forte, and ſoon played 
herſelf into-better ſpirits, 


The oblervukiome Mourtray had made 
on Lady Bell had not, indeed, been muck 
in her favour; but he had more in view y 
than merely to guard his daughter Rome 7 
being duped by the ſemblance of f triend- 
ſhip : having obſerved, not without un- 
eaſineſs, her extreme ſuſceptibility of firſt 
impreſſions, his chief object was to warn 
her againſt giving way to them too 
lightly; but no caution of this kind 

Sn has 
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has much effect; experience alone being 


able to rectify the errors of misjudging 


PR 


Mourtray did not again reſume the 
ſubject: he was, in general, averſe to 
every diſcourſe that had the, leaſt reſem- 
blance to a lecture; and baving per- 
formed his duty, in admoniſhing his be- 
loved Emma, he gave himſelf no further 
concern, but left matters to take their 
own courſe. 


Mrs. Mourtray now ſtrove, as much as 
poſſible, to find amuſement, as well as 


employment, for Emma: with the former 


ſhe affected to appear pleaſed, to gratify 
her mother, and performed the latter 


with her uſual diligence ; but, with real 


ſatisfaction and apparent cheerfulneſs, 


ſhe renewed her ſtudies with Du Maſſon | 


and her. father, though ſtill her thoughts 
often wandered to the Wilmington fa- 


mily, 
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ily, and ſhe ſecretly ſighed for the plea- 
ſures the ſuppoſed them enjoying. 


No wonder, then, that the Todt) 


months of a very ſevere winter appeared 


to her more inſupportable than ever: 
formerly, not being of an age to mix. in 


the world, of which ſhe knew nothing, 


her ſecluſion from it had not ſtruck kr 


as a hardſhip ; but now ſhe recollected, 


that Lady Bell was only a few months 


older than herſelf, and ſhe felt that the 
only obſtacle which prevented her ap- 


pearing in the ſame brilliant circles as 
did her friend, and having her ſhare of 
admiration, was the narrow fortune of 


her father. 


Inſenſibly, and without being tho- 
roughly conſcious to what extent, ſhe 
had imbibed, at Wilmington, notions of 
grandeur and ambition, which' never 
would haye entered her head had ſhe not 
lived ſo, much with perſons of the moſt 


E 5 


worldly | 
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worldly caſt: mixed with theſe was a 
little vanity, . originally the only weed 
that had ſprung up in a mind, in which 
bloomed a thouſand native virtues; and 
this baneful plant, though cruſhed} as 
much as poſlible, by her father, had too 
often been foſtered by her fond, but weak 
mother : lately, too, it had gained ſtrength 
by the compliments ſhe had received 
from almoſt all the men ſhe had ſeen at 
the balls, where her beauty far 3 | 
that of all others preſent. 


Indeed, nothing more lovely could be 
imagined than was her countenance, nor 
any thing more perfect than her form: 
her features, without being ſtrictly re- 
gular, were beautifully turned; her large 
dark eyes were full of ſpirit and ſweet- 
neſs, and her figure was ſo juſtly and 
_elegantly proportioned, that ſhe ſeemed 
fit to ſerve as the model of one of the 
Graces. The colour of her eyes and hair, 
with the circumſtance of her name ac- } 
| cording 


-, 


nut- brown maid; but her ſkin, though 
brown, was clear, and animated with the 
pureſt red. 


1 * 


cording ſo well with Prior's Emma, in- 
duced her father often to call her his 
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ther, added to the roads rendered impaſſ- 


Mourtray family from even the flight 


8+ 


CHAP. V. 
THE exceſlive inclemency of the wea- | 


able by heavy falls of ſnow, debarret the 


tercourſe they had, in general, with their 
neighbours. Nothing, therefore, inter- 


rupted the dull uniformity of their way of 
life: each day the morning domeftic oc- 
cupations were the ſame; the walk on 


the downs, when 4 favourable gleam of | 
funſhine appeared, was repeated ; the 
ſame party met at dinner, uncurniſhed 


with any new topics of converſation; 


and the only circumſtance which exhila- 
rated their ſpirits in the evening, was the 
arrival of the letters and newſpapers, 
which an old infirm man 1n the village 
walked ſome miles each day to fetch : 
he generally arrived about fix 0 clock, 

5 and 
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and this hour was always expefted with 
3 


One evening, about the end of Fe: 
bruary, a freſh fall of ſnow had preyented 
his making his uſual diſpatch : Mourtray, 
though of a phlegmatic diſpoſition, ſeem- 
ed a little impatient at this delay ; his 
wife fretted ; and his daughter ran out 
every five minutes to-aſk if nothing was 

come; nothing, indeed, was expected. 
'S except the newſpapers ; but the value of 
N theſe can only be known by people, * 1 
1 like this family, have been confined" in 
f a the country during a long dreary winter, 
E 
4 


Under ſuch circumſtances, the arrival of 
| one of theſe precious ſheets i is an import- 
5 ant event, and it is devoured with SM 


- eyes and; ears. 1/9 35 

5 | 

„ n e be aut 23 eight, K 
* Mourtray, almoſt hopeleſs of learning, by # kt 
T the uſual channel of information, what 
6 - was paſling in the world, ſought conſola- 5 
d | : t In 
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tion by ſitting down to cheſs with Du 
Maſſon, whom he had detained at Down- 
ton during the laſt week; and he ordered 
Peter to ſtep into the village, and enquire 
what was become of the letter-carrier. 


— 


SI — 
- —— ne. — —ͤ— 4 
— = c n 9 
= - — S 2 — 3 — 8 — 2 
— — 
— — — 
8 — — — — wenn — 
— — — — — - 5 
2 — — — — — _ : — — —— . oy 
_ — 8 — . a - — Es p 
* PLING Ky. - - = I * _ — — 
: * 3 5 > * « — — — ——— —ÿc- —— — 
þ — — * * 
* P - 


— R — 
— 
* — * rd 
7 — — 


_ While the cheſs players, abſorbed in 
74, 1 their game, kept a profound ſilence, Mrs. 
_ Mourtray, having now relieved herſelf, by 
wondering how this could happen? 
| what could poſſeſs old Andrew to ſtay fo 
late?” and next, by conjectures on the 
fort of event that might have retarded the 
papers departure from London, betook 
herſelf to ſome plain work. 
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ry EY been long enough engaged in 
this, to fall nearly aſleep over it, and only 
I kept her eyes open by frequent applica- 
tions to her ſnuff-box; which, in all her 
1 little troubles, ſhe viewed e as the firſt of 
val comforts, 


Al 
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All this time Emma, conſidering this 
evening as more peculiarly under the in- 
fluence of dulneſs than any other yet 
had been, quietly reſigned herſelf to what 
| ſhe could not mend; and fetching her 
muſic-book, ſhe began copying into it 
fome opera-dances Lady Bell had lent 
her when ſhe left Wilmington. Whilſt | 
her pen traced the notes, her fancy was 
tracing the paths of pleaſure that, prob 
bly, her friend was treading, and coffe 4, 
n the difference of their ſituations, _ 


Not o one Hlable had been heard ine 
parlour for above an hour and a half, ex, 
cepting check; when the ſtillneſs was 
ſuddenly broken, by Peter's voice paci- 
99 the n en as he entered e e 5 
> 1 
This ſound rouſed Mrs. Adana out 
of a flumber into which ſhe had fallen: 5 9 
"« Bleſs me!” cried ſhe, ſtarting u . 
bs „here s the = at laſt 2 5 * 
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To this exclamation her "FIN who 
happened at that moment to- be under 


no ſmall anxiety for the fate of his gueen, 


But Emma, whoſe motions were like 


lightning, had already anticipated the 


entrance of. Peter.into the parlour, whom 
ſhe had flown to meet in the hall, and 
now appeared with the much Viſhed-for 

" in her hand.. 50 


. Andrew is EE and' well, papa,” 
_ eried ſhe ; © but the ſnow is ſo deep, the 
poor man could not find his way; and he 
would probably have remained on the 


aon all n if Peter had 2 
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him.” 


A ſecond nod SH Mr. uon. 


« Shall 


89 | 
Shall I go and order ſomething warm 
to be given to the poor creature ?” aſked 
Emma of her mother, no longer think- 
ing of any thing but old Andrew; _ 
indeed, he ſeems half frozen.” | 


” Ring t the bell; but, Grit hold the pa- 
per to the fire, child; and as I hope this 
game of cheſs is almoſt over, you will 
mn time to read it to us before ſup- | 
per.” 


peter does not lows the bell, mamms a. I 
had I not better go * P 0 2 : 


« Why i in ah a burry ? ? Let me * 
juſt ſkim over = ous” 25 


While ſhe was doing this, Emma Sew 
to give directions that great care might 
be taken of Andrew ; and when ſhe re- 
turned, ſhe reminded her mother that 
there were two letters: © they are both, 
ſaid ſhe, for my father, and one of them "ml 
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has a great black- ſeal: PRO can that 
mean ?” 


A black ſeal ! oh, mercy ! it certain- 
ly is ſome bad news about Henry. Do, 


for God's ſake, Mr. Mourtray, let - your 


: Sane alone, and * 12 8 letters.” 


TORY: Mr. Abe; add but quite 
mechanically; he had ſaved his queen by 
the loſs of a biſhop 3 and meditating. a 
capital ſtroke, he neither heard nor ſaw 


any thing but the board before him. 


Mrs. Mourtray, quite out of patience, 
and full of anxiety about her ſon, ex- 
claimed, © you are really enough to pro- 
voke a ſaint; if you won't Shy the let- 


ters, let me at leaſt do it.“ 


” Do, FO any ng whatever you 
© pleaſe, 19 0 dear.“ 


ou 


the very words 


joyful news!“ 


In conſequence of this permiſſion the 
letter was haſtily torn open. Mrs. Mour- 


tray, eagerly glancing her eye over it 


« ] don't believe,” ſaid ſhe, © it is about 
Henry; but it is ſuch a crabbed hand, I 


can't read Rk of it: do, Emma, come 


and aſſiſt me.” 


The ladies now tried to conſtrue this 


Tetter. Emma made out theſe few words ; 


« he has bequeathed to you . ... . . con- 
fiſting off.. to a amount of 1 
anne pounds. 
| . 
ce Good God f am I awake, or do I 
dream ?” exclaimed the mother, ſnatch- 


ing the letter from her hand; “ ſurely 


you miſtake, child: no, F here are 


17 


as Papa ! O gin} ſuch news—ſuch | 
Is 


8 92 
No o. do, pray, mind your papa 
There he ſits immoveable -I firmly be- 
| Leve an earthquake would not rouſe 


him !- Mr. Mourtray ; ;: Why, Mr. Mour- 
tray, I ſay.” 


Dear, dear papa] pray liſten.” | 


10 check mate, Sir!” cried Mourtray, 
triumphantly riſing from the table, and 
puſhing back his chair. 


* Afſurement je ne m'y attendais pag!” 
faid Du Maſſon, ſhrugging up his ſhoul-- 


No, to be ſure, how mould you!“ 
eried Mrs. Mourtray, thinking only of 
the legacy: I believe nobody exprAgd: 
© oe 


8 * Well; my y dar, what is it you have 5 
been ſaying ?” quietly aſked Mourtray, as: 
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Jome good news, by Emma's capering 
about ſo.” 


tray, half ſullenly ; « God bleſs my heart! | 


* 


« News, indeed!” anſwered Mrs. Mour- 


have not I been ſcreaming to you this 1 
half hour, to tell you very great news; + 
but you would not attend to me.“. 


Wen, ſpeak, 1 am all attention.“ 


< Thirty thouſand «Pt Trente mille 
des putriotes priſes et tutes 7” interrupt- 
ing her, „vraiment cf une grande not- 
velle !” cried Du d rubbing his | 
hands.“ ? CL 


Lord bleſs me] why, Monfieur, the 
French are quite out of the queſtion. 
41 want, if poſſible, to make Mr. Mour- 
tray underſtand, that he has got a legacy ü 
of thirty thouſand pounds and 30 £4 
knows what beſides.” 4 


* 
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* "EE * cried Mourtray, coolly, 
whilſt, with an air of incredulity, he took 
the letter to read. © Let him convince 
himfelf, my love,” ſaid Mrs. Mourtray 
to Emma, who had clung hold of her 
father's hand, eagerly aſſuring him of the 
truth of the legacy. | 
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Do Maſſon, who underſtood Engliſh 
very imperfectly, could not, in the leaſt, 
comprehend what had happened; but 
fat with his mouth open, his eyes fixed, 
and twirling his thumbs, waiting an ex- 
Planation. 


Mennwhile; Mourtray convinced him- 
ſelf of the reality of. his good fortune ; 
and as he finiſhed the letter, he ſaid, 
Upon my word, my dear, this 1 is extra- 


(9? 


by news ! 


© Charming! delightful!” d 
both ladies: * and now, . ſaid Em- 


i. 


cc 1 
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< and now, papa, we can go to Lon- 
don!“ e 

« To be ſure, my dear, or any where 
elſe,” ſaid Mrs. Mourtray, anſwering for 
her huſband ; “ what may not be. done 
with ſuch a vaſt ſum of money!“ 


< hope, replied Mourtray, © things 
really are as ſtated in this letter; but we 
muſt not be too ſanguine before we are 
abſolutely in poſſeſſion of this money. 
But here is another tet to read.” 


This contained nothing material.” 
Whilſt he was reading it, Mrs. Mour- 
tray, after muttering ſomething about 
damping people's jo, ſuddenly recollect- 
ed what tranſports her dear Henry would 
feel on this occaſion ; and had almoſt a 
nind to ſend off an expreſs inſtantly, to 
| [WM ipart to him the glad tidings. Emma 
was explaining them to Du Maſlon, 
who, with his pencil, on a corner of 


Sg ® 


7 


1 


the neglected newſpaper, was reducing 
the thirty thouſand pounds into French 
livres; which operation being done, he 
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exclaimed, lifting up his hands and eyes, 
« Ah quelle ſomme ] quelle fortune im- 


menſe! —“ It is, indeed,” echoed Em- 


ma, an immenſe ſum ;” who, never 


having poſſeſſed more than a few ſhillings 
in her purſe, conſidered this legacy. as 


boundleſs. 


Mutual congratulations now paſſed be- 


tween the family; and Du Maſſon, hav- 


ing made his, retired to his chamber; 
when Mourtray offered to the ladies to 
read the letter aloud, to which they 


gladly e 


en 1 Feb. 20, ; |" 
<« an, | 
« 1 have the honour to how you of 


an event, in which you are highly inte- 


reſted. Your couſin, Mr. John Mour- 
any; after a ſhort illneſs of only three 
| days, 


lays, 


* * 
< on 
- « * = 
* 
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ni; 1 this life, at his lig in 
Great Marlborough-ftreet, at a quarter, 
before ſeven. yeſterday evening. He was | | 
but juſt returned. from Antigua, rather in 
an infirm ſtate of health; and it is ima- | 
gined that a ſevere cold, caught on his 


journey from Time Jnſeves: E 5 


e 5 FFW 1 
8 | | * en « „ 5 0 f 


1 My FEA. «98 friend EY, client, 
Simon Chowles, Eſq., and the deceaſed, 
who had long been in habits of intimacy, de- 
ſired my attendance yeſterday morning, at 
the ſick gentleman' 8 lodgings, to receive 
inſtructions for his will; which being 
made according to My, John: Mourtray's. 
directions, was by him duly executed; 
Mr. Chowles and myſelf being appointed 
his executors... Herewith I ſend you a 
ſhort Ketch of the, contents of the faid | 
will 2 * e ies wok os 510 ? M7. 
15 Hold, q eriell Mrs, | Raining # 40 1 
not puzzle my brains with Space e 2 
. DS: Pee | 
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but, in a rw words, explain. vat i lef 


. 


to you.” „„ 


80 It may be as well,” | replied Mour- 


| we with a Ale, | 


” e 


— 


ec Ten thoufand pounds, then, of this 


property, Mr. Sharp (the attorney) tells 


me, conſiſt of ſtock in the three per cent. 


conſols; ; the remaining twenty thouſand 
- are in ni the ands of Mr. Kae e Y 45 


„And kl 1s this Mr. Chowles?” 
aſked Mrs. Mourtray. . 


4 

> , 1 

E T7 ; - . 
of + A * r 


cc * eenffdersble ach as 1 am 


informed, in the city. Moreover, my 


couſin bequeaths me his whole property in 
Antigua, which the attorney ſays pro- 


duces, on an average, about two thou- 


ſand Nona a year. : N 
2210 Two e a year! p? exclaimed 
Mrs. Mourtray: e ſhall be rolling | in 

Wealth . 3 
66 Not 


7 


was not in Mr. John Mourtray' s poſſeſ- 


ſelling it to Mr. John Mourtray. My 

_ couſin then commenced a ſuit at law with 5 
him, which the attorney ſays he was in 
a fair way of carrying; but his declining 
health not ſuffering him to wait the iſſue, 


| there W in the letters iet 21-54 


e : ET. 99 
ec « Not 45 fg” ” ſaid he ec 5 4 Kate 


ſion at the time of his death; a Mr. El- 
wards, it ſeems, to whom he had let it, 


to the eſtate in right of his wife, whoſe 
father, he aſſerted, had not the power of 


he came to England to try change of 
climate; and Sharp ſays, he has left him 
all the papers relative to this affair, clearly 
proving his title to the eſtate, of which he 
has no doubt ſpeedily of putting me into 


poteffion, without any conſiderable ex- | 
penſe,% RE | 


— 


8 God grant it” el Mrs. Mour- 
tray: © but I. prefer the money to the 
eſtate; for my part I love certainties, - * 


. + 
. — > 


n concludes. thus,” anſwered Mour- 
tray. | 5 


« All theſe matters ſhall hereafter be 
fully explained by Mr. Chowles and my- 
ſelf; and it is highly expedient that you 
| come to town as ſoon as you can make it 
| convenient to . 
1 bropefadl before your relation's 
demiſe, to ſend for you; but he ſaid it 
was too late; and that, having lived 
abroad ſo long, he had no recollection of 
your perſon; although bearing his name, 
and being of his blood, he had always 
intended making you his heir. 
i 1 1 Sir, with due reſpe&, 
Vour moſt obedient ſervant, 
. TI X. Sna nr. 
ee Lionel 4 Mourtrey E.. Y |; 
„ Poor; man l. cried Mourtray with a 
figh, folding up the letter, poor man! 
it is e after is ſpent half 
: 5 — 
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his life out of N e that he 


ſhould only return home to die A wiſh 4 


had ſeen him; perhaps, with care, he 
might have been 0 5 


2 23 


10 To be flew it is e melancholy for him,” 
obſerved Mrs. Mourtray, with looks that 
belied her words“ very melancholy; 


but, after all, ſince he was to die, it little | 


ſignifies where ; and I cannot ſee why 


you ſhould wiſh a ſickly perſon had lived, 
whom you did not know; when, by his 

deceaſe, you will be able ſo opportunely - 
to provide for your chien Juſt com- 


ing into life,” 3 K. 


Mourtray made no a ; he ſeemed 


buried in thought. « I hope,” continued 
his wife, that you are Planning our 


| journey to town.“ Di SECS 
All in good time, my dear. 


'F3. Remember 


_ 8 j ' % 


— 


Remember, you are deſired. to 80 
immediately. | 


I intend itt OY I ſhall be deſirous, 5 
| after learning all. the particulars of my 
poor couſin's affairs, and taking proper 
counſel, of maturely conſidering, whe- 
ther or not, 1 ſhall take the neceſſary 
meaſures for the recovery of the eſtate : 


what can be done to make this houſe 
| comfortable.” | 


„ You had much better let this old 
| houſe alone,” ſaid Mrs. Mourtray, « and 
immediately get us a Food. one in 
town.“ ee 


« Do, dear papa!” cried Emma: «] 
hope Fo will carry us thither.” 


| Mourtray, ſmiling, promiſed he would; 
5 and, at his wife's repeated entreaties, he 
conſented to . for London the next 
1 „ morning ; 


— 


l "It 
4 


after which I ſhall return home, and ſee 
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morning, where it was agreed he ſhould 
hire a ready-furniſhed houſe for three 
months; and, as ſoon as this was done, 
that his family ſhould join him: The in- 
tended alterations at Downton, upon re- 
flection, he poſtponed till he had con- 
ſulted fome able architect. | 
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8 We without dwelling much on | 
remote and uncertain contingencies, was ; 
ſatisfied that the thirty thouſand pounds | 

would make her parents rich: e If 

= wealth, therefore, would enable them to 
indulge her in all thoſe object ſhe moſt 
wiſhed. „„ 


— 


While ; they had - beach 8 * 


arrangements, after emptying the con- 
tents of her ſlender purſe into old An- 
3 8 hand, ſhe ran to Du Maſſon s little 
ſtudy, where ſhe found him, not, as ſhe 7 


expected, elated with Joy, but VE: and 
thoughtful. 


a 


„ Fs 3 
„ ‚—N „ 
4 : | | > 5 . | | | 3 


| What means this 2” ciied” ke. 
«c "Vil you did not underſtand what 1 
told you 53 


He aſſured her he bad perfeftly under- 
ſtood her; but that; though he rejoiced | 
in the good fortune of his reſpectable 
friends, he could not help apprehending 
that it might deprive- bim of the Plealure 
of their ſociety. 


2 


12 Let not that grieve you ; but cheer : 
p. Monſ eur. What is wealth good for, 
855 to give us the means of gladdening 
the hearts of others as well as our own? 
And you may be certain, when my father 
| goes. away, he will take care to place you 

in a comfortable fituation,” 


Du Maſſon ng Ih Wais  pourguo? | 
partir, Mademoiſelle ? Ou pour TIER vous 
_elre mieur quiici?. Le chateau eft 2 un Fi 
antique, muis FF 
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« Oh! Heaven ! !” cried Emma, 2 why 
you would not wiſh: me to be buried i in 
this dull place all my life ? Go J muit, 
and go I ſhall: I long to ſee London, 
to ſee Lady Bell, and a enen other 


thin . 


n 


n 


„ enn 
x 8 Die 5 e 


e 


— 


, Du Maſſon, 3 his thoulders = 
hinted the dangers_of worldly pleaſures ; , { 

_ reverting to the -miafortindes of his country, 1 
which he chiefly attributed to the luxury 5 

| and diſſipation of the Pariſians beer ghe þ 
revolution. of 5 1 

„ ! | _ 


EE | FL VC g 
But Ras was not in a humour to 
liſten to a ſermon ; and, ſmiling, ſaid ſhe 
| would attend to him another time. She 
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: then deſired him to put on a merry face, : 
and come to ſupper; ; aſſuring bim, ſhe 
would not let her father depart Wha 

; | Ding him youre 10 be as ae as harſelte i 


7 
3; The ona. man's countenance. now 


brightened, for he knew the excellence | 
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106 LE, 
of her heart, and that he might rely upon 
her promiſe, - Misfortunes and extreme 
penury had ſomewhat contracted his 
mind, and made him feel a good deal 
more ſolicitous about his own intereſt 


than that of others; nevertheleſs, as far 


— 
— 2 — — 
— — 
— — 


as was in his nature, he rejoiced at the 
proſperity of his benefactors, and took 
his ſhare in the hilarity of the even- 


ing. 


Mrs. Mourtray is Emma, of courſe, 
were in the higheſt ſpirits; both enjoying 
the idea of ſurprizing Henry Mourtray 

with the delightful tidings of their un- 

expected good fortune: the former wrote 
him a line that evening, to be ready for 
the poſt next day. Emma wiſhed ſhe 
might write to Lady Bell, but conſoled 
Herſelf for the prohibition, by the thought 
that ſhe would be more agreeably ſur- 
prized to hear the news from ber own 
ä mouth. W | 
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Whilſt, till a very late hour, the ladies 
amuſed themſelves with gay projects for 
the future, Mr. Mourtray occaſionally 
liſtened to them with leſs /ang froid than 
uſual; and ſometimes revolved in bis >; 
mind all his favourite ſchemes of reſtoring, 
to the ſeat'of his anceſtors ſome Ds of 
beauty and neatnes . 1 pe bi 
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CHAP. VI. Sg = 


to * 
12 
* 


FarrHrol. to her word, Enns roſe 


oy the following morning, to mention 


to her father the promiſes of aſſiſtance 
ſhe had ventured, in his name, to give 
Du Maſſon. He embraced her tenderly, 


and leaving a trifle i in her hands, by way 


of earneſt, aſſured her he would fend 


from town ſomething better wort!, the 


old man's acceptance. He was juſt. on 
the point of ſetting out on his Journey, 


* 


when Mrs. Mourtray appeared, again to 


remind him of what ſhe had been ear- 


neſtly recommending, which was the ab- 


ſolute neceſſity of procuring a handſome 


A I to be ready againſ* her arrival 


% 


With this :njunAion he Npurted: and 


the and her daughter, willing to profit 


12 75 a ny — 5 N after breakfaſt, 
to 


109 | 
to take a walk on the downs. Their 
opening views ſo engroſſed their thoughts, 
that they had wandered a conſiderable 


wy from home before they diſcovered 


; yet the ſnow. on the- ground, made it 


\ 


| 4 bad walking. „ 

At length wearineſs obliged them to 
return, and they were within a hundred 
yards of the paddock gate, when they 
aw a gentleman briſkly trotting towards 
them, whoſe figure had very much. the 


air of . 8. 
« Blefs mel 
« js not that Mr. Sydney; the ugly man 
I faw at _ Hall : +: What can Wan Was 
= here? 8 5 y 


* 
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Rs bluſhed, for more thay one 1 rea- 
PORK and, if ſhe had any fuſpicion of the 
cauſe of his appearance, her mother" 8 


ex pre mon would alone have Wen 
Ute e arowing ts. 5897 
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Mrs. Mourtray, dias according to 
her uſual cuſtom, began diſcuſling her 
own conjectures, all quite different from 
thoſe of her daughter; and, before - ſhe | 


bad ſettled this point, W ene. 
and joined them. bs 7 4 


| 1 the vial compliments, Mrs. 
MNourtray eagerly enquired, what brought 
him to that part of the country; 3 his own 


babitation a at a e diſtance 
from it. N % 


o * . * g - 


Ld 1 


He anſwered, not without a degree 


of confuſion, that he had buſineſs at 


and could not paſs. ſo near Down- 
- do without flopping. to enquire after 
the health of a family, for whom he had 
fo great a reſpeQ : encouraged to take 
this liberty, by having the honour of forme 
nw with Miſs! Maut. | 

To this Mrs. Mann lightly. © cour- | 
weed; ; and 0 pologzipg that tha 


| aſked, whether he would partake of their 


7 
l. 3 - 


gu? q 2 
— _ * * * 3 


. 


could not defire him to make any ſtay, 
her huſband being abſent, ſhe Juſt coolly 


» 
1 5 
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family dinner; obſerving, however, that 
it was very dangerous riding over the 
downs at night, the hollow pg ns 
filled with now. '£ 


4 


2 3 IT Sr * r 
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| Sydney proteſied: he n | willingly L 
i defy this danger, or indeed any other, to 
enjoy the pleaſure of paſſing a few hours 
at Downton, looking at Emma, witn 
eager and ſparkling eyes, who, with her 
wonted frankneſs and good humour, laid | 
the was delighted to ſee him. eee 


51K Delighted p? 3 Mrs: | Kidur- 
tray to herſelf, contracting her brow— 
delighted how can the girl ſay ſo * 
Emma inſtantly perceiving, by her -- 
ther's face; that ſhe had faid too much, . | 
became more referred in ker. e r, — 


F 
| * 
A 
t 42 
*430 
1 
14% 
4 U 
. 
„ 
3 
0 
oP 
o T5 + 
. 
ol 
68 
[1 nn 
e 
W li; 
Was... 
inn 
: 
5 
7 5 
Aan 
NN. 
. 
„ 
10 1 
1 . 
* 
5 N «+ 
Ae, 
1 
15 
4 1 
; , 
10 0 
11 
. 
: , 
1 . 
1 
4 „ 
„ 
1 
I. 
117 
„ 
mere! 
; 
iy 4 
4 
7 
i 
, 


E | 1 


The dinner paſſed in converſing on 
general topics of weather, news, and 
country occurrences, with occaſional 
myſterious hints, dropped by Mrs. Mour- 
tray, of the change in her fortune; to 
which Sydney liſtened with an air of 
intereſt, repreſſing, however, his curioſity 
to learn more than ſhe choſe to com- 
municate ; yet, when ſhe mentioned her 
intention of ſoon removing to town, his 
heart bounded with delight, and he could 
not refrain from exclaiming Good 
God! how glad J am for there I may 


have frequent men of ſeeing 3 you 
ladies.” 4.28 $41.02; 


Jon think, then, of going to town to 
make ſome ſtay?” aſked Mrs. Mourttay, 


S (ef ©» 


— — de honour of cling v upon 5 


you ſometimes.” 
1 
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She bowed, and ſaid, hefitatingly, . 4 
„We ſhall be a good deal engaged, Sir, 
and probably little at home, as our ſtay = 
in town win be but ſhort,” “ = go 


7 54 7 %. 4 


5 But ſötttetimes, Madam, I may have þ 
the good fortune to aq you.” \ 


. * Perhaps, va. all herreply. 
„ Ache Sydney had no fry view 
in this viſit than merely to have a pleaſure, 

which it appeared to him an age fince 
he had been deprived of, that of ſeeing 
Emma, he could not help, When he 
thought himſelf unobſerved, fixing his 
eyes upon her with an expreſſion of ten- 
derneſs, which did not paſs unnoticed: by 
Mrs. Mourtray, who,” repeatedly” looking. 
at her watch, obſerved how Rockig the 
ſnow had made the roads. e eg 
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; inclinations, had as. long as poſſible diſ- 
MES regarded 


114 

regarded theſe hints, felt at length that 
decorum conſtrained him to depart ; he, 
therefore, rang the bell; and deſired his 
horſe might be brought to the door.— 
The horſe not- arriving immediately, he 
ſought to reconcile her to the delay, by 
relating ſeveral anecdotes and accounts 
of things and places he had ſeen on the 
continent, where he had- lived. a great 
"geek; NT | 

But Mrs. 3 who * as . | 
a ; ine to a plain face as Lady Wil- 
mington had predilection for a handſome 
one, determined not to be amuſed; and 
obſerving that he ſtill lingered, though 
his horſe had been announced as ready, 
he faid, riſing from her ſeat, “ Indeed, 
Sir, it is getting extremely. dark; I mean, 
It will get very dark; and only a few 
nights ago, a poor man of this village loſt 
dis way, and was near periſhing. I re- 
an to n, therefore, not to loſe a 


n moment, 


60 


9 were to meet win an accident. WM 


will attend me in this perilous expedition? 


could be of any uſe, he might depend 


2115 


moment, as 1 ſhould be very ſorry, if you 

ec Ms: races you, Madam; from this 
apprehenſion,“ ſaid Sydney, ſmiling, I | 
will go this inſtant ;” and, bowing to her 
and Emma, he added, © May I hope, 
Miſs Mourtray, that your good wiſhes 


Nothing leſs can arm me with S to 
undertake N. LEES 858 


— 
— 


Emine gaily afured: ab: that, if theſe 


upon 3 en and e en, N 8 


.- 


50 Pray,” f faid Mie Mountiey; as 4 = 1 
as he was gone, who is this . 
man? What 3 is i fituation (er , 


797 N 


Le <1 F little mote; Madam,” replied | 
Emma; *. than n he | 1s heir to his mo 
5 oro] ber. 
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ther's (Lady Clannarmon, ) title and eſtate, 
who does not, however, ſeem very kind 
to him, for ſhe ſuffers him to reſide 1 in a 
farm houſe, and lets the Faith ſeat,” 


Fee Umpir! It is a pity he is fo ugly, * 
I ſee en he is men with you.” | 
Tak With me, Maw "TY has never 


hinted any of the wind; Ft aſſure 
_ 


That may be; but: I hope, if ever 
hei thould ſay any thing of the kind, that 
you weil give him no encouragement; for 
with your perſon, and the fortune you 
72862 now n you may do better.” oo 
a 1 heirs: not. the leaſt s for 
Mr. Sydney,“ ſaid Emma, though I 
"muſt acknowledge, that I believe him to 
| be a very worthy man; and Jam certain 
that be. is very ſenſible, agreeable, and 
dances to penn” oo | 
« Nay 


TY 


117 1 
« Very likely ; but you did wrong to 


ſay you were delighted to fee him: 
young perſons ought not to uſe ſuch ftrong | 


expraſhons,'” when aig to men.” 


4 


W bluſhed. cc l am * 1 did this 


very innocently,” ſaid: ſhe; © though I 
certainly did feel pleaſed to ſee him, but 


no more than I ſhould to ſee any veep 
elſe of x _ * 5 8 Ei 

Whilſt this werben was paſling, 
Sydney, more enamoured: than. ever, was 
haſtening to the place of his deſtination ;. 
his mind occupied with the delightful 
idea, that he ſhould often ſee Emma in 
town; till this was damped by the juſt 
apprehenſion, that ſo much beauty could 


not appear in the world without attra&- 


ing a multitude of rivals ; one of whom, 
better gifted by nature and fortune than 
himſelf, might touch that heart he valued 
fo highly. He felt, too, with a ſevere 
pang, that if, by a miracle; this ſhould - _ 


not 
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not dere "OE might not like to ally 

herſelf to his mother, whoſe failings he 
in ſecret deplored. e 

Lads Clad. was the only child 
of the laſt Baron of that name. In her 
youth ſhe had poſſeſſed great beauty and 
vivacity, with violent paſſions, which ſhe 
never attempted: to controul. Lord Clan- 
narmon for many years lived abroad in a 
public character, and Sydney's father at- 
tended him as private ſecretary: though 
perfectly a gentleman, he was wholly 
_ deſtitute of fortune; his appointment, 
therefore, to this office he conſidered as 
truly fortunate, eſpecially as his Lordſhip 
treated him with infinite kindneſs and 
attention. One twelvemonth Mr. Sydney 

had paſſed content and happy, pundctually 
performing the duties of his ſituation, 
and daily riſing in Lord Clannarmon's 
-favour.; but, unfortunately, he had made 
equal progreſs in that of Ai Clannar- 
AM 1 of 
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His handſome perſon and e | 
manners had made an impreſſion on her 
heart, which, ſo far from reprefling, ſne 
took every opportunity of. diſcovering to 
him. But, ſenſible of the inferiority of 
his ſituation to her's, and gratefully at- 
tached to her father, he feigned not to 
obſerve what ſecretiy flattered his vanity. 
Two years younger, however, than Miſs 
Clannarmon; living conſtantly under the 
ſame roof with a beautiful girl, who 
ſcrupled not to make 'advances to him ;. 
poſſeſſing himſelf no firmneſs of mind, in? 
ſenſibly he forgot his obligations to the 
father, to devote himſelf ne to the 
daughter. 2. 
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Ihe conſequences alarmed them both, 

but Sydney far the moſt; for Miſs Clan- 
narmon, bold and fertile in contrivance, | 
ſoon planned a ſcheme that ſhe thought 


would extricate her rom: her preſent di- 
lemma. 5 


* 


he had an aunt in England, who had 
— her to ſpend ſome 
n her, which the had mnvariably | 


. 


"with hin. = e ; BY this in- 
vitation ſhe now reſolved to accept, eaſily 
obtaining her father's approbation : after 
which „having put Mrs. Barnſley (h r maid) 
into her confidence, ſhe haſtenedꝭ to - 
land, leaving ſecret directions with her 
lover, to ſecure her from detection, by 
carefully preventing any letters from her 


in London; where, under a feigned name, 
a had hired private lodgings to wait 
her confinement, writing conſtantly to 
Lord Clannarmon, and. dating her letters 
from his ſiſter's houſe. Although ſhe had 
no apprehenſions that bor father would 
. diſcover the impoſi ition, yet, to guard 
againſt accidents, Mr. Sydney had in- 
junctions to ſuffer no letter to paſs into 
5 Lordſhip 8 hands, till he had examined 


\ 


father reaching her aunt's houſe : Y inſtead 
ob which, they were to be. ſent to her, 
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it. Her ſcheme ſucceeded perfectly: in 
ſix weeks after her arrival in London, 
ſhe gave birth to a ſon, whom ffie had 

chriſtened Lewis Fitzaubert ; andi a fort- 

night afterwards ſhe made her promiſed 

viſit to her aunt, pretending ſhe was juſt 5 
arrived from the continent, and recently 1 
recovered from a very dangerous illneſs : { 


her pale face' confirming her affertion, * 
Was 1 believed. 


A 


f 4 
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Her child, by her NreMivns, v was as placed, 
in a village; about fifteen miles from town, 
under the care of a nurſe, who. was paid 
by Mrs. Barnſley (his ſuppoſed mother) 
for his maintenance, one year in ad- 
vance. "97 . JO no 
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Hitherto Lord Clannarmon had not 
entertained the ſlighteſt ſuſpicion of his 


b | daughter's conduct; when, one day, his 
* ſecretary (whoſe vigilance had relaxed 
0 dance he believed the danger over) being 
I». abſent, the letters from England, no longer 
* „ E I "gs 
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impeded in their progreſs, came ſtraight 
into his own hands. Seeing his daugh- 
ter's Teal, without heſitation he opened 
a letter, intended for Sydney, written in 
| ſuch terms as could leave him no doubt 
of her diſhonour; and, in a poſtſcript, ſhe 
mentioned, that now ſhe was with her 
aunt, it was not poſſible for her to ſee her 
infant; but that it was well. | 


To deſcribe the paroxyſm of rage of 
a father, extremely jealous of his honour, 
Who thus found himſelf duped and dif- 
graced by an only child, and betrayed 
by the perfon in whom he moſt con- 
fided—is impoſſible !—Indiſpoſed before 
with the gout, the violence of his paſſion 
threw it into his ſtomach ; and though, 
by medical aſſiſtance, it was not imme- | f 
mediately fatal, he ſurvived the ſhock 
but a very few days; long enough, how- 
ever, for him to have time to difinherit 
his daughter of all he could leave from b 
* A but he could not deprive her of his 
0 title, 
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{ Mr. Sydney had returned home, in the 
height of the confuſion, juſt as Lord Clan- 


\ ll MET" 
* 


2 


imprecations on his head. Guilty, abaſh- 
ed, and wretched, he had recourſe to 


As ſoon as this intelligence reached him, 
he made ſuch expedition in getting to 
ngland, that he arrived in time to be 
he firſt perſon to announce it to Miſs 
lannarmon; who, though a good deal 
zocked for an inſtant, ſoon felt more 


der miſconduct by leaving to a diſtant 


o ranch of the family four thouſand 
la ounds a year, that he could diſpoſe : 


. 


1 ' 
— 


7 


_ 


title, and about five-and-twenty hundred 


narmon had ſufficiently recovered his. 
ſpeech to ſhower down the moſt horrible 
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flight, and remained in concealment till 
he hearu of Lord Clannarmon's death. 


eſentment than ſorrow, when ſhe learned, 
fterwards, that her father had puniſned 


Y G2 —: Her 


. 
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— 


Her paſſion for her lover, which had 
acquired new force by abſence, and the 
malignant joy ſhe felt in braving her 
father's memory, induced her, without 
delay, to beſtow her hand and eh 
upon him. W 


The year following the new Baroneſs 
produced a; ſon, whoſe birth was cele- 
brated with the greateſb rejoicings, whilſt 
ber firſt- born, Fitzaubert, condemned to 
obſcurity, ſcarcely eyer occupied a place 
in her nn 


His 1 daes had often expreſſed 
a defire to ſee him, which Lady Clannar- 
mon peremptorily refuſed : “ Why ſhould 
you ſee him?” ſhe would ſay: © What 


wy | q 
good can it do the boy? You know be i © 
well; why run the riſk, by a fooliſh 50 w 

of expoſing my * 1 he 
de 


ney waa; dependant, and a 
by his wife, ventured not to oppoſe her 
will 
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will. The ſecret of Fitzaubert's birth 
Mrs. Barnſley ; Lady Clannarmon, there- 
fore, flattered herſelf it would prog be 
divulged. All tenderneſs for her unfor- 
breaſt from the inſtant of Julian Sydney's 
under his eye, ecaſed to think of him 
whom he had -hever ſeen. 

The poor neglected boy remained till 
about that time, Mrs. Barnfley (Lady 


quently ſhe placed him under the care 
of a clergyman, as a deſtitute orphan, 


having done this, ſhe conſidered ſhe had 


ſelf no further trouble than to pay: an- 
nually a ſmall ſum for his maintenance. 
| ne I}; * 


was only known to his parents and 


tunate ſon had been extinguiſhed in her 


birth; and inſenſibly her huſband, doat- 
ingly fond of the child, who grew up 
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he was eight years old with his nurſe : 
Clannarmon's confidante) dying, ſhe no' 
longer apprehended detection; conſe- 
whom ſhe protected out of charity; and 


done all that was neceſſary, giving her- 
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Lady Clannarmon's avarice and deſpot- 


ble and good, was his only comfort, and 
likewiſe beloved by his mother, as much 


cation ; for Lady Clannarmon, who did 


that talents and-information ſhould make 
- amends, in him, for the want of perſonal 
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Sydney heard of this arrangement, but, 
full of domeſtie chagrins occationed by 


iſm, he dared not ſolicit for his ſon the 
kindneſs denied to himſelf. Julian, amia- 


as was conliſtent with her narrow, felfj}h 


diſpoſition. 


Every attention was paid to his edu 


not want for ſenſe, ſaid, it was requiſite 


endowments. 


Fitzaubert ka now 8 . age 


; of twenty, without being known to his 
6 father, and ſtill i in entire ignorance of his 
family ; when, one day, Mr. Sydney be- 
ing on his road to London, and break- 
faſting at an inn at Bagſhot, a waiter 


informed him that a young gentleman 
below 


* 


r 


below earneſtly intreated to ſpeak with | 
| him. Mr. Sydney deſired he might be 
| ſhewnin; and preſently a tall, handſome 
youth appeared, who, if he had not been 
announced by the name of Fitzaubert, 
| he would have known to be his ſon, by 
his ſtrong reſemblance | to rae Clan- 
narmon. 


In the greateſt perturbation, and yet 
deſirous to retain his ſecret, he could 
ſcarcely ſtammer out an a into the 
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* EY of this viſit. 
ake Fass bett, however, without helita- 
a tion, ſaid, that having by chance learned, 
from the people of the inn, that he was 
huſband to Lady Clannarmon, whom he 
_ had been taught to conſider as his guard- 
- his ian, he wiſhed to enquire, wherefore ſhe 
n | had ceaſed, for above a twelvemonth, 
ak. to pay for his maintenance, to the great 
©" WM inconvenience of the clergyman who had 
. educated him, —and alſo, what views ſhe 


G4... ͤũ 
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had for his future eſtabliſhment, being 
heartily tired of his preſent ſituation. 


Sydney, at a loſs what to anſwer, ſaid 
he was ignorant of her intentions, but 
would not fail to- repreſent all he wiſhed 
to Lady Clannarmon; when he was 
firuck aghaſt by Fitzaubert's (after a mo- 
ment's ſilence, his eyes fixed full upon 
him) aſking—* Who was my father, Sir ? 
How came I under Lady Clannarmon's | 
care ?” „ Your father! .. . your father! 
. . . I really don't ... I can't, juſt... 

but _— Clannarmon was his friend. 1 


c 
t His end 2k deſert n = © 
0 


| But tell me, Fir, have I no relation, no 


connection, who will acknowledge me; ( 

or do I ſtand lingle and alone in the f 

wide world ?” ; 
. whih n re eve- a 


iy; inſtant, not venturing to anſwer, he“ 
of finued—< Perhaps you knew * 
N father, 
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father, Sir? Surely, if he were alive, [ 
| ſhould not be thus forlorn !” 

When Sydney, no hnger able to con- 
tain his feelings, cried, extending his 
arms to embrace him—“ Your father 
lives—he now preſſes you to his heart |” 


Fitzaubert fell in his arms, with infi- 
. nite emotion, but preſently ſtruggling 
with it, he aſſumed his former ſtern air: 
« You ſay, Sir, that you are my father,” 
cried he; “ but whence comes it that, 
till this moment, I have never ſeen nor 
heard of you? Was it in conſequence 
of your deſertion that Lady Clannarmon 
(excepting when ſhe forgot 8 n 


for my maintenance 25 
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ou are raſh in your © judgments,” 
and indiſcreet in your quEſtions;%y 
ef | Sydney, much diſcompoſed ; «bg; 12 — 
ny oy that Y ! OWD. af for my fon, + Andes 
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ſuch will provide for you as well as þ 
can. 


« Pardon me, Sir,“ ſaid the haughty 
youth, “ for troubling you with queſtions 
that, I perceive, it is inconvenient for 
you to anſwer: to Lady Clannarmon, 
therefore, I ſhall apply, to know why, 

without any fault of mine, that I am 
conſcious of, I have, during twenty years, 
been kept in Ignorance that I had a fa- 
ther.” 


W 


* Raſh boy!“ cried Sydney in an ago- 
ny of terror“ Raſh boy, beware! Half 
a word, a hint, may ruin you, —ruin us 
both for ever. Never, I charge you, let 
Lady Clannarmon know that you have 
ſeen me; and conceal from her, and all the 
world, what my weakneſs has extorted 
from me.” . 4+ b. 


5 «If 1 am to be ſilent, if 1 am ſtill 


to be conſidered in the world as father- 
leſs, 


| the wiſh of knowing, at leaſt, if I have 
a mother "oh ; 


whoſe name 


has made you, Sir, forget that you were: 


how culpably he had acted : but when 
be found his ſon in full poſſeſſion. of. his 


131 | 
lefs, at leaſt, Sir, explain for what myftes 
rious reaſon I am thus treated as an 
alien ! ,Excuſe me, Sir; I cannot repreſs 


« For Heaven's ſake enquire no fur- 
ther ; perſuade yourſelf you have no mo- 
ther; it is uſeleſs to mention a. perſon 


Gy 


« Is Lady Clannarmon !” exclaimed) 
Fitzaubert, finiſhing the ſentence ;—< yes, 
ſhe is the unnatural. mother who has 
deſerted her unfortunate ſon, and who 


a father.” 
Improper as had been the whole of 
Fitzaubert's language, and grating. as it 
was. to the ears of Sydney, he dared not 
reſent it, becauſe his conſcience told hinn 


8 6 ſecret, 
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elucidated . 
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ſecret, he ſeemed as if petrified at len gth 
he ſaid, How came you to know this? 


How did you learn that Lady Clan- 
narmon is your mother?“ — 


« From yourſelf; your extreme agi- 
tation when I mentioned her: the impro- 
bability that ſhe ſhould have undertaken 
the care of your child, confirmed what 
had before ſuſpected. Certain am- 
biguous hints dropped by Mrs. Barnſley, 


when T faw her juft before her death, 
which I had often fince revolved in my 


mind wirhout being able to explain 
—your behaviour this morning clearly 


* . 


As all further reſerve became uſeleſs, 
and almoſt impoſſible, Sydney now un- 


dertock the irkſome taſk of revealing to 
bis ſon the whole truth, endeavouring to 


often his haughty, ſtubborn ſpirit, by 


own ſituation, which depended entirely 


on 


N 
> 
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on Idee promiſing, however, that he 
would employ a ſmall ſum, which he 


thought he might be able to procure, in 


the pufchaſe of a commiſſion for him in 
the army, upon condition that he would 
give him his word never to reveal the 


ſecret of his birth, or let his mother ſuſ- 


pect he n, it, until he received bis 
mee tilt 2k DC 


4 


J ©: 


With much mt 3 
gave the promiſe, appearing, at laſt, 
tolerably ſatisfied with what he had ob- 
tained from his father; who, on his de- 
parture, flattered him with the hopes of 
ſeeing him again ſhortly; and Fitzau- 
bert, who was actually on his journey to 
ſee Lady Clannarmon when he acci- 
dentally met Mr. Sydney, now returned 
to his ſarmer abode. e e ee 


To raiſe the money, - acid negotiate the 


affair .of the commiſſion, now fully” bc- 


eupied Mr. Sydney ; but before any 


thing 
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thing was concluded, he fell dangerouſly 
ill in London, whither Julian Sydney, 


without Lady Clannarmon, had accom- 


panied him; and, finding his end ap- 


proach, in broken accents he recom- 


mended Fitzaubert to his brother, ac- 


knowledging him as his ſon, and refer- 
ring him to a paper he had written, at 


the beginning of his illneſs, for thoſe par- 
ticulars concerning him that he had nei- 
ther courage nor ſtrength to relate. 


As ſoon as Julian Sydney had recover- 


ed the firſt ſhock of his father's death, 


and paid the neceſſary attentions to his 
mother, who had arrived juſt in time to 
ſee her huſband: expire, he haſtened, af- 
ter peruſing with horror the diſgraceful 
private hiſtory of his family, to ſeek his 
brother, whom he had r apprized: 


of his father 8 deceaſe. 


: Full of warmth of heart and benevo- 
lence, Sydney advanced with open arms 
Sa to 


18 


to 


brace, ſaid, looking ſtedfaſtly at him 


ſeeing Mr. Sydney!“ nn witk em- 


dear brother,” cried Sydney, * for I feel 


much in n e 


| ledge me as a brother!“ 


. | 
to receive a brother he had never ſeen ; 
but Fitzaubert, ſhrinking from his em 
“At length, then, I have the honour of 


oy? onthe nume + 71 


* Say 8 rather than honour, my 


« You are ſo good, then, to acknow: 
«© Lam happy to call you fo, and hope 
wal my TG to you ou OO 


« We are nee to encth other! oa 
ſaid Fitzaubert, coldly. 7 4:60 F 


0M 1 15 went ſo long have 


been ſo. Alas! we have Bun much, to 


N . Poor father. B 
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on may have cauſe, cried Fitzau- f 
bert, haſtily, with his eyes flaſhing fire 
* you, Mr. Sydney, may have cauſe to 
lament a father, and. to love a mother ; 

- but as for me, rejected by the latter, 
and deceived by falſe promiſes by the 
former. bot : 


Say not ſo,” cried Sydney, inter- 
rupting him; * death alone prevented my 
poor father from completing what he 
had attually begun for your advantage: 


now it ſhall be my affair to bring it to a 
concluſion.“ 


* You 0 readily.; but where are 
your means for the Pome. by 


« Perhaps I —_ obtoin them 4 my 
mother; if not, whatever I have, I will 
ſhare with you.”, 5 


++ 
” — 
is * 
; 6 
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10 Mentic not. your ds "bit for 
her, . ſhould not be reduced to the 


* hu mi- 


—— — — eo ̃. — = 8 — — . 8 —_ 
— . . — —— — ä — — = _ = \ —_— - 
_ — N — = — = — +. 2 r 1 — _ - — — 2 7 CS ——— = — r = =wTi = -_ 1 — — — _— = * _ — 2 — — — — 
- — — — — — —.— Fe — — —ä— — * — . ſ„“kA - DE IE = * —̃— 2 Mn AE == _- = 2 — 5 — ů — — —— — I : = F x WCC INN. — 
= = — — —— — —̃ — — — nm = — —  —— 2 —— _ — ——_ — — — — - — — — — — - — == = — — — - ——— — == on S. l 
. _ — ͤ — — — — — — — — - —— - — =. — ö O_o SI. — ( — — — — — — — = T —— ̃ — — * 2 — I p RP — — — — — 
— — Gn — 2 — — ” 2 8 - 2 — — hs — — — >} — = — — — + = — — > — 2 == 5 — — 2 — = _ p_—_— — >= * VIII — . OT RN 2 - ——— 2 —— 5 — 
— 5 — — — _— — — — = 7 — * — — = _ — — - — — - — —— — — — — — — = — — _ — — — — 
_ — 2 —— 3 1 22 — - — — — —ů—ů— — — — — — — — — —̃ñ̃ '7— — — 2 2 — 12 — - — = 5 3 — — 
—— — Sing CEE ———— — —— — . — — — — == = — EE: ——— = Ce Iz 4 7 nr emo —— 5 © I DO ———_ = 22 231 — — 
— . — TI, E —— — 2 —— — —— — — - - — — — * 2 — — —— — : —* — 
— — — . K — — DD Ee Sa — 1 — — _ = — — —— — —— = — — . — * — — 
— - — — - 2 — —_— —— N = 2 = - - — * o Ren; — It 2 — I — — 
_ 5 . = —— . es — : — — — 5 . — „ * * 2 = a hit 
> > — — — - — - — — 3 = r 
— — — n = > — 8 - * 


— 


137 | 


humiliating neceſſity of receiving favours 
from my younger brother, the future 
Lord Clannarmon !”. 
A ſentiment of indignation aroſe in 
Sydney's breaſt, which he could ſcarcely 


ſubdue ; but, recollecting that Fitzau- 


bert felt himſelf injured. and neglected, 
he ſaid, though not without emotion. 


If ever you find me diſpoſed to arrogate 


to myſelf any ſuperiority for poſſeſſing 
what I acquire by no deſert of my own, 
you will do right to treat me with aſpe- 


rity; but whilſt you find me inclined ta 


ſoften, as far as is in my power, thoſe 
hardſhips which I did not inflit, but 


which I ſincerely lament, treat me, I con- 


Jure you, as a brother,” 


L Will you inftantly lend mea hundred 
e ?” aſked. Fitzaubert, —— 


« Certaigly,” as Sydney, ths 
out hebitation, though. His ſmall allow- 
* ance 
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ance rendered the loan thus ſuddenly” 
required mens. inconvenient. 


a” 2 Well, -L We ſaid Fitzaubert, |M 
wringing his hands, © you will force me, 3 
in deſpite of myſelf, to love you.“ . 


Sydney, delighted at the termination 
of a dialogue that began ſo unpleaſant- 
ly, immediately gave his brother a draft 
for the money, and, after ſpending the 
day with him, haſtened to his mother, 
reſolving to try, without giving her rea- 
fon to fuppoſe he knew how nearly the 
was intereſted, whether he could not 
ſoften her in behalf of her own and firſt- 
born child. 


8 


He ie informed her, with all 
poſſible delicacy, that his father had re- 
vealed to him that he had a brother, a a 
fine, handſome young man, whom he in- 
tended (had he lived) to have placed 
in the army; but that, by their late 
| misfor- 
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a bis brother had been left 
voy deſtitute. 


Lady Chile whoſe countenance . 


had undergone various alterations during 
the time he was ſpeaking, finding he 


hefitated to proceed, ſaid, in a voice of 
{tied anger, “ And, pray, for what pur- 
wo do you mention this young wither?” 


" 1 thought, 6 hoped—to ex- 
cite your pity and generoſity, to accom 
pliſh wi father 8 mamas BY. - 


0 1 8 not wk has excited: you,” 
ſaid Lady Clannarmon, haughtily, © to. 


5 preſume to trouble me on ſuch a ſubjett : 
but let me recommend to you, never to 
repeat it ! 9 


(22 
1 


— 1 ſhould be exiriinely; concerned, 


Madam, to offend you ; yet, to c for 
=: unfortunate brother | 
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5 p exclaimed Lady Clan- 
narmon, © brother, indeed I- Mind, I 
forbid your calling Fitzaubert brother. 
The bounty he has hitherto owed to 
my 22155 ſhall inſtantly be withdrawn, 


if 


« It has already been ddt wn: | 
For God's fake, Madam, conſider his 
deſerted, wretched ſituation.“ 


N „Get out | elif 1 1 this 
inſtant !- cried Lady Clannarmon, with 
ungovernable fury: —“ Depart, I ſay,— 
leſt I ſhould rand Jam your mother.” 


He's, indie buy thus violent, obey- 

ed, but generouſly made a ſecond at- 
tempt to ſoften her hard heart, which 
unnaturally deteſted her eldeſt ſon, be- 
cauſe he Was a living proof of her own 
Aiſhonour. This : being as unſucceſsful 
as the firſt, he went to town, determined 

to make every exertion to ſerve his 
| brother ; ; 
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brother; and, after incredible difficul- 
ties (increaſed by his wanting two years 
of being of age), and, at a very heavy 
expence, he contrived to raiſe, on the 
eſtate he muſt inherit after his mother's 
death, a ſum ſufficient to procure an en- 
ſign's commiſſion for Fitzaubert; ex- 
hauſting the ahief part of his annual al- 
lowance to pay his debts, and furniſh bim 
ſo as to . like a gentleman. * a 


But 8 Sydney's remonſtrances, - 
nor entreaties, nor yet his kindneſs, had 
ſufficient weight with Fitzaubert, to pre- 
vent his openly declaiming againſt his 

mother; conſidering. his. promiſe to his 
TL father as cancelled, by his having failed 
Y in his part of the agreement, and * her 
i ſubſequent hae Wang Wanze 


1 Lady- Clannarmon, finding the flory 
1 WU the had been at fo much pains to con- 
ceal likely to become public, thought it 
8 Fa to retire abroad; and fed on 
: | : . Florence 
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Florence as the place of her reſidence: 
but, to remove Sydney at a diſtance from 
his brother, ſhe ſent him to make the 
tour of Europe, which engaged him for 
two years ; after which, being now of 
age, ſhe ſuffered him to return to Eng- 
land, where be had been about half a 
year at the time he came to the fete at 
Wilmington, and had not ſeen Fitzaubert 
ſince his return, as he was abſent with 


the regiment to which he belonged, in 
irtiand, | | 


Nevertheleſs, he never failed to hear 
from him whenever he experienced any 
pecuniary wants, which was not un- 
frequently the caſe, as Fitzaubert had 
little delicacy, and a Gponttion prone to 


extravagance. | 8 


. Sydney's liberality to his brother, and 
Lady Clannarmon's illiberality towards 
himſelf, had obliged him to live with 
much dane and œcõhõOmy; but, juſt 
before 


5 * 
43. *. 
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before his viſit to Downton, ſhe had un- 
expectedly ſent him an order on her 
banker for a ſum ſufficient to enable him 
to paſs ſome time in town, whither ſhe 
deſired he would immediately remove. 


144 


CHAP. VII. 


A WEEK bad now „ hpfed fince 


Mourtray's departure: one letter only 
had been received from him, written in 
great haſte, merely to ſay his relation's will 
had been prove: and that he found the 


legacy would be* *paid immediately ; but 


that the reſt of the affairs were rather in 
a more complicated ſtate than he had 
been given to underſtand by Sharp's firſt 
account: though the lawyers he had 
conſulted were of opinion that his title 
to the Antigua eſtate was good. In a 
poſtſcript, he added, that he had be- 


ſpoken a carriage ; but had not yet found 


a houſe that would ſuit him. 


The ladies, therefore, were obliged to 


reſtrain their impatience till further in- 
telligence arrived: but with every return- 
5 Wel it broke out anew ; and, at laſt, 
. 


> Þ 
» FP -* 4 


„„ a 
Mrs. Mourtray proteſted, if her huſband 
did not get a houſe immediately, ſhe 
would go to town and get one herſelf. 


But ase had ſhe uttered theſe 
words, when the Joyful news came that 
he had hired a ready-furniſhed houſe in 
Upper Wimpole Street, which was quite 
prepared for the reception; of his family: 
and, at the ſame time, He ſent a few 
lines to Du Maſſon, with a bank-note in- 
cloſed, which ſo enraptured the-old man, 
that he was quite reconciled to his pupil's 
departure from the country, and cried— 
% Partez donc, Mademoiſelle, partez ; et 
moi auſſi je partirai, graces d Monfeeur 
votre pere; declaring his intention of 
joining ſome of his countrymen in the 
ile of Alen 1 15 


1 1 was perfectly indiffe- 
d to ent whither he went, though ſhe wiſhed 


in- him well; having no leiſure, at that time, PS 
urn Wo think of any thing excepting her; Jo * 
laſt, VOI. J. H — 


„ 
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ney. But Emma really took leave of 
kim with regret. She, likewiſe, made 
her farewell viſits to the poor of the vil- 
lage, by whom ſhe was adored ; for, 


ſmall as her means had hitherto been, ſhe 
had done all in her power to ſerve them: 


when ſhe could not give them money, 
though not fond of work, ſhe made 


linen for them; and ſhe had perſuaded 


her mother to keep a little ſtore of ſimple 
medicines for the ſick, of which ſhe had 
the diſtribution. Often ſhe employed 
herſelf in inſtructing the children in read- 
ing and writing; and in thoſe moral and 
religious principles inſtilled into her by 
Her father. N 

As the preparations for the removal of 
the family had been ſo long made, they 
arrived in town in two days after the re- 
ceipt of Mr. Mourtray's letter. The fight 
of a great city was not quite a novelty to 
Emma, for her mother had once taken 
her for a week ts Noth, whilſt the Wil- 
3 | mington 
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mington family were in Ireland; but ſtill : 
ſhe was delighted and ſurpriſed with the ; 


firſt coup d il 80 London. 


The ſituation of her new houſe by r no 
means pleaſed Mrs. Mourtray: ſhe com- 
plained it was almoſt as quiet as Down- 


ton; and would have preferred Bond 
Street, Piccadilly, or Pall Mall, to be 


convinced, ſhe ſaid, by the buſtle, that, 


at laſt, ſhe W was in Dae 


| 18 had no Ces embraced ber fu 
ther, than her firſt inquiry was, whether 
Wimpole Street was near Groſvenor 
Square, where the Wilmingtons lived; 
and ſhe was chagrined to learn that the 
diſtance was conſiderable. However, not 
to loſe a moment, ſhe diſpatched a note 
inſtantly to Lady Bell, to tell her ſhe was 
in town, and had» ſome agreeable intelli- 
gence to communicate ; havingino doubt 
but that ſhe would fly to her immediately. 
But the chairman, whom ſhe had charged 
H 2 to 
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to cake. * greateſt haſte back, after 
ſtaying a good while, returned, ſaying, 
that he had delivered the note, and been 
told it required no anſwer. 


A little diſconcerted, but willing to 
excuſe her friend, ſhe ſuppoſed the family 
might be at dinner when her note was 
delivered; recollecting that Lord Wil- 
mington dined very late in town. Poſſi- 
bly Lady Bell might not be able to come 
till the next morning; but then ſhe was 
ſure of ſeeing her. Dr: 


In this, however, ſhe was miſtaken ; 
for the morning paſſed, and no news 
came from Groſvenor Square! Emma, and 
Mrs. Mourtray alſo, was now convinced 
that there had been ſome blunder in the 
delivery of the note; and, therefore, 
without ſtanding on further ceremony, ſo 
abſurd amongſt friends, the former re- 
ſolved, in the evening, to go thither her- 
ſelf: but, Juſt as. * was ſitting down to 

| nt 


© 


149 


dinner, ſhe received a crumpled ſcrap of 


paper, with theſe words: 


„ DE AR EMMA, 
« What can have brought you to 
town? God knows when I can ſee you, 
for I am engaged over head and ears! I 


will, however, contrive (if mamma will 
let me) to call upon you ſome morning. 


when 1 bave leiſure. Ever your's, 
194 DELSA Fonrzzizus 


0 


This cold laconic note, that, at once, 
let down all Emma's hopes of ſurpriſing 


her friend agreeably, was ſuch a grievous 
diſappointment to her, that ſhe could 
ſearcely refrain from tears; but, aſhamed 
to ſhew ſuch weakneſs, ſhe handed it to 
her mother, and left the room.—“ Not to 
expreſs the leaſt ſatisfaction at my arrival, 


after all her warm profeſſions of friend- 


ſhip{” ſaid ſhe to herſelf. © Ah! my fa- 


ther, I fear, judged more truly of Lady 
Boll than n * 


1 * Mrs. 
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_ Mrs. Mourtray ſoon called her daughter 
back, and, without any reſerve, - gave it 
as her opinion, that Lady Bell had be- 
haved ſo very ill, ſhe ſhould think no 
more about her: but Emma, although 
angry, no ſooner heard her condemned, 
than ſhe forgot her diſpleaſure, to juſtify 
her; alledging, in her defence, that ſhe 
was ſure ſhe had not acted according to 
her own feelings, but had been 0 
by others leſs peu to oy 


Mrs. Mourtray, not venturing to rely 
on her own judgment in ſo important an 
article as that of dreſs, had made little 
addition to her own and daughter's ' ward- 
robe; waiting till ſhe had ſeen Lady Wil- 

mington and the young ladies, who muſt, 

of courſe, be in the height of the faſhion: 

but, now, having little hopes of improv- 
ing her taſte in conſequence of ſuch 
models, ſhe reſolved to wait no longer; 
and, the next morning, the hurried Emma 
from | 


„ 
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from ſhop to ſhop, till bach were Ralf 
; dead with fatigue. 


The whole "OW the day foliewingt 


were invited to dine with Mr. Chowles, 
who had ſeen Mr. Mourtray often fince 
he came to town; and had waited upon 


the ladies the morning after their arrival. | 


Mr. Chowles, though before unknown 
to Mourtray, being executor to his late 


couſin, had neceffarily much buſineſs to 
tranſact with him. The twenty thouſand 


pounds in his hands, he had, at firſt, 


offered to pay immediately; but, after- 
wards, having hinted that it would be a 


great convenience to him in his mercan- 
tile concerns to be ſuffered to retain this 


1 FLY 


H is Chowles 


» : 02 IE 


6 FO I 
” we, + 
5 5s ” 8 
. 8 


money ſome time longer, Mourtray, eaſy 7 
and obliging, though he could have dif- 
poſed of it much more advantageouſly, : 
conſented to leave it with him. 


— 
gt 


152 


Choulds Was a capital del, Indian 
merchant, whoſe commercial: dealings 
were very extenſive, and wWhboſfe credit 
was ſuppoſed to be eſtabliſned on the 
firmeſt baſis. He did not, however, re- 
ſide at his counting-houſe in the city, 
but had a large houſe in Hanover 
Square. | 


— 


Thither the Mourtrays were conveyed, : 
at five o'clock, on the day appointed: he 
himſelf met them at the head of the ſtairs, 

and introduced them into the drawing-- 
— room, where they found a gentleman and 
lady, whom he preſented to them as his 
relations; adding, in an audible whiſper— 
The honourable Mr. and Mrs. Prout- 
ing.“ 


The gentleman was a little, thin, 
ſqueezed figure, with a pale peaked face, 
and a pink noſe ; apparently the moſt in- 
ſignificant of beings, who ſeemed to 
have nothing, to do. in this world but to 

. echo 


85 * 
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echo the words of his wife; a lady Who 


ſhewed, on all occaſions, a moſt decided 
will of her own. 


She was a very plain woman, much 


marked with the ſmall-pox, with a very 


ordinary figure: probably, however, ſhe 
did not think ſo, for ſne was dreſſed to 
the extremity of the faſhion; in a tunic 
of violet-coloured velvet, with yellow 


ſatin ſleeves, ſo ſhort, as to leave her red 


elbows bare: her own ſandy hair was 


concealed. under a black Brutus wig, in 


the front of which ſhe wore a large dia- 
mond ſtar, to faſten on it two high yellow 


aud gen feathers. 


It would 1 very unjuſt not to add to 
theſe portraits, that of the maſter of the 
houſe, who was a very remarkable per- 
ſonage i in all places. 


Mr. e was between forty and 


Wen he had paſſed the younger part of 
HS: his. 
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his life in the Weſt-Indies, where his 

complexion acquired a deep ſhade of a 
tawny red; and, in proportion as he gain- 
ed wealth, he had gained fleſh ; which, 
unfortunately, did not comport with his 
height, being rather ſhort. Large ſtaring 
eyes ſeemed ſtarting out of his ſhining 
forehead; and his long yellow teeth ſeem- 
ed to have the ſame propenſity to puſh 
themſelves into notice. 


—— 


Such was Chowles in perſon; who 
now, to amuſe his gueſts, carried them 
through a ſuite of rooms he had juſt fur- 
niſhed ; willing to impreſs them with a 
proper idea of his taſte and — 
cence. 


But Emma, who had been ſo much at 
Wilmington, had learned to diſtinguiſh 
between tawdry ill choſen ornaments and 
elegant ſimplicity; therefore, to Mr. 
- Chowles's obſervation, that every thing 
in his houſe was rich and fate, ſhe had 
nothing 


/ 
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nothing to reply; though her mother 
perfectly concurred with him in this 
opinion. J 


) 


. "The dinner was profuſe, ad an im- 
meble quantity of plate was exhibited; 
but the ſervants were vulgar and awk- 
ward: Chowles, from time to time, look- 
ing, with a broad grin, at his country 


gueſts, to obſerve the impreſſion his 


ſumptuous table made on people ſo long 
accuſtomed to frugal een, 


251 You fon.” Miſs,” ſaid he 1 Emma at 
the deſſert (for he paid her marked atten- 


tion) you ſee that we city folks can 


have fine, ay, and good things too, as 


well as the quality. No offence, I hope, | 


couſin (bowing to Mrs.. Prouting) : : but, 


though I hate to brag, I muſt ſay, I ſhould N 


like to ſee the man, be he who he may, 


who underſtands better han me, them 


| fort of thipgs pA: 473 248, 5 Holand 
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«0! my dear Sir,“ cried Mrs. Prouting, 
e all the world does juſtice to your taſte ;. 
your cook's merits, too, are in high eſti- 
mation; and it was but. yeſterday even- 
ing that I heard. a great perſonage ſay, 
that he believed you had determined to 
monopolize all the fine things in London; 
for nobody could get a valuable picture, 
a ring, or even a ſnuft- box, if once you. 
heard of it.“ 
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og Ha! ha! and a very . reaſon for 

| that. Why, all your great people are as 
poor as rats; none of them bleed freely: 

now, for my part, when once I like a 

ting (looking, with a ſly wink, at Emma), 

have it Iwill; ſo there's an end of it.“ 
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oF: Very right, porle cy Want, ſaid the 
ane Mrs. Frouting. 
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Who can fo well afford to . 
himſelf ?” added her huſband." 
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me to brag, for I hate oſtentation,“ ſaid- 
Chowles, ſwelling with importance“ I 
will count guineas with any man as: 
long as he chooſes; and this: is pretty 


of life paſs ſo great a part of it, before they 
are accuſtomed to have any thing tolerable 
about them, that when, at laſt, they have, 
it is ſuch a novelty, they can't help boring 


to their hoſt, and who, but a few mi- 
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« As to that though far bod it Kune 


well known at t'other end of the town.” 


While Chowles, was thus engaged in 
boaſting, Mrs. Prouting, in a low voice, 
ſaid to Emma —“ People in a certain line 


one to death about it; though it would 
be much wiſer if they held their tongues, 
and did not remind one that they had 
once no right to expect it. Poor Mr. 
Chowles, though the beſt man in the 
world, has this e, 


1 aſtoniſned at this ſpeech, from - | 
a perſon who, ſhe underſtood, was related 


nutes 
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nutes before, had doſed him with Aattery, 
only. ſaid, in reply, that Mr. Chowles 
ſeemed to have a good-natured pleaſure 
in doing as much as he could to gratify 
others. THE 

« No, ma'am,” anſwered Mrs. Prouts- 
ing: © you are quite out there; he ſports. 
his ray oily to gratify himſelf.” 


All this . Mrs. Mourtray was en- 
joying herſelf extremely. Here ſhe found 
herſelf perfectly at her eaſe: not con- 
founded in a crowd, as ſhe had often 
been at Wilmington; not awed into 
ſilence by the proud reſerve of the enter- 
tainers; but conſidered now as one of the 
cef objects of attention. 

. 
a dinner, ſo many things had 
been recommended to her to taſte, ſo 
many objects to admire, ſhe had ſo much 
to ſay and to hear, that it is doubtful 
nich was the moſt delighted, ſhe or 
934 | Chowles: 


— 


1 59 


Chovrles': ; for it was a high orntification 


to his vanity and oſtentation to entertain 


a gue of her deſcription. 


But one abt diſcompoſed her 
a little; this was, that her huſband was 


in one of his ſilent moods, ſurveying, 


with the moſt perfect indifference, every 
thing around him. In vain ſhe tried, by 


her frequent appeals, to rouſe him into 


admiration ; ſhe could not get him to ſay 
three words, till the converſation turned 


on politics. 


Then, indeed, finding Chowles betray- 
ed ſome predilection towards the revolu- 
tionary principles of France, merely be- 
cauſe he weakly imagined, if eſtabliſned 
in this country, his ſuperiors, whom he 
envied and deteſted, would be brought 


down to his own level; Mourtray thought 


it neceſſary openly to avow, not only his 
ſteady attachment to the Britiſh conſtitu- 


tion, but alſo his rooted averſion to demo- | 
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oratic principles; and, as none of the la- 
dies had any taſte for political Anson, 
Mrs. Prouting propoſed to withdraw. 


After the orntlemes had joined the 0 
male party, the evening paſſed rather 
more diſagreeably than the dinner had 
done, in Emma's opinion; for Chowles, 
who felt for her a ſenſation not ſufficient- 
ly reſined to be called - admiration, de- 
monſtrated it by ſuch offenſive familiarity,. 
that ſhe ſhrunk from him in diſguſt. He 
ſeemed to ſuppoſe, that, as he could afford 


to purchaſe moſt things he coveted, ſne 
might be claſſed in this number; and he 

attributed ber reſerve, partly to her not 
Properly underſtanding the value of his 


attentions, and ad to her ruſtic- edu- 
cation.” "24 


3 


With her ths heli who was : 


evidently dazzled by his magnificence, he | 
was extremely ſatisfied ; and he paid ſuch 
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1 


court to her, that he entirely won her 


good opinion. 


Fortunately for Emma, her father did 
not reliſh the party better than ſhe did; 
and, to her no ſmall relief, at a tolerably 


early hour he hinted to his wife his wiſh 
of retiring: to this ſhe yielded with infi- 
nite reluctance; for, after having lived 
ſo long in retirement,. ſhe was extremely. 
glad to be in any ſort of company; and 


having no great delicacy in diſcrimina- 


tion, ſhe found more to approve than to 
condemn in thoſe- with whom ſhe had 


paſſed, as ſhe ſaid, a moſt agreeable 
day ö „ e 


| Mourtray, who had a high reſpe&@ for 


the character of a Britiſh merchant, and 


who had known, formerly, many com- 


mercial men of diſtinguiſhed worth, was. 
much diſappointed to find Chowles ſo- 
very different from. what he had imagined. 
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Although he entertained no doubt of his 


honeſty and integrity, he had not found 


that openneſs and ſincerity which he had 


expected; for, whenever he had talked to 


him upon buſineſs, he either pleaded 


haſte, or anſwered the queſtions put to 
him with ſome degree of evaſion. 


Mourtray had coneluded that he ſhould 


; find a moſt hoſpitable reception, and a very 
| handſome eſtabliſhment, becauſe it was 
well known that Chowles was exceed- 
ingly rich: but the ridiculous parade he 


had exhibited, convinced him that he 


had a vain, narrow-mind ; and though he 


would readily have excuſed in him ſome 


degree of vulgarity, he was diſguſted to 


obſerve that his manners were not only 
coarſe, but forward and eee. 


As for his democratical principles, 
Mourtray ſoon ſaw they were the effect 
of exceſſive ignorance; and that, not un- 


. in the leaſt what he pre- 


T1. 0 tended 


* 


bende 6 ah Sd only a'& 


in conditions; though he would have 
been very ſorry to have this extended to 
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notion that there ought to be an equality 


wealth. | 8 


Finding himſelf, however, neceſſarily 
connected with this man, in conſequence 
of his late couſin's bequeſt, Mourtray 
judged it prudent not to diſcloſe, even to 
bis family, the unfavourable impreſſion 


he had received of his character. 
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THE following morning, juſt as Mrs. 
and Miſs Mourtray were going out, Lord 
Wilmington was announced. Nothing. 
could be more unexpected than this viſit, 
as it was an honour. he had-very rarely 
_ conferred on the family at Downton.— 
it After a profuſion of bows, ſmiles, and 
11 eompliments,. he threw. himſelf into a 
| chair oppoſite. to Emma ;- whoſe: appear-- 
i ance, improved by her mourning habit, 
ada faſhionable ſtyle of head dreſs, did 
It not eſcape his notice; and, whilſt he was 
1 making fine ſpeeches to Mrs: Mourtray, 
with his eyes ſeemingly caſt down, he 
was employed in reviewing the charms. 
of her lovely daughter, whenever he 
 eould, unobſerved, ſteal a glance towards 
her. : e 
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Mrs. Mourtray, who imagined ſhe had 


cauſe to be diſſatisfied with him, and his 
whole family, paid little regard either to 


his ſudden condeſcenſion, or to the apo- 


logies he undertook to make for the 


Ladies; but, defirous of ſhewing that 
ſhe had acquired ſome importance, -ſhe 


haſtened to impart to him the news of 
the acceſſion of fortune, with all its cir- 
cumſtances, which had. enabled her to ſee 
her friends in town. 


= 


Though the x would not, for the world, 


have told a premeditated lie, ſhe could 
not refrain from enlarging on her future 


proſpects; in fact, always ſeeing u > 


-as ſhe wiſhed them to be. 


The Earl foigned to o liſten to this com- 
munication with the greateſt (intereſt ; 
but, though an . agreeable furprize was 
pictured on his face, he already knew the 
moſt eſſential part of it. Delighted, 
et totbe LIT with ſo plauſible 
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2 Ci 
Mm * D's redoubling his civilities, 
after aſſuging her that he never had heard 


of any event that gave him half ſo much 
pleaſure, as of her increaſe of fortune, 


he talked of her huſband as one of 


the perſons whom he poſt eſteemed; 
lamented that he had not the ee 


of ſeeing | him more frequently at Wil- 


mington; gently reproached her for having 


confined herſelf ſo much at Downton ; 


and concluded by proteſting, that the 


Ladies in Groſvenor Square were abſo— 
lutely wretched ; that bad colds had pre- 
vented their having the honour of calling 
upon ſuch valuable, ſuch amiable friends 


(looking at Emma), as Mrs. and * 


* 54 rate Godt ay” 


| He then, juſt 3 he took his . 
entreated them to have the goodneſs to 
Wave ceremony, and indulge Lady Wil- 


5, mington with their company at dinner 


the following day 3— —© and do, my dear 
Miſs Neun added he, cc prevail 


upon 
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ear 
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upon your excellent father to be of the 


party: ſix o'clock is our hour: you know 


my exactneſs, having often made us 


ſupremely happy by becoming our gueſt 
at Wilmington. I am forced to be a 


great economiſt of time, being always 
overwhelmed with- buſineſs, and never 


having a minute I can call my own: this 
makes me as regular as clock work ; 
and, unleſs T am detained at the Houſe 
of Lords, the dinner is ſerved preciſely at 
the N time, for I never wait for 
any ogy. . RIO 


As he finiſned theſe words, he ſeemed- 
ſwelling with ſelf. importance; but he re- 
collected he was to be condeſcending, 


ſo he put on a gracious ſmile, and, pro- | 


foundly bowing „left the room. 


1 account for his ſudden appearance, 
and the motives that induced him to be 


ſo very condeſcending, what had pre- 


viouſly 
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viouſiy paſſed i in Groſvenor e muſt 
be un. 


It aki cafily be ſuppoſed, that Fame 


had not been ſilent concerning the legacy: 
every circumſtance of it, told a hundred 


ears of the Wilmington family; but the 


different ways, had long ſince reached the } 


Ladies had ſo many important affairs on 


their hands, that they had ſcarcely at- 
tended to a matter ſo unintereſting to 
them, as the good luck of the Mour- 
* 1 55 


„ 


Upon the Earl at- 1 more im- 


| preſſion; becauſe it would add to the 
canſequence of a man whoſe influence 


generally prevailed, during the laſt week, 


of an immediate diſſolution of Parlia- 


ment, which was an event that always 


produced a violent fermentation in his 


mind. | 
While 


169 
While he had been fitting at breakfaſt 
that morning, pretending that he was 
reading the newſpapers, to avoid conver- 
ſation, he had in reality been ruminating 
on election matters, and blaming his own 
want of foreſight, in not having redoubled 
his civilities to Mourtray; who, though 
poſſeſſed of only a ſmall eſtate, could 
command ſeveral votes, being extremely 
beloved and reſpected; and poſſeſſing, 
by a ſort of hereditary right, tranſmitted 
from a long race of anceſtors, much in- 


fluence with ſeveral conſiderable. free- 
n- holders. 


In the borough, likewiſe, «that: Lord 
Wilmington had - choſen to - confider as 
the entire property of the noble houſe, of 
Fontelieu, Mourtray had ſo many friends, 
that, if he were diſpoſed to give his in- 
tereſt to Sir William Elliſton, who already 
ſeemed ſecure of carrying his own elec- 
tion, there was reaſon to apprehend that 
the Baronet, thus — might 
Vor. 3 9 even 


"om 
even . to conteſt his right to name . 
the other member. : | | 


An 3 repo as "ih heard of 
Mourtray' s late acquiſition, he reſolved 
| Inſtantly to write him a letter, full of 
flattery and congratulations ; but, unfor- 
tunately, juſt at that time, his head Was 
ſo puzzled by a variety of political 
ſchemes, that not only his intended letter, 
but what he had heard of the Mourtray's 

arrival, had eſcaped his memory. At 
that inſtant it ſuddenly recurred: he 
ſtarted; and, clapping his hand to his 
| forehead, — Pray,” ſaid he, did not I 
hear ſome of you ſay, that the Mourtrays 
either were in town, or . to c 
come? | 55 d 
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O, yes, papa; cried Lady Bell, 
& er haye been come ſome _ . h 
| p 

< Have you. ſeen them d aſked A 


haſtily. 
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« No: 1 can't ſay I have; for I have 
not yet had time to go to them.“ | 


\ 


« Then you have done very wrong; 
very wrong indeed, not to have called 
upon them! I thought Emma WM regs 
was your deareſt friend.” | 


« O! undoubledly | that'is to ſay, in 
the country, papa; but here, you know, 


; it is quite a different Ow 1 *_ ano- 
t - ther e of friends.“ 

8 M0 Really, I do not underſtand your. 
1 diſtinctions: you talk of your friends as 


you do of your ſummer and winter 


clothes; and to lay ads theſe, or thoſe, 
with equal unconeern. 


„ O01 cl 1 ſhall be monſtrouſly 
happy to ſee Emma; but I am fure, 
papa, I never ſuſpected that\you cared a 
ſtraw about the Mourtrays.“ 


19, 
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“ Pon never ſuſpeQed, indeed! How 
came you to be a competent judge,” 
ſaid Lord Wilmington, angrily, © of what 
I care or do not care about? I tell n, 
Lady Iſabella, and all of you, that I am 

very ſorry, and quite ſhocked, that you 
have thus neglected . people.” 
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06 Upon my word, my Lord, to own | 
— the truth, I never thought about them!“ 
ſaid the Countels, , e 


0 Nor T, truly!“ ſaid Lady Elizabeth, 
with preciſely the ſame air. 


« Then give me have to tell you, 
Madam, it is by theſe neglectful ways,” 
ſaid he, turning to Lady Wilmington, 
<« that you undermine my intereſt in — 
ſhire ; and often, in one hour, undo what 
1 have been months and years labouring 
to o bring about.“ 1 


. 

Lady Wilmington, without replying 
to this ſpeech, ſaid, ſhe had rather a par- 
tiality to the girl, who was pretty and 
good-humoured, and really much ſuperior 


to the reſt of the odious natives in their 
neighbourhood.” 


« Odious natives !” echoed! the Earl, 

08 Odious natives! Now you would ex- 

actly uſe theſe very words, if twenty 

people were in the room, and though you 

knew they would be repeated where 

they would affront in the higheſt: 5 
dee FP” 


RY « Why, Gooey; papa,” ſaid Lady 
iS," Elizabeth, © our vulgar neighbours are as 
ON, deteſtable to you as to us?” 

mall No, no, no! None are | deteſtable 


who will do as I pleaſe; and I charge 
you to be very guarded, when ſpeaking 
of every perſon or thing in the county.— 
But no more of this too make amends : 

i _ 3 for 
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for the EY 1 myſelf will call upon the 


Mourtrays this morning, and aſk tan t to 
dine here to-morrow.” 


* With all my heart,” ald Lady Wil. 
mington, « but, pray, let them under- 
ſtand, that we do nat dine till fix o 'clock, 


or I ſhall have them here before I begin 
- to dreſs.” Mie 
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„I would give ſomething,” cried Lady 
Rell, as ſoon as her father had left the 
room, © to know what makes Papa, ſud- 

deniy, fo wondrous civil.“ 993 
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I cannot conceive,” replied her ſiſter. 


* Pihaw!” ſaid Lady Wilmington, 
« jt is ſome nonſenſical ſcheme about an 
election : I dare fay he wants Mr. Mour- 
tray's votes.” 


Lord Wilmington's extraordinary civi- 
lities bad afforded as much caufe of 
aſtoniſh- | 


ur- 


eivi⸗ 


niſn-⸗ 
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aſtoniſhment to the Ladies in Wimpole 
Street as in Groſvenor Square; but, when 


Mourtray heard what had paſſed, as he 
knew the report reſpecting parliament, 
and had received ſeveral letters lately | 
from the country, he eaſily accounted for 
the whole; keeping, however, his ſur- 
miſes to himſelf, 


The next day a violent cold prevented | 


Mrs. Mourtray from ſtirring out; ſo only 


Emma and her father went to Groſvenor 
Square. Lord Wilmington received them 


with ſuch an affectation of joy, and over- 
whelmed them with ſo many compli- 


ments, that Mourtray nearly loſt all pa- 
tience ; but, though Emma occaſionally 
ſeemed to fix his attention, he always 
pretended to be . D with her 
aden, 


[ 


ha Wilmington, who had been well 


tutored by her Lord, was likewiſe very 
bracious: Lady Elizabeth, in her cold 


1 4 = manner, 
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manner, made an effort to be civil; but 
Lady Bell expreſſed ſuch .warmth of 
affection and pleaſure at ſeeing her dear 
friend, as appeared to her totally incom- 

o prehenſible, after her e 094: 
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The fact was, 1245 Bel, with, little 
ſenſibility, was always decided by the 
caprice of the moment: when firſt ſhe 
heard of Emma's arrival, her head was 

full of a ball, to which ſhe was going at 
night; and ſo many projects had ſince 
occupied her, as to leave no room for 
any other ideas. 
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Now, when ſhe ſaw Emma, ſhe hap- 
pened to be diſſatisfied with her ſiſter; 
who, for want of ſome body elle, ſhe bad 
made the repoſitory of many of her ſe- 
crets; but no ſooner did ſhe ſee her rural 
friend, than it ſtruck her, that ſhe would 
make a much better confidante; and, 
longing to talk of herſelf, her conqueſts, | 
706 4 | and 


2 
7 


— 
— 4 


_ — 
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and her plans, a violent fit of affection 


came over her. 


There were two other Ladies in the 


room, great friends of the Counteſs, whoſe 


characters were of that common fort as 
to require no particular delineation ; and 


one Gentleman, who had little remark- 


able, excepting an extraordinary ſhare of 
patience, which enabled him to liſten, 


for hours, to the Earl's diſcuflions on po- 
A 8 1 


But, at preſent, his ears were ſpared; 


for Lord Wilmington, having much cu- 
riofity to learn the real truth concerning 


Mourtray's acquiſition of fortune, drew _ 


him aſide, to gather from him a full de- 


tail of the whole; and he learned, not 
without ſecret ſatisfaction, that he was 
far from being yet in poſſeſſion of the 


Antigua eſtate : he diſguiſed this, how- 


ever; and, with his ſptead hand on his 


breaſt, declared, upon his honour, the 
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bad thruſt his knife into his mouth, when 
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ſincere pleaſure it gave him to hear, that 


the ancient and truly reſpectable family 


of -the Mourtrays would now recover 


part of their wonted luſtre. Of his own 
views and ſchemes, in which he wanted 
Mourtray's aſſiſtance, he forbore to ſpeak 


till he had an opportunity of _—_ 
privacy. | 


Dinner was now announced ; and no- 
thing could aſtoniſh Emma more than the 
difference ſhe obſerved between Lady | 
Wilmington in the country, and Lady 
Wilmington doing the honours of her 
table in town: ſhe was now perfectly 
well bred, attentive to her gueſts, cheer - 


ful, and taking her part in converſation: 


not ſitting mute, as uſed to be her general 


_ cuſtom, with her elbow refting on the 


table, rather picking than eating any 
thing, becauſe ſhe affected ill health; 


often ſhrugging her ſhoulders, and look- 


ing croſs, becauſe ſome unfortunate man 


he 


. ſhe abhorred. 


pect Lord Miramont? 


have ſeen the fineſt man in town.” 
Lady Bell, ſhe had taken her idea of a 


'Fourteenth, and his court, and adapted 


179. 


he ought to have uſed his fork ; or had 
teazed her, by drinking her health; a 


J aſt 8 the removal 5 the as whilſt 
ſhe was helping the fiſh, ſhe. ſuddenly 
aſked her Lord, whether he did not ex- 


00 Yes; but As 3 I never wait 
for any body,” was the reply. 


* Ah how W thought Em- 
ma, „that he does not come! I ſhould 


e 


Before ſhe - became fo intimate with 


fine Gentleman from the accounts ſhe 
had read, with Du Maſſon, of Louis the 


him to her own country, according to 
the model of Sir Charles Grandiſon, only 
depriving him of a wig, a full-drefſed 

1 6 | coat, 


1 20 


coat, and a ſword. But though Lady 
Bell had rectified her notions on this 
head to a great degree, and prepared her 
to ſee a very negligent ſtyle of dreſs, ſhe | 
ſtill expected to find ſomething very 
ſtriking in a fine man, le ir in his 
manners. 


The firſt courſe was juſt removed, and 
the ſecond placed upon the table, when 
the door opened, and in ſtalked a tall 
handſome young man; who, juſt nod- 
ding his head to the Earl, flung himſelf 
into the vacant chair, by the ſide of the 
| Counteſs. „„ . 


= Faith! þ did not think it bad been 
ſo late, ſaid he, ng himſelf at. the 
table. | | 


TP 0 you never know hours, cried 
Lord Wilmington. What does war 
PEP chooſe to eat! 225 N | 


/ 


or What 
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4. What x can get, ” anſwered the other, 
"wth a ſmile; well knowing that it was 
contrary to rule, in that houſe, to have 
any diſh brought back again; therefore, 
contenting himſelf with what he found, 
without uttering another word, he began 
eating with great diſpatch (as he was ſo 
much behind hand with the reſt of the 
company), and with too much eagerneſs 
to obſerve who was at the table, 


Meatiwhile: Emma, who had dined, 


had full leiſure to obſerve bim: his face 


and figure ſtruck her as the handſomeſt 
ſhe had ever ſeen ; but her ſurprize was 
inexpreſſible at his ſlovenly dreſs and in- 
attentive manners. She wondered how 
he had ventured to appear before Lady 
Wilmington, ſo fine and delicate herſelf, 
with his hair uncombed and ſcratched 
different ways, and in- pantaloons ! Al- 
though the faſhion of thick neck-cloths 


was not unknown to her, the ſtranger's 


was ſo very enormous, and ſhe obſerved 


ſo 
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ſo many waiſtcoats peeping from under- 
| neath his coat, that, in deſpite of his 
good looks, the concluded he was la- 
bouring under ſome ſevere rheumatic 
£ complaint. | * 
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Lady Bell, who ſat next to her, now 

ſaid, in a half whiſper—* Is not Mi 
ramont charming? How knowing he 
looks!“ 


& Why really,” rephed Emma, T 
cannot conceive how you diſcover this at 
preſent; though, I ſuppoſe, he 0 had 


ſome education.“ 


pe: Education FP? i Ls Bell: 
« yes, yes; Lady Fredville has long 
: fince undertaken the Care in] that. 


8 It is a pity, then, hh does. not 
| ation him better” RE if bs 


„Lord! 


hs 


- 


1383 
44 Lord! ! he is quite the things z Ee 80 


in every * F 


en aac ns „ all this is 
far beyond my eee but who 
8 Lady Fred 6-6 


* « Huſh, huſh 1 interrupting her, ſaid 
Lady Bell: © mamma looks grave; ſhe. 


1 Wang me; another time J will tell 


Un. 7 ft a 


Ihe deſſert was now brought, and Lord 
Miramont, being unoccupied, began to 
look about him : his eyes reſted on Em- 
ma with an expreſſion of wonder and 
delight, which made her bluſh ; and ſhe 


heard him ſoftly aſk her name of the 


Counteſs, who very conciſely anſwered, 


. NM. n. 


He then PP into a lively converſa- 


tion with the Ladies, ſaying ſome jocoſe 
| 24 . to Lady Bell; but 


for- 


7 
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forbore joining in diſcourſe with the men, 
becauſe Lord — was got deep 
into — | | 
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« You and I,” ſaid he, addreſſing the 
Earl, © differ in our opinions, and I hate 
an argument. Let matters take what 
courſe they will, whilſt I have youth and 
health, nothing will affect me much.” 


Pardon me, Lord Miramont ; you 
will find the contrary ; for if we do. not 
ſucceed in deſtroying the French repub- 
lic, we are not ſafe ourſelves; and it 
grieves me exceedingly to obſerve, in 
theſe critical times, how little your Lord- 
| ſhip attends to the affairs of the nation: 
you never come down to the Houſe.” 


— 


7 lene the: lite ak the nation,” 
ſaid Lord Miramont, laughing, eto ſuch 
wiſe heads as your's, Lord Wilmington, 
to ſettle. The Houſe is a- confounded 
bore, 1 whither. 1 will go ſeldom as poſ- 

ſible; 


fible ; but if there was any real danger to 
be apprehended from the French, every 
true Briton's arm and fortune, and mine 
amongſt the reſt, would be employed 
againſt them.“ 


c. vet your Lordhip 18 mighty fond of | 


"every thing in the French ſtyle. I wiſh 
your partiality may not extend to their 
opinions,” 5 


"©. , 7 2 
k j 5 
7 * 5% ** . 4 . R 


« My aartiality is che- to their 


cooks, and to their taſte in houſes, furni- 
ture, and women's bay 


* 


' * - 
* 4 - 
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Lady Wilmington now aroſe, and the 


Ladies retired | to their collee. | 


- Po, pray, Lady Bell,“ d Emma, 1 
as ſoon as ſhe could draw her aſide « do, 


pray, explain what you hinted concern- 
ing Lady Fredville's undertaking Lord 


Miramont's education; for he e 


at leaft, three or four-and-twenty.” . 
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* Your i ignorance is extremely divert. 
ing, 8 
thoughts, I ſhall leave to you this myſte- 
ry, and many others, to develope; which 
you will eaſily do, when you have been 
amongſt us a little while.“ 


Lady Wilmington now beckoned Em- 
ma to take a ſeat near her, that ſhe 
might learn the hiſtory of the legacy; 
and having a far better heart than her 
Lord, ſhe really felt pleaſed at the im- 
provement « of Emma's fituation 


The Ladies had not bean Jong i in the 
drawing-room before they were joined 
by Lord Miramont, who gaily advan- 
ced, ſaying, I have eſcaped from a 
curſed bore ; for they are talking below 
about eleftion affairs, which-1 deteſt ſtill 
more than politics.” 


Then throaing himſelf down upon a 
bots with one leg ſtretched out its full 
5 length, 


anſwered ſhe ; © but, upon ſecond. 7 


III 
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length, he took out his tooth-pick caſe, 
and fat ſome time attending to his teeth, 


without — any body in the room. 


This was very * at leaſt fifty 


feet long: Lady Wilmington ſat at one 
end of it, near the fire, engaged in diſ- 


courſe with her friends; Lady Elizabeth 


was of this party, making fringe; and 


Emma, ſitting by Lady Bell, who was 
pouring out the caffee, at a little diſtance _ 
from the fire; which was exa&atly oppo- 


ſite to the ſofa occupied by Lord Mira- 


mont; who ſuddenly cried out, Do 
come here * dear ** S 


2 « Indeed I ſhan't t; why can't you come 


to me?“ | > il 


« have been riding a 1 with 


Saunders this morning, and I am quite 


tired ;” and, he added, yawning, © you | 
are ſo good natured and compaſſionate, 
my 


188 


my ſweet couſin, that I know you will 
come.” 5 


* Well, pray,” * Ky 1 Bell, ap- 
proaching him, 0 what have you to 
oy i 


„ Who is that ſweet pretty girl, who 
looks ſo innocent and unlike you?“ 


Innocent! and unlike'me ! How, ſa- 
vage, what do you mean 12 this pretty 
ene ph. befqu 
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„ O! I only mean that ſhe has'not yet 
acquired that eaſy air, ſo diſtinguiſhed in 
you: but, once Wore, who is ſhe . 


: « A 3 of our's in n the country 
wy” mother told you Her name.“ 

« What, the del. is ſhe your TY 
bour{ FF” Faith, now I know that, JT | 
T FE I may 
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I may come and paſs a month or two 
with you, during the dull time of ſum- 
| mer, when en is to be done.“ 


« Ol you nk N obliging ; 1 
upon my word, I ſhall not be much flat- 
tered, ſhould you come, if to ſee Emma 
is your only attraction.” | 


Why. you know [hav ſometimes 
had thoughts of being in love with you ; 
but hitherto [ have not had time.” | 


« My dear Miramont, you have al- 
: ready ſo much on your hands,” ſaid Lady 
l Bell, archly, © that certainly you have no 
leiſure, to think of us girls. Pray what 
are you going to do with yourſelf to 
: night 8 

5 « 1 Fredrille | is at home: ſhe 1 2 

1 a ſupper,” 8 ä BS 
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— 


Noa 


ce oO! then your deftination is very 
clear.” | 


— 
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Pray can your friend talk * py ſaid 
Abs nd * for I haye not yet 
heard her voice.” 
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Ves, yes, ſhe can talk; but, poor 
thing, ſhe knows nothing of the world : 
you fee ſhe wants forming.“ 


« T ſhould not diſlike to undertake the 
taſk; yet, hang it, I had better let it 
alone; for if a man now ſays three words 
to a girl, ſhe. immediately expects he 
is to propoſe to her; and marriage is 
not my vocation, But I wiſh,” hew- 
ound to be nnn with Miſs Mour- 
tray.” 5 


„„ Come, then, I will poſer you. to 
Her.” ü 


191 
The ceremony of introduction over, 
Lord Miramont addreſſed himſelf equally 
to both Ladies, 


cc Pray,” faid Lady Bell, « who won 
the match you rode this morning?“ | 


« J won; and Saunders was curſed 

mad; he rode off in ſuch a fury, that I 

| feared he had demoliſhed a poor CM 
backed woman wo the road.“ 


i 3 Bell laughed ; hilt” Envina/ exp 
. claimed, © Good Heaven! © Don't 
2 


be alarmed, Madam, ſaid he: © for I 
picked up the poor old ſoul, conveyed 
her ſafe home, and left her more * 
than ſorry at the accident. 


« ] proteſt, if I don't believe,”  faid | 
Lady Bell, that ”m took N en 
eroupe. 3 


4A p 
* * 
1 


| -192 | 
Well, ſuppoſe I had Do you think 
I ſhould mind being laughed at, when a 
perſon's life x was concerned?“ 


« But you were not the perſon who 
hurt her?“ | . 


What ſignifies that? Saunders rode 
off and left her ſprawling on the road : I 
ſhould have been a brute if I had not 
18 taken care of her. So I carried her in 
my arms to her houſe, which was at no 
= great diſtance.” | 
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The reſt of the Gentlemen now joined 
the Ladies; and tea being over, Mr. 
Mourtray and his daughter departed, 
loaded, as on their arrival, with Lord 
1. | Wilmington” 8 civilities, and apparently 
1 in high favour with the Counteſs. 


— 7 F 


on ber return home, 1 related 
to her mother all the occurrences of the 


day ; 
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day; but when ſhe ſpoke of Lord Mira- 
mont ſhe felt embarraſſed, not having 
clearly decided what opinion to form of 
him: his figure, however, dwelt on her 
mind. | 


the 
lay; 
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HAP. IX. 


THE next morning Lady Bell came to 


ſee Emma; ſhe had walked to Wimpole : 
Street, attended by her governeſs and a 

footman. Mrs. Mourtray being confined 

with her cold, Emma alone received her; 


and her behaviour now was as warm as 


it had formerly been in the country. 


„Do you know,“ ſaid ſhe, it was 
with difficulty I perſuaded mamma to let 
me walk here ; for ſhe hates me to walk 


in the ſtreets : but, if I had my way, [ 
would parade all the morning up and 


down the faſhionable ſide of "A Street. 


—However, + was at laſt ſuffered to 


comę to you, provided J took that clog 
Madame Du Plomb (for ſo Lady Bell 
* called Madame Duplin) with 
Thank God ſhe is rather deaf, and, 


Nan, 


= 195 


belides, een underſtands 4 i word of 


1 now ad to 1 in 

a low voice, what ſhe called her ſecrets; 
matter too frivolous to be worth re- 
cording ; ; and, having unburthened her- 
ſelf, ſhe APs to talk of her l 
Miramont. : 


— 


— / $# 


M You know? ' ſaid 2 5 ee he i is N 
ma's nephew, and ſhe doats upon him. 
as [ believe ſhe would have been very ac 
et had he ſhewn any wiſh to marry me, and 
1k rather expected he would, when firit we 
1 returned from Ireland: but, ſtrange to 
nd tell, he ſeems to have no ſuch ideal Hut, 
et, MW for my part, I don't care about him; no, 
to not at all, 1 aſſure you; though I ak 

him very. charming. þ Foo t 
him as a huſband i is, chat be is felf- 
willed ;. L know he would be hard te 
manage. —He has been his ]]. maſter 
* from a child; for my uncle Mi- 

5 1 ramont 


Zell 
vith 
and, 
des, 
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ramont died when he was very youn g. 
and my aunt adored him to ſuch a degree, 
ſhe would never ſuffer him to be contra- 
dicted: ſo he ran wild about the town, 
and got into all ſorts of ſcrapes, being of 
a very daſhing turn,—My aunt died be- 
fore he came of age, but long before that 
he had rendered himſelf famous for his 
gallantries with married women; and 
now, for thefe laſt ſix Mogths, he has 
* attached himſelf 75 0 tis 
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WY Here * Bell was Gd by 
| 4 + Mrs. Prouting, who, affecting nimble- : 
_. neſs, came flying up to Emma, ſhaking 
+2 her hand with the ſame freedom as if ſhe 
bed long been her moſt intimate friend, 

i bis kane An . ex- 

emely provoking, and her curioſity re- 
mained unſatisfied; for Lady Bell could 
not ſtay.” As ſhe departed, ſhe whiſper- 
= ven r cant | how ' came 
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you acquainted with that pretended fine 


| lady ?—the vulgareſt of creatures] 


- { of * 


Emma did not venture to anſwer; 


and, as ſoon as Lady Bell was gone, 


Mrs. Prouting broke out thus: — That 


Lady Iſabella Fontelieu, i is a moſt affected 


1 * 


girl!“ - when, ſeeing Emma lock ex- 
tremely diſpleaſed, ſhe added Excuſe 


me, Miſs Mourtray, for being ſo free ſpo- ' 
ken; Lhope, however, ſhe is not a friend of 
your's.— How ſtrangely ſhe dreſſes! Eve- 
ry body ſtares at her wherever ſhe ap- 
pears; but ſhe has a moſt undaunted 
countenance. I ſhould like, however, to. 
g know who makes Hh er r gowns?” 2 


1 
C, * N 
41 * 


en 3 no "nf ; wid being 


little diſpoſed to converſe with Mrs. 


Prouting, the latter, finding nothing to 
amuſe her, took her leave, ſecretly. re- 
Joicing that chance had given her an op- 
portunity minutely to examine the cele- 


brated Lady Isabella Fontelieu's dreſs, 
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that ſhe might | exa@ly- imitate it. No 


creature ever had ſo great a deſire to 


8 DID 

— : : pr — - E — — — nk >> — —ͤ—ͤ—ũ = 

=——= 5 -P=x= = ==." =? Ip —— — — eB = — — — - 

F n — 7 = 2 CEE = —— — - — - = . 
. X . 5 . 2 8 7 LY T — 2 — 72 lf th 5 2 * 

CS CxS: >. <a — — — OED, 2 o — = — % 2 — - = = 
t RW xP 9 7 "mA E — : — — — 5 r —— — 

— g T 3 ; < . 2 2 = £4 ELBA: I 2 : r r 4 8 STII * lat "WD = xz. 

a> - 


- 


„ 
a 


5 
[ 


ing | 


to the opera, which would be very full 
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and brilliant, being the, benefit of 
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Who had not a ſingle requiſite to make 


? 


the would carry her that even 


* 
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dy as ſhe unfortunately had, 


% 


| r graciouſ] fly preſented an opera , 
ticket to Emma, ſaying, that as her eldeſt 


— « 


i Two da 
venor Square, Lady Wilmington and La- 


dy Bell called upon the Mourtrays; 


* 
* 


was confined with a ſwelled 


* 


0 


e former 


and if ſhe choſe to come and dine with 


face, ſhe had room for her in her box 


be a fine la 


daughter 


her one. 
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| was thankfully accepted, 
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and Mrs. Mourtray made no oppoſition ; 
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for, befides that her cold ſtill cont 
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hs; do lM — th tis * 
objet of Lady Wilmington s favour. 


Yet, 2 of her ee 
riches, the felt more at her eaſe in the 
preſence of the haughty Counteſs. than 
ever ſhe had before: on the ſtrength of 
theſe ſhe talked to her of her affairs, pte- 
ſuming ſhe muſt, on account of her 
daughter, take ſome intereſt in them, 
and, throughout the whole of the visit, 
endeavoured to converſe: with her with a 
degree of freedom which (though ex- 
tremely well born herſelf) ſhe never durſt 


venture, when depreſſed with the con- 


1 of her narrow nen | 


Lady. Wilmington liſtened to all me 
ſaid with a careleſs, abſent air; ſcarcely 
uttered three ſyllables; and whilſt ſhe 
was u TORTS —_— roſeto departs 


| News * the various e 1 
ld before inflicted on Mrs. Moutay 
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gave her ſo much offence as this beha- 
viour; for, beſides the total indifference | 
it ſhewed i in her concerns, ſhe never could 
underſtand that what ſhe took ſo much 
pleaſure in relating _ body 8 be 
un of AY 


_ Lady Bell, who Gove her uber with 
anger, ſqueezed her hand kindly-at part- 
= ing, and proteſted that, in deſpite of her 

cold, ſhe looked quite handſome, now 
yr ho dreſſed i in the faſhion. | c 


5 That young lady,” ad Mrs. . 
tray, ſhutting the door after Lady Bell, 
is very wild, but good natured : her 
mother is more inſufferable than ever.” 


Emma made no anſwer; the opera 
ticket had won her heart; for that, how- 
ever, ſhe was indebted to Lord Wilming- 

ton, who inſiſted upon Lady man þ 

pon! $ Swing it to her. | 


„ 20 
The dinner party in Groſyenor 8 


Miramont, who dined there; almoſt every 
day: he had been at court in the morn- 
ing ; but though he had changed his 
clothes, he had omitted to diſhevel his 


pearance of a man of faſhion: and as lie 
Was extremely pleaſant and agreeable, 
N without, however, poſſeſſing, in the light-. 
= eſt degree, thoſe highly poliſhed manners 
that Emma had once ſettled in her own. 

= mind as indiſpenſable in a well-bred man, 
N ſhe began to ſuppoſe that thoſe had been 


bs exploded, as formal and troubleſome : yet 
* the could not help thinking. that even 


Lord Miramont would appear to greater 


advantage if he were as polite and aten 


a tive as either her aber A 87 n. TE 
4 
g- | The Lafes x never - ho 6:4 
g- dinner, and Lady Wilmmgten ſeldom 
ag ciog to the opera 4ill yery. bats; ſhe pro- Us - 
he Gs after collcey toi haye a little "ſie? . b 


was confined to the family and Lord 


- hair, ſo. that he now had entirely the ap- 
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and deſired Lord 2 to 9 with 
his couſin Bell ſome beautiful duos! of 
Jackſon's. He ſung a ſecond charmingly; 
ber voice was very fine; and Emma, 


who loyed ISAT F was all 
car. 2 Py of 


— 


The fine Rr of this young g Marquis; ; 
a. certain grace that feemed natural to 
him, and which appeared more 1 
now that his perſon was not disfigured 
by — his exquiſite taſte in muſic, 


"Mm and his good hamour, ſoon intereſted 


Emma in his favour. Thoſe little defects 
mat the had perceived at firſt, as well as 
the hints Lady Bell had given of his ir- 
regularities, inſenſibly were forgotten; 

— whilſt ſhe dwelt with approbation on the 
good-nature and humanity he had ma- 
0a in 1 to te ham * 


WY Oe” 


f x 1 
or - f 0 = 
| 8 2 2 203 ; £ | 
; t 


| had never heard muſic, excepting in pri- 
vate performances, ſhe was ſo enchanted 
to hear it in ſuch perfection at the opera, 
and fo delighted with the novelty and 
ſplendour of the ſpectacle; that, at firſt, 
her eyes were rivetted to.the ſtage ; ; till 
recollecting that ſhe had not heard Lord 
Miramont ſay whether ſhe ſhould goto | 
the opera, a ſentiment, which ſhe | imagin⸗ 


' - ed to be curioſity ; induced her to aſk 

4 ; | 

; Lady Bel if he often e ? Oy 5 

; 40 Never miffes, : at leaſt, coming in tinte 

5 to ſee the * dance.” ut e the; 

4 *1s he, FEY — 805 is 87% e wy 

: muſician himſelf, indiferent 10 4 but E 
1 dancing ? py | 8 
e | 

1 „Ob, An * 


bo do I; but nobody comes to the opera 

for the ſake of that :—but if you with. to 

fee him, there he is, oppoſite to you, f 

with dis * * N „ 
K 6 , « She + 
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« She. ſeems handſome,” oa Emma; 
« but at this diſtance ſhe —̃ to me 
old.” e 


She is above forty ; but that's no 
matter; this is the reign of old women; 

they have more lovers than the Foung N 
ones.“ 


5 Impoſſible this, Lady Bell, is one 
of your jokes. —Lady Fredville, I con- 
clude, i is a widow.” 


\ 


« A widow dest no; ot bord i is 1. 
ung in the back of the box.“ . 


5 n Kogwend a aſd woman!“ 


wot « Why, do you ſuppoſe that * mar- 
ned prevents a woman from having 
Wow * 1 18 Juſt the W 5 I aſſure 


5 


Emma was much ſhocked, though ſhe 
firmly believed that Lady Bell, in her 
light way, miſrepreſented things; ſtill 
ſhe felt pained that Lord Miramont, of 
whom ſhe wiſhed to think well, ſhould 
have even the appearance of impropriety 
in his conduc. Whilit the was medi- 
tating on this point, ſhe ſuddenly. miſſed 
him from the ſpot whither her eyes had 
been invariably directed; and ſhe. con- 


cluded he was . to Lady mn 
ton 8 box. ? | 


2 

"Hats after, ſhe heard the door be- 

| hind her open; and not daring to look 
round, becauſe ſhe felt herſelf bluſn at 

| the idea of ſeeing Lord Miramont, with- 
out being able to define whence her emo- 
- mm. tion aroſe, ſhe remained immoveably 
g MW tirned towards the ſtage, till a loud 
re rough voice, which ſhe inſtantly knew to 
N be that of Chowles, ſaluted her ears with . 
Y Servant, Ladies, ſervant —8 Mis | 
aa ⁵ Mourtray, I've found you at laſt ; and a —_ 
1 ine hunt I've had after vou!“ Fo 1 
; "5 . 
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Mr. Chowles, I did not wiſh you ſhould 


\ 
i 
* 
* 
— , 4 - 
* | P 


« After me, Sir! py cried Emma, pro- 
voked at this familiarity: 1 am ſure, 


= yourſelf this trouble. 


| When, wikay own the Counteſs, 
not without ſome apprehenſion of the 


— 


8 effeQs of this intruſion, ſhe perceived her 


broad face leaning over their ſhoulders ; 
_ " wehey, finding himſelf ſeated to his mind, 
we degan his remarks on the opera, per- 


head had riſen fome inches higher, and 


hat anger and amazement were depict- 
ed on her countenance ; and, by a fide 


glance at Lady Bell, that the muſcles of 
her face were working to ſtifle a violent | 


ann vt 0" -38 


be in Py mean. ile, totally 
unconcerned, drew a vacant chair, and 
wedged it as cloſe as he could between 
Lady Wilmington's and Emma's, his 


| at 10 eaſe, and e without 


4 het 
— pp" 


a 
: 
f 1 . 
207 5 * 
* i 7 b 


eg that he had al the converſa- . 
tion 'to-kicaſell. „e ret” ; 


— 


A eee ſo new . unprece- 
dented, as a ſtranger's preſuming to force 
| himſelf into. a place ſo ſacred as her box; 
ſeemed to deprive the Countefs of all her 
faculties ; therefore, from the. inftant he 
had ſeated himſelf, excepting drawing up 
her gown, and exclaiming, « Sir! Sir!“ 
with a toſs of her head, her mouth re- 
mained cloſely purfed up, _ her 8e. 
diſtended with nnn © 
— Pray, ar Lady,” Kaig tf the nahi | 
Chowles, „ do you now underſtand {| 
whige thoſe ING ne pony ſay 1 T 1 


2 


f No meer m Lady Witmingtow | 3 
only her eye-brows roſe a little many 
1 w—_ in a louder 


Key, © 200 


208 
But Emma, who well bene thu ſhe 
would not deign to anſwer him, now ſaid, 
foftly—"* Lady Wilmington attends to the 
| muſic, Sir, and ſhe does not like people 


rue talk to her . the ns 
ance." {p31 5 


Sdbe had not, however, courage to add, 
that his A could well wa difpenſed 
with. . 
| At that inſtant Lord: Miramonft entered 
the box, to the great relief of his aunt ; 
who, with a ſignificant ſhrug of her 
ſhoulders, and fide glance. at Chowles, 
complained of his intolerable intruſion; 
as, likewiſe, of her daughter's abſurdity ; z 
for, to her utter ſurprize, Lady Bell was 
juſt then deeply engaged in admiring a 
ring, which Chowles, with his little fin- 
ger thruſt out, deſired her to obſerve; 
ſaying, 1 is a very curious. antick, . al- 
ſure 70. Fo 5 ; - 4 
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But ſo far from meeting in Lord Mira- 
mont the feelings the expected, the ſight _. 
of ſo odd a figure ſtuck cloſe to her, and 
the miſery it occaſioned, ſtruck him only - 
in a Judicrous light; and joining with - 
Lady Bell, whom the whole ſcene di- 
verted extremely, he alſo began to quiz 
him: whilſt poor Emma, mortified to 
appear the acquaintance of this object of 
ridicule, now felt chagrined at the arrival - 
of the Marquis, 15. wingh before ſhe bad . 


| | ſecretly n. 2517: Strict ds Geth8 
; As * e Gin he had 3 en- 
. couraged by Lord Miramont and Lady. - 


„ Bell, he ſeemed to have acquired addi- 
tional ſpirits as well as courage; for, ſee- 
7 ing Lady Wilmington with her ſnuff- box 


: IO open in her hand, he ſuddenly introduced 
— into it his finger and thumb; uſing no | 
SH further Ceremony than faying, 6c With * © a 5 


your . my Lady.“ 
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This e was more than ſhe poſſi- 
diy could endure; and ſhe was on the 
Point of giving vent to her wrath, but ſhe 
checked herſelf; and, turning to her ne- 
phew—* Do, pray,” ſaid ſne, give this 
box to the man at the door, and tell him 
to _ _ the contents.” 8 88 
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8 Very right; perfectly right,” ed 
e with the greateſt compoſure; 
1 thought it dry and bad. Will your 
Ladyſhip try ſome of my black guard; ; 
tis of the right ſort, I aſſure you ;” pro- 
_ ducing a very _ __ _ ſet round 
with Din | 


3 

< — — — i 
—— 
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[oo in a loud angry" voice; © I hate 
5 ene and every fort of. black- 
guard.” | oe fon | 3 


— 


MC if 
_ > 5 


Ro | ; 
Sy IR * 5 2 —— 
| by Nt. 2 1 


08 us you, really? W faid Chowles, who 
ſeemed not at all to ſuppoſe any thing 
e to himſelf Was meanf _ _—_ 


2 : 


21¹ 


K fpeech : 5 Well, luckily, I can aecommo- 
date you with. ſome ITT Wy 


ö 4 Ada 3 me one 

$ way, Sir, ſaid Lady Wilmington, whom 

q rage, in deſpite of herſelf, impelled to 
ſpeak ; but he no longer heard her; for, 
juſt then, looking down into the pit, he 


d diſcovered. his couſins; the Proutings: 
4 « O ho! there they are,” cried he; * 1 


Cr. proteſt I muſt go and ſpeak to them; but 
2: | | 1 Will be A cer in a _ minutes. 
J- WEL 
d- Wn Was ever Amen . to this fo x 
Y low's !“ exclaimed Lady Wilmington, as 
5 he left the box. | © Pray, Miſs Mourtray, 
g- who is this man, and how as he dare to ; 
te i G3 en 


« He is an acquaintarice of 4 my * 
ther's, Madam,“ replied ſhe, trembling 2 1 
10 at the impending dora; | an * and 1 gies e 5 1 1 


18 b he USE not know 42 © on * ; 5 1 ONE. 1 
h: . e 18 
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9 * You capyioſe, indeed p interrupted 
Lady Wilmington ; „ ſhould like to 


know, whether you ſuppoſe that gives 


him a right to obtruds his er upon 


me * 


No, indeed, Madam; I am ſure 1 


was very ſorry when he came; and ex- 
tremely ford you ſhould be troubled 


eee eee ee 


« oaks tet why did not you in- 


ſtantly tell him, that he neither ought nor 
| aud ſtay here ? This box, I would have 


en to underſtand, is my private proper- 
ty. But, I promiſe you, ſince you have 
ſuch ſtrange, low-bred acquaintance, I 


ſhall take care not again to expoſe myſelf 


to their nnn by taking you out 
, with me.” 2 | 5 


2 
/ 


ee e bur * abaſhed, 
held her head down, her eyes filling with 


tears; which Lord Miramont perceiving, 


oo: ag 


. 2185 


he ſaid— Now, my dear Lady Wilning-- 
ton, how can you be ſo unjuſt to impute b 
any blame to Miſs Mourtray on this occa- 


8 "i 

n ſion? You could not expect ſhe ſhould | * 
tell this mam to leave your box; and it mn 

was mere ignorance that brought him into 

TB | 

A 

* | 9 

ed 7 Then he ſhould 1 be taught better, 

aid Lady Wilmington, ſtill very angry; i 


« but there appeared to me full as much 


x 
F A 2 8 
EPP 
r 


n- inſolence as ignorance in the whole of his. 

or behaviour.” | e | 
ve i, * e | 
er- = Your Lady ſhip cannot, at leaſt, be | 
ve accuſed of having neglected to teach him 6 | 
11 better; for your looks and manners con- 4 i 
elf veyed pretty forcible reproofs. _— 


« Not Half wong enough, I conclude 5 ; 

for he did not ſeem to notice them'; and L - x 
ed, certainly ſhould have bid him depart, if, 
ith by holding * converſe with ſuch_a fe _ -. 
ng, ab re Wh | | k | lo, 
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« Very poſible; did you ſee me hugh?” | 
Then turning to Emma, the ſaid, *Lam 
not ſurprized that you 


uld feel con- 
cerned at what has happened; however, 


ſince it cannot be remedied, compoſe . 
yourſelf; and only remember, in future, 
Miſs Mourtray, that when I invite you to 


be of any party with me, poſitively I ex- 


clude all n ee 155 


Emma ens 3 to en. 
preſs her regret at this unfortunate cir- 


_ cumſtance, and was adding ſomething __ 

very ſubmiſſive ; but Lord Miramont in- * 
| terrupt ed her- — Pooh, pooh, do not let 8 

this nonſenſe vex you, Miſs, eee, | 
tis not worth a NH end a 


” That is as you think,” id. 2 
Wümington, gravely; but 1 am of a 
different opinion; for, really, to baveſuoh _ 
a man ſtuck up by me a d Gs Ra 


. is, ane n. bad.“ 
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Lord Miramont now, to diſſipate her 

; Ailpleaſire, adroitly ſtarted - ſubjects he 
knew to be agreeable to her; and, after 
ſome rubs, he ſucceeding i in reſtoring her 

to — humour; ers 
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His ain a not been loſt upon Emma, 
and it ſtrengthened the opinion ſhe had 
already formed of his good nature: faſ- 
cinated by his exterior, ſhe readily gave 
him'credit for numberleſs good qualities, 
and ſtudiouſly tried to believe him free 

* up whatever faults were imputed to 
ww But, whilſt ſhe was giving her 
ha who attention to his lively converſation, 
the dance ceaſed, and in an inſtant he 
was gone, to her no ſmall ſurprize and 
diſappointment ; for ſhe had concluded 

he would ſeg his relations to their Car- 
Hager" In nſtead of which ſhe met him in 
WW the paſſage, with Lady Fredville leaning 
* 5 on his arm, as Lady Wilmington was 
burrying out of the houſe, in no ſmall 
c dread of Chowles's joining her; whom 
4.8 „ VVV 
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he perceived working bend to make his 


this intention. 33 ns 


Emma Hee; on her return home, 
that Chowles had made Mrs. Mourtray a 


hearing that ſhe was gone 40 the. of ra 
ſaid he would go too. 


£ 


. that had paſſed. 


was to blame. In a public place, as 


| ſuppoſe, all parts of the houſe free to 
in MW him; and what mighty harm could the 


ng poor man do Lady Wilmington? But 1 
2s know ſhe is the prfudeſt woman in the 
all world. Depend upon it, Mr. Chowles 1 
om will be a much more uſeful acquaintance 13 
ſhe Vor. . 1 


— 


way through the crowd, apparently with 
viſit early in the evening; and, upon 


00 And. moſt unfortunatelſ# fe b 8 
came!“ ſaid Emma; and ſhe related all : 


every perſon pays alike, he thought, 1 


” Upon my Lorch 4 PEO da Mour# 4 
tray, cannot ſee that Mr. Chowles 
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This declaration did not contribute to 
raiſe Emma's ſpirits, already depreſſed ; 


but ſhe did not venture to make an 
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EARLY the following morning Pas 


family in Wimpole Street were 'agree- 


ably ſurprized by the arrival of W 


Mourtray, whom they had not expette 
for ſome days: he had juſt takers Goa 


leave of college; and, as he was to ſtudy 


the law, his father intended to place him 
in Chambers, near the Temple, undet 


the care of an eminent Lawyer; but; al- ü 


though he had himſelf choſen» this pb 


feſſion, he ſhewed ſo much diſchſter a "il ; 
Ment. 1 
and his mother exclaimed ſo be | 7 


as ſoon as he heard of this- arrange 


the barbarity of burying a young man, 


with his expectations, in ſuch an out- of. 


the- way place, that Mourtray, averſe i I 


argument, acquieſced with his wife's prot 


Ipoſal, that he 'ſhould refide with them; 


well, if ſtudy he muſt; for which ſnle fam; 


„„ 12 — Oo 


% 


where, ſhe affirmed, he could: ſtudy equal 


20 


wo greater neceſſity than did her ſon; 
but Mourtray would not give up this 
point, 2 that idleneſs would be 2 
ruin. 


Henry reſembled his mother extremely 

in countenance, and ſomewhat in dif. 

_ poſition, only he had quicker parts, and 
much ſtronger paſſions. Averſe to every 

ſort of application, impatient of controul, 

* prone to anger, fond to exceſs of plea- 
fore, vain, and extravagant, he Tejoiced 

_ at peing emancipated from the ſtrict rules 

= of x college life; and, with a handſome 
Fo, he flattered himſelf he ſhould 
1 deſpicable figure in the en of 
— — FA faſhion. : 


E al 


He already TERS much of the town; 
bor, during the long vacation, w when his 
father thought he was gone on a tour toil : 
the north with a friend, who promiſed to 
bear his- expences, he had been, moſt 
gar of the time, in London, indulging 

85 himſel 
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himſelf in amuſements better ſuited to 
his taſte, than gaining any information 
by travel. 


His friend, who was exactly congenial 
to him, had practiſed the ſame deception 
on his father,—a rich old man, whoſe 


5 habitation was till further removed from 

a, London than Downton, where he believed 

wy his ſon to be; and as he liberally ſup- 

ea plied him with money, the young man as 


liberally ſupplied Henry; but, as two 
E naturally want more than one, when 
e old Gentleman's allowance was ex- 
pended, the young one, who was ſecure 
of a good eſtate hereaſter, found reſources 
whh.ho Jews. T 
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un may "oc "3 8 be e 
that Henry received the news of the 
legacy, of which he. purpoſed to poſleſs 5 
by far the greater ſhare himſelf, with ex- 
1 ceſſive tranſports of joy; and Mrs. ] Mour- 
| tray, delighted beyond meaſure that the 
HS”: __ ſhould 


222 


3 =" — 
— — 


AX — > = * 
c i Hes oy 8 
—— l : ; 2. 
> TORT: i F : 
Z CI oo, 3. An MEE — FS” et ö 
3 — 8 = > 88 i ES: * 4 


. 8 
— — * *. L 2 =, aa 
* 08 — £ POS. + * 7 
22 WOES 1— D. * * * - C - 
—— IEY 
— S et 2 
= £2 = VE r 
= P 4 — Fs * pm, © — 2 s 
— >; E 
nn =" - 


ES. EC Fo 
. 2 i AF. 
— Py ve — — —— — 


ſhould now „hace him always with her, 
was diſpoſed, in the firſt moments of their 
meeting, with her uſual garrulity, to open 
to him all the joys and comforts the had 
in ftore, in conſequence of her improved 
_ circumſtances; but Henry had no time 
to attend te her, for he had many im- 
portant concerns to ſettle before he ap. 
. in Aae 
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| Never having ſeen Mr. Chowles, nor 

„ Ai and Mrs. Prouting, whom he con- 
EH - cGQluded to be faſhionable. people, he 

EE = thought it neceſfary to impreſs theſe 
—_— firangers with a favourable opinion of his 
1 4, perſon, as he learned his family were to 
WE go with them in the evening to the 
* play; therefore, inſtead of ſuffering his 
parents to enjoy his ſociety, from whom 
he had been ſo long abſent, his hair- 
dreſſer and tailor engroſſed almoſt all his 
time till he went to the theatre; where, 
however, himſelf and. family did not 
arrive till the ſecond a6 of the play. 
5 e | 
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Chowles, and his party, had been 
ſtationed in the box even before the 
drawing up of the curtain; and Henry's. 
aſtoniſnment, when he ſaw the people 
who had partly been the cauſe of his 
taking ſo much pains with his perſon, 
was viſible on his mortified countenance. 

„My God! Siſter,” ſaid he, ſoftly, to 
Emma, e can that fat, horrid- dreſſed man Er 
be the Mr. Chowles, of whoſe magni. 
ficence I have heard ſo much from my 
mother ? Why, it is a diſgrace. to be 
ſeen with tuch figures as he and is 
couſins.” 
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« Be gien, for Heaven's s ſake!” ad 3 
Emma, apprehenſive he ſhould be heard * . 
Mamma is extremely partial to them; 
nal my father, in regard to the legacy 
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oi Ah! that charmivie legacy! yp inter- 4 
rupted Henry: © that 2 of our's was 


an excellent fellow Between vou and 
VV 1, though 
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: I, though I did not tell the old folks ſo, 
I don't intend to bother my brains with 
, law. No, no: 1 can do without it,” 


\ 


\ — 


6 ou folks!“ 805 "OEM A Dear, 
Henry ! what a ferm, when e of 
our r good parents!” 


— 


«x Nonſenſe J You would not have me 


| cr them the young folks, 1 hope as 


. Let us attend to the ply,” ſaid 


a» 


—— 


« Moral, ſentimental ſtuff, that I deteſt; 
but 1 have much better ſport in yiew,— 
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4 beautiful creature, whoſe eyes ſeem fixed 
upon us: I think L have ſome recollection 


of her face. 
„ 'Tis Lady If-hella' Fontelieu,” faid 
Emma, “with a party unknown to me.“ 


a” 


= Henry 
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Henry now could think nor talk of any | 
thing but Lady Bell; and Emma was 
equally attracted towards the ſtage box 
by another cauſe ; for, in a corner of it, 
ſhe perceived Lord Miramont A thou- 
ſand hopes and fears now filled her mind 
ſometimes ſhe thought he would croſs the 
houſe, and come and ſpeak to her: then 
ſhe apprehended, that part of her eom- 
pany might diſguſt him from approaching, 
her, Whilſt ſhe. was thus wavering in 
| | opinion, Chowles, unobſerved by her, was 4 
tearing an orange in quarters: Which. 
done, he held them in his ſpread: hand, 
defiring ſhe would take ſome ; and though 
ſhe declined. the offer, he continued i da 
portunate in prefiag; it. „ ID 


At chat inſtant ſhe perceived. Lord WE 
Miramont had - emerged from his corner, 
and was ſtanding behind his couſin, both 
of them whiſpering, and laughing, with 
their eyes fixed upon her and Chowles. 


Nothing could be more mortifying to her 
5 2 EL V than 


55 
than this circumſtance; and Cho wies 
n for the nen ſerved them. 55 
34 Odſo !“ aid he, there is the 
pretty young. Lady, and the merry Gen- 
tleman, who were ſo funny at the opera!“ 
And he. began bowing and nodding very 
familiarly to them ; but Lady Bell, not 
being at all in an affable mood, made 
him a very flight courteſy, and ſcarcely 
noticed Emma. Lord Miramont bowed 
. to each. | To NY 


— 


Much Abe _ to relieve her- 
(elf from Chowles's diſagreeabl> atten- 
tions, Emma turned away her head, poſi- 
44 tively « determined not to exchange another 
word with him. 
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As won as FE was over, Lady 
Bell, her party, and Lord Miramont, left 
the houſe ; and Emma's hopes being thus 
difappointed, in regard to the latter, ſſie 


felt more vexed and chagrined than ever. 
| | She 


! 
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she now loſt all inclination to ſee the 
farce, though. all theatrical amuſements 
were new to her; but there was no 
poſſibility of retiring, , as neither Mrs. 
Mourtray, nor Chowles, would, upon 
any account, have omitted ſeeing the 
whole +5: 5 555 „ 


a p M8 


a Ir n= mum” — —— — —— 


Henry Mourtray, almoſt as tired ; as Joe 
fifter of his company, had long ſince © ® 
p I, and he returned no more. 


Eta. HO. Be Site, 


. 1 
Juſt before the concluſion of the = 
Sydney came tinto the box: he expreſſed 
the greateſt pleaſure at ſeeing the Mour- 
trays: ſaid he had only arrived ia town 
that evening, or ſhould have done bine 
the honour of calling upon them; and, 
ſeeing the . houſe beginning to thin, he * 


. e , — ] Ln SES EE rn . oe ooo homogrn e 


dy offered to call for their ſervants. „ 
eft | ; 4 9: a6: * 
us Ml Mrs. Mourtray, "with e be was 

lie by no means a favourite, would have 

er. . his civilities; ; but Chow les ſaid: 


She | E “Ü AY 
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« Ay, ay; let the Gentleman go, for 
I am monſtrous hot; and, hark'ee, Sir, 
when you aſk for Mr. Mourtray's carriage, 
fpeak a word for mine: my name is 
Chowles, at your ſervice.” = 


U 
5 e 
n 
{ 


Emma, aſhamed of his vulgarity and 
- afſurance, uftered, in a low voice, ſome 
apology for him to Sydney, who only 
| ſmiled as he left the box; but ſhe, un- 
able any longer to contain her diſpleaſure, | 
- broke through her. reſolution of con- 
„ tinuing filent :—* That Gentleman, Mr. 
28 bo Chowles, ſaid ſhe, whom you ſo un- 
FA ceremoniouſiy employ to call your car- 
riage, is Mr. Sydney, Lady Clannarmon's 


11 gc Well, and what. of that, my pretty 
_— nut- brown! ?” for, of late, he had taken 
—_— the N thus to denominate ber. | 


FD - My name; Sir, is Mourtray ; and | 
' requeſt you will be ſo good to remem- 
. ) >. ot 


\ 


Ws 


oy 
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ber this, when you addreſs yourſelf to 


me. 


« Bleſs me 1 cried Mrs. Mourtray, = 
« what ails the girl? She is getting as 
proud and formal as Lady Wilmington 


herſelf. 8 


cc Ay, that's the good,” cried Chowles, 
of mixing with quality L I proteſt. my 
poor brain never can remember (no 
offence, I hope, couſin Prouting); my poor 


brain, I ſay, never can remember all the by 
forms required by your Honourables and 


. nnn —1 ſuppoſe that chap, wy 


too, is one of them fort of folks, or elſe | 
Miſs Mourtray would not have been 
angry with me * now.“ | 


sydney s return put an EN” tothe con- 
verſation. Chowles took charge of Mrs. 
Mourtray, followed by her huſband and | 
the Proutings, and Sydney offered his am 


to * but, as they had a little way 
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ſilence her daughter's 
Chowles, which ſhe condemned with 
| ſome degree of aſperity ; but Mourtray 
took the part of Emma, obſerving, that 
his forward, ill bred manners muſt natu- 
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1 to walk to get to the carriage, the latter 


had time to ſatisfy his curioſity relative 
to her party; and, having ſeen her ſafely 
ſeated in the IS his leave.” 


\ 
\ 3 


Emma could not help acknowledging 
to herſelf, how infinitely he had the ad- 
vantage of . the Marquis in point of 
manners; and, perhaps, being piqued 
with the latter for not having come to 
ber box, ſhe did juſtice to _— with 
the leſs reluctance. 


Mrs. Mourtray did not paſs over in 
behaviour to 


rally have the effect of diſguſting every 


| perſon of > -delicacy ; and added, that he 
approved of her pedal the e familiarity 


« 15 eee 1 
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« For my part,” ſaid Mrs. Mourtray, 


« have no notion of people's being en- 
. in e 


a Notioy has. more ſaid Ve 1 than 


Chowles himſelf; but his is the dirt) 


pride of e wealth.“ 


Wu Well, I ſee ain of this: the 


poor man is very good natured, eaſy, and * 
chatty; and I like him extremely, But, 


pray, did you obſerve that Eady Bell 


Fontelieu courteſied to all of us, with a 
doubtful ſort of air. as if ſhe did not 


know us?” 


c 1 Solibed her little.” anſwered Mours 


tray, © but 1 can eaſily believe ſo fine a a 


Lady was not particularly anxious to 


acknowledge us for her acquaintance to- 
night.“ Then, taking Emma's hand, « My 
dear girl,” ſaid he, © retain your amiable, 


natural manners, and never let example 
lead you into affectation. Be civil, but 
i - - not 
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not fervile; unite humility with the 
dignity of virtue; and calmly, but reſo- 
lutely, reſiſt preſumption.” 
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A fortnight, now paſſed without any 
particular occurrence. Mrs. Mourtray, 
being completely eſtabliſhed in town, 
buſied herſelf in enquiries how all thoſe 

of her former acquaintance, who had not 
yet waited upon her, were diſpoſed of. 
After an abſence of more than twenty 
years, great changes, of courſe, muſt have 
happened amongſt them; and ſhe found 
the numbers of thoſe ſhe had once known 5 
much reduced. 
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But thoſe few that remained were very 
ready to renew acquaintance with her, 
and to introduce her to all their's, eſpe- 
cially after they learned the improvement 
of her circumſtances ; therefore, in a ſhort 
time, ſhe had more engagements than ſhe 
could fulfil. Nothing, however, inter- 
: rupted her intimacy with Chowles and 


his 
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his relations, with whom ſhe formed 
frequent parties; but Mourtray ſeldom 


(and Emma always reluctantly) aſſociated 
with theſe peoples may to oblige her, 


3 * 
n 


I .!nhe latter frequently ſaw Lady Ilabella, 
and ſometimes met the Wilmington fa- 
mily; but the Counteſs, ever ſince the un- 
pleaſant ſcene at the opera, had honoured 
her with no further: invitations. She 
met, occaſionally, with Lord Miramont, 
in public, who always noticed her, though 
| ſometimes. only with a nod; but when, 
without his ſeeking, an opportunity pre- 
ſented itſelf for him to ſpeak to her, he 
Was gay, civil, and good-humoured ; yet 
he never gave himſelf the trouble to pay 5 
her on ene attentions. 


This was a grievous e to 
Emma, who felt, from the firſt moment 
ſhe ſaw him, a ſecret partiality in his 
favour, which each ſubſequent meeting 
increaſed, though ſhe herſelf was far from 

being 


234 
being conſcious that he had made fo 
deep an impreſſion upon her heart.— 
Perhaps, too, her vanity, that inherent _ 
defect in her character, which the admira- 15 
tion ſhe excited wherever ſhe appeared 
did not tend to correct, was as much 
wounded as her ſenſibility by the indit- 
; bevence of the DC __ 


Sydney, in "the mean while, was du. 
trious to find opportunities of ſeeing, her 
in-public, as Mrs. Mourtray ſeldom allow- 
ed him admittance into her houſe: if he 
could even only ſee his adored Emma, 
at a diſtance, he felt delighted; but when 
be could exchange a word with her, or 

be of the leaſt uſe in getting her « ſeat, 
or in afliſting her to her carriage, or in 
performing any little commiſſion, then 
his joy became exceflive ; but ſtill he was 

far too timid to ſuffer his lips to. may 1 
the ſecret of his heart. > 


As 


As for Emma, ſhe behaved to him ex- 
| aQtly in town as ſhe had done in the 
country; ſhe even eſteemed him more, 
in conſequence of knowing him better; 
but the idea of ever conſidering him in 
any other light than as a friend never 
eden to her as poſſible. 


- dis 4 whos e a 
not only what paſſed in her mind, but 
alſo in that of Sydney (ſeldom as he ſaw 
him), and who had formed the higheſt 
opinion of the excellence of his diſpoſi- 
tion, from the account he had heard of 
his conduct towards his brother, ſecretly 
wiſhed that he might gain Emma's affec - 
tions; though, from the obſervations he 
made relative to her ſentiments, he 
ſcarcely dared fatter himſelf this would 


ever happen. 


Mourtray, with many a ſigh, contraſted 
the charatter of * with that of his 
| ſon; z 
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[ 


fon; who, ſince his arrival in town, ſo 


far from giving a few hours, even in a 
morning, to ſtudy, rarely looked into a 
book ; and, indeed, was to be found any 
where elſe ſooner than in his parents' 
houſe. When not loungiag in the ſtreets, 
his time was ſtill worſe employed ; and, 


though his father did not know exactly 


how, he had every reaſon to believe, 
from the hours he kept, that he was en- 


gaged in A career of folly, if not of 
vice. 


Hitherto Mourtray, with his uſual mild- 


| neſs, had only occaſionally hinted his diſ- 
approbation of his proceedings, to which 
Henry negligently attended ; and as his 
mother never failed in hating an apology 


ready for him, he often forbore making 
any for himſelf. 


hand 


Whilſt ach; individual of his; family | 


, was purſuing his or her different amuſe- 


ments, | 


- 

ments, Mourtray himſelf was much Per- 
plexed with, his affairs; the opinions of 
the lawyers were divided concerning his 
title to the eſtate bequeathed him; and 
he was at times almoſt tempted, when 
ſome new difficulty was ſtarted, to leave 
Mr. Elward in the peaceable poſſeſſion of 
it: but then Chowles, who pretended to 
know more about the eſtate tha 2 
body elſe, would vehemently exclaim at 

the abſurdity of a man, not extremely 

rich and charged with a family, renounc- 

ing ſo valuable a property, to which he 
had an undoubted right ; offering himſelf 
to put the buſineſs into ſuch hands in the 
iſland, as would infallibly gain the ſuit; 
eagerly recommending it to be ſet on foot _ 
without delay, and to ſpare no expenſe _ 


to gain what he ventured to «firm would F | 


hereafter amply repay him. 


3 
\ 


Sometimes Chowles's arguments nearly 1 


prevailed; * — was on the 
\ point 
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point of deſiring bing to give the neceffary ” 
directions to his agents in Antigua to 
renew the ſuit; but ther; again, his natu- 
ral irreſolution preponderated, and he 
dropped the ſubject for the preſent; till, 
further urged by Chowles and Sharp, the 
other executor, he again liſtened to the 
various ſchemes they propoted, without 
adopting any of them. l 


One of hate. however dh concerned 


part of the money in Chowles's hands, 
after much indeciſion, he was at laſt, by 


this man's addreſs, induced to adopt. RF 


was to advance ten thouſand pounds in a 


ſecret commercial ſpeculation ; for which, 
during three years, he was to receive a 
very low intereſt ; but, at the end of that 


Period, Chowles clearly demonſtrated it 


would produce, with a like fum advanc- 
ed by himſelf, to both an enormous 


* 
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' Occupied, however, as Mourtray was 
with his intricate concerns abroad, he did 
not. negle&. thoſe at home. Downton, 
that object of his predileCtion, required 
-fNential repairs ; for the decayed ſtate of 
the houſe had long —_ it dangerous 
to inhabit... 55 


A man, who was a ſurveyor, but WhO 
dabbled in architecture, gardening, and 
farming, recommended by the officious 
Chowles, was ſent down to examine 
what was neceſſary to be done, and 
make his report of the capabilities of the 
place. 


n his return, he produced a plan and 
eſtimate, apparently not unreaſonable; 
which, with leſs than his uſual heſitation, 
Mourtray conſented to have accordingly 
executed. But this man, being a very 
confident and expeditious genius, con- 
ſulting more oy own intereſt than either 
| Ee that 8 
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LADY Bell gill "odio to o profeſs 
the moſt ardent friendſhip for Emma; but 
all her fondneſs did not prevent her treat- 
ing her, at times, when they met, with 
_ diſtant coldneſs, if ſhe happened t en 
be ſurrounded by people of the ton. 


A Light indiſpoſition bawug conkinc 


her for ſome days at home, as ſoon as ſhe 
recovered, ſhe frequently aſked Emma to 
walk with her in the Park; for ſhe had 


coaxed her mother's confidential phyſi- 


cian to preſcribe exerciſe for her, as abſoꝛ 


lutely neceſſary to her health; and, AC- 
companied by Madame Duplin, ſhe was 
permitted to walk as much as ſhe pleaſed: 
Attention to her health was the oſtenſible 


motive of this ſudden inclination for ex- 
erciſe; but that which really actuated 


her, ſhe hoped to keep concealed. 


- 


Vor. I. Z * M In 5 


— 
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+ In theſe walks, two ſuch lovely girls 
as Lady Bell and Emma were ſure to be 

joined by ſeveral men ; ſome accompa- 

nied them moſt of the this they ſtaid in 
the Park; others occaſionally took a turn 


or two with them; but there was one 
perſon who ſeldom quitted Raw 


* 
4 : 


This was a 1 in the Se 
of the name of Darnford; whoſe chief 
recommendation ſeemed to be large black 


eyes, a fine ſhewy figure, and an immenſe 
ſtock of aſſurance. | 


. " — 
— — * F<. 
"x" tons 


"0 ſaw, with concern, his aſſiduity 
in attending on her friend; ſhe ventured 
even to hint that it was improper to en- 
courage him ; but-Lady Bell, who only 
laughed at what ſhe called abſurd prude- 
y, diſregarded her advice, and always, 
at parting, ſaid to him“ Well, we ſhall 
meet again to-morrow. Frey for fair 
weather.“ ; . 
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In vain Emma conjured her not thus to 
make aſſignations with Captain Darnford; 
ſhe would not attend to her; therefore, 
though ſenſible this meaſure would vio- 
lently offend Lady Bell, Emma refuſed to 
_ accompany. her any more. Regard for 
her own character, as well as the hope 
of putting an end to theſe parties, dicta- 
ted her refuſal ; beſides, ſhe - conſidered 
herſelf as under obligations to Lady Wil- 
mington; and the Earl, of late, had ma- 
nifeſted a very friendly diſpoſition towards 
ber father: gratitude, then, as well as 
honour, rendered it impoſſible ſhe could 
countenance, by her preſence, meetings 
that Lady Bell owned to be clandeſtine. 
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The latter, having ineffectually exerted 
all her eloquence to ſhake Emma's reſo- 
lution, reſented it at firſt moſt violently ; 
but, finding amongſt her acquaintance 

Fes: accommodating companions, ſhe 
ceaſed to importune her, though from 
that moment ſhe conceived an ill will to- 
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' wards her, that did not eſcape Emma's 


it; but, if her favour depended on a ſer- 


family; for the Earl, who had till his 


frequently inſiſted upon having them at 
leaſt at dinner; and Lady Wilmington 


behaviour, that inſenſibly - ſhe became 
very 18 82 to her. 


and reſerve were unalterable; ſhe was 


244 


penetration, notwithſtanding Lady Bell 
ſometimes found it convenient to diſguiſe 


vile compliance with fancies prejudicial 


to both, ſhe thought it was beſt to be 


deprived of it; though till ſhe continued 
en reh attached to 8 | 


This change of ſentiment i in Tandy Bel, 


did not, however, make much alteration 


in her intercourſe with the Wilmington 


reaſons for keeping well with the Mour- 
trays, obſerving that the Counteſs had 
diſcontinued to invite them to her houſe, | 


herſelf ſaw ſo much to admire in Emma's 


: as tor | Lady, Elizabeth, her coldneſs 


Ohne 
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one of thoſe perſons whoſe feelings are 
concentrated in 1 ſelf. love. 


: 

1 One evening, n being at the opera 
e with her mother, the Proutings, and Mr. 
4 Chowles, Who now, in deſpite of her 


coldneſs, followed her like her re 

Lord Miramont came into the pit; and 
though he did not join her, ſhe obſerved 
that he hovered about, at a little diſtance, 
during a whole act; pretending, ho w- 
ever, not particularly to notice _ other- 
wiſe than by a 9 


At length, during the: dance, a vacant 
place being next- to her, he careleſsly 
ſauntered towards it; and, ſeating him- 
ſelf, began to rally ber on 1 Chowles' 's very 

marked attentions. ns 


— 
— 


This was 1 the only difagreeable 
topic of converſation that he could have 
choſen, in the opinion of Emma, who 
tried in vain to get rid of it. ; 
| „% MS: 
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„wonder,“ ſaid the Marquis, « wwhe- : 
ther his name is Henry ; for, as he calls 
vou his nut-brown maid, you cannot do 
leſs than fay, ſince he has had the cruelty 
to leave you—And where is Emma' 5 Joh, 
if Henry flies 7 „ 7 

„ ſhould much ſooner be inclined to 
. fay, and great is Emma's joy, whenever 
he is ſo obliging to depart, But,” added 
ſhe, more gravely—“ if your Lordſhip will 
be ſo good to refrain from naming this 
man to me, you will really oblige me,” 
Upon no account would 1 diſoblige 
you,“ faid he: © but will you permit me to 
ſay, I ſhould like to know, ſince poor Mr. 
- Chowles is ſo unfortunate, what ſort of a 
man has more chance of gaining you 
| favour.” | 8 | 


bets "A not thought on the ſubjeQ,” 
5 anſwered the, colouring extremely : : * nor 


is 


29 HApas 2 gn T2 
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is it worth exciting your Lordſhip's curi- 


oſity.“ 


3 ſuſpect he muſt not be fat and 
ſhort, and inelegant i in manners; but as 


accompliſhed and engaging as Prior 


makes his Henry,” 


ws 
Le 


® cies! cried 1 loa 1 diſ- 
like his character; and I never could 


read his cruel trial of Emma with * 


| tience.“ , 


Well, but the poet brought all right 


at laſt; and that is as things ſnould be; 
and you muſt acknowledge, Miſs Mour- 


tray, it afforded an opportunity to the 
heroine of the poem, to ſhe w unparalleled 


love.” 


\ 


„ More than the objec 8 for 


he ſhewed an ungenerous diſtruſt of her 
ſentiments, and little delicacy i in his own.” . 


— 
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Jou are fo good yourſelf, and re- 
fined in your notions, that you expect 
more perfection in others, than it is poſ- 
fible you ſhould ever find. Believe me, 
young men are quite different ſort of 
creatures from thoſe imaginary heroes in 
novels, deſcribed as poffeſſing every vir- 
tue, and exempt from every vice; which 
very young Ladies innocently ſuppoſe to 

be real * of life,” vs 
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Oe Indeed, i Laid Emma, vs, "1 
have not formed my ideas of either men 
or women after novels. Perfection, 1 
apprehend, is no where to be found; we 
are none of us as good as we ought to 
be; and, ſenſible of our own defects, 
we muſt view the errors of others with 
| indulgence.” 


166 1 wiſh I knew the degree af indul- 
gence,” . ſaid Lord Miramont, looking 
earneſtly at her—* you aſſi ign to. every 

ſort 
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fort of error, and which. you think en- 


titled to the moſt.” 


Ido not pretend to Judge of the con- 


duct of others,” replied ſhe; © yet I 
think it cannot admit of doubt, that 


thoſe errors are the leaſt. offenſive that 


only injure the . perſon who | commits 


them; and that thoſe that proceed ra- 


ther from a weak head, than a bad heart, 
are the moſt excuſable.” 


The return. of | . interrupted a 


_ converſation which had. been. rather in- 
tereſting to Emma, and had the effect 
to drive away the r | „ 


An ien, which Waugh faintly traced,. 
gave her, nevertheleſs,. infinite delight, 
now aroſe in her mind, that Lord 
Miramont ſaw her with ſome degree of 
purtiality : yet ſhe well knew, by all the _ 
ard ſince her. acquaintance 1n. the 85 
world became more extenſive, that he 
J certainly | 


1 8 . 
1 £ 
n 


* . 
e 


0 
P . 
* \ 
ö 2 0 
_ — i = A (4 by 
. 2 8 wy rr 
2 „ — 1 
6 tn — Wire 2 
1 — ——— — — — - 
— q —_ — HEE 
— — n ay _— 
— 2 : — 
2 * — — _ 
. * 23 —— — — — 
* - — | —_ 
N - 4 | 
4 * — — — 


8 * 4 $I. 22 — _ 2 
REF. ne. 
— — rer * 
— — — 
En —-— 3 
— — — — 
- * To 7 = 


"> = 
— 
— 


it 


1 


5 — 4 
N 1 
"#54 oy a 
Wo bh 
1 
4385-15 
nl 
F 
Tm 
4 i 
. J # 
44 i {4 
1 | | 
on; [72 
th "= > L 
44 | | 
. 
4 4 74 
N U 
n 
* of 41. 
g wi 
140 61 
1 * 
* +1 
Ki l 
A. 
1 
7 : 
OF: 
D 
Din 
„ 
1 1 
1 14 
. 35; 4s 
"- 1 
p *D 
$4 t 
5 LY 1 
T > 3*1 
! $5 
"1 34 
in 
\ 1 
N 7 v 
1-38 
N . 
bm 1 
"51; RO 
1.1; #3 
. $4 Y 
mk 
4 : 
| L =. 
1 I 
WE is it d 
1 4 
431 { 
we 314 
n 
inen 
+1, 2&4 
* ' 7 4 
8 $16 
1 
Z Y G * 
{ * 9 
in 
© is . 
x 43 
Ry | ky ? : 
1 10 
4 . 
3}. N 
1 
4 ka 324 1 
g is: +" 
i © 
170 +1 
$42 
23 * 
TT +, 
34 © l 
. "> 
#9 1 
a 
i 1 
13 . 
1 7 8 


— 77> 
N 


WL 
ak... 
OKs 


* Y FA 
* 4 
— 


nn PE in 


— 
n 


* » — — . 

OE r 
tres — — © On 

» as” 4 — "Cog * * 3 — 82 
— — . 2 1 2 2 
1 a 22 8 — 


—— 


= 
. 
"i 


LY 
1 1 
44 
»; 
189 
G 4 
$5! 
wi * 
1 
4 4 
q * 
1 


nd 
certainly was attached to Lady Fred- 
ville, who, ſhe underſtood, was ſo artful 
and infinuating a woman, that it would 


be difficult for him to break from her 
fetters. 

That he ſhould have an attachment to 
à married woman, ſhocked the delicacy 
of her principles: but though ſhe could 
not excuſe this, ſne was more diſpoſed 
to attribute his being thus entangled, to 
the arts of a wicked woman, and to 
the effects of bad example, than to the 
| depravity of his own heart. 


Could he but hat ſhe thought, 
from his improper attachment, and re- 
formed in his principles in regard to wo- 
men, how amiable he would be, and 
how happy the perſon who ſhould be- 
come his wife Who ever poſſeſſed 
more advantages united? Handſome; 


2 captivating whenever he pleaſed; ſan 
fible, Bay, and 1 3 nobly 
"on | 
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born, high i in rank; nod; without being 
very rich, having ſufficient fortune to ap- 
pear ſuitably to his Rites 


3 though a little vain, dared not, 
however, own to herſelf that ever the idea 
of being this happy woman entered her 
head: ſhe therefore perſuaded herſelf that 
her ardent deſire to ſee him detached - 
from Lady Fredville, was merely becauſe 
ſhe wiſhed to ſee bien quite Nic. 


The report of the world. concerning 
this lady was, that, in the various gallant- 
ries in which ſhe had been engaged, ſhe 
always ſhewed' leſs tenderneſs towards 
her lover than deſire of governing him; | 

which her ſuperior beauty and faſci- - . 
nating talents made no difficult aſl, © 

Though her temper was une qual and 
capricious, ſhe had the art of attachin S., 
men beyond all other women; chief, 

by ſtudying their diſpoſitions, conſulting | 
their. inclinations, . their fan- 
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cies, when ſhe wanted to carry a point; 
and, above all, by making them find in 
| her houſe the moſt perfect eaſe—every 
elegance in her eſtabliſhment, and every 
ſort of amuſement. 

— Mower Moni who had been in 
town ſome weeks, now declared to his 
father, that, finding in 'himſelf neither 
talents nor inclination for the ſtudy of the 
law, he wiſhed to obtain his permiſſion. to 
8⁰ into the l 


Mourtraydeferred, til he had 3 
eonſidered, giving any anſwer to this re- 
queſt; and poſſibly he might have pro- 
tracted it a long while, had not the matter 
reached Lord Wilmington's ears, who 
: eagerly ſeized ſo favourable an opportu- 
nity of conferring an obligation on 
the Mourtrays, by procuring, through 
his ment, a Pair of colours for ee, 


| 


4. n 
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He faid, however, nothing of this, either 
to him or his father ; for Emma was the 
perſon to whom he choſe to announce 
this event. Therefore, one day, when 
ſhe dined in Groſvenor Square, he drew 
her aſide before dinner, and faid, in a low 
voice, with his eyes twinkling, and his 
eternal grin on his face, My dear Miſs 
Mourtray, I hope, knows what a fincere 
regard, value, and eſteem I have for 
hey? and, indeed, upon her account, for 
all thofe belonging to her. It gives me, 
therefore, ſingular pleaſure, that I am 
enabled, by the intereſt [ have with my 
good friend, Lord —— to have the ho- 
nour of preſenting your Wilen with a. 
pair of colours. 


N extremely delighted with this. 
intelligence, which ſhe knew would be 
fo agreeable to Henry, made her ac- 
knowledgments with. ſo much warmthy, 


and grace, that Lord Wilmington, ſnatch,  - i 


mg her hand, gallantly preſſed it to his 
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lips; proteſting, that if, at any time, it 


could be his good fortune to be of the 
ſlighteſt uſe to her, in any way ſhe would 


do him the honour to point out, ſhe might 


command, without reſerve, a perſon who 
was entirely devoted to herſelf and 


| friends, 


He was continuing in this ſtyle, when 
= png thinking he had ſaid more 
than enough for the occaſion, and rather 
ſurprized at an extraordinary glow that 
ſuffuſed his cheeks, judged it time to draw 
back; She returned, therefore, to her ſeat, 


after making him a low courteſy, but with 


ſuch reſerve of manner as inſtantly reſtored 
to the Earl's face its wonted ſcowl; and, 
on ſome pretence, he left the room. 


ae Pray, Emma,” cried Lady Bell, 


very loud, on purpoſe that her mother 
might hear her, Pray, has papa been 

ſaying ſweet things to you? for you have 
Hada pretty long and animated tete-a-tete 


in 


, 


hand.“ 


255 


in the window ; and, if my eyes did not 


deceive me, I ſaw him kiſſing your lily 


4 
— 


« Really, Bell,” cried Lady Wilming- 
ton, angrily, © you grow inſufferably 


fooliſh. I think, at leaſt, when you chooſe 


to make your filly jokes, you might find a 
fitter een, for them than TO: fa- 
ther.” EY 


L 


* Upon * honour, mamma, 8 


ce Be ſilent; let me hear no more of 


this nonſenſe !” Interrupted. Lady Wil- 


mington : © Miſs Mourtray, come here : 
—if Lord Wilmington's communication 
is not a ſecret, r you will relate 
1 FFC 97 


bay Certainly, madam,” anſwered Em- 
ma, who fimply -mentioned the gift of 


E the colours; expreſſing her grafitude for 


it; and Lad y n perfectly 
| 25 
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atielied; 18d. ſhe was pleaſed at "the 
circumſtance, Emma, however, knew 
that there was ſome truth in Lady Bell's 


furmiſes, though ſhe was aware of her 
malicious intention of making miſchief. 


After dinner, in deſpite of her fulky 
Pooks, Emma communicated to her the 

- fubjeCt of her ſecret conference with the 
Earl; upon which. Lady Bell remarked, 
with a ſneer, that Emma's family, no 
doubt, would have cauſe to rejoice at the 
influence ſhe had obtained with her fa- 

ther.” 1 a 


Emma, hurt and ſurprĩized at this 
ſpeech, diſclaimed,. with ſome warmth, 
having ever attempted: to acquire any 
with him ; but Lady Bell; without ſpeak- 

ing, with a toſs of her head, left her, and 
for ſome time ſeldom exchanged a word 
f. with her, except in company, when ſhe 

_ Could not avoid it without mewn: der 
mother 8 W 


* 
E. 
mma: 
* 7 
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Emma had long felt, with concern, that 
ſhe had erred in the too favourable opi- 
nion ſhe had formed of Lady Bell's diſ- 
poſition; but ſhe ſtill believed ſhe had a 
very good heart; and, not being at all 

prone to fickleneſs herſelf, her attachment 
rehileg Lady Bell's s lights. 


— 


— 


| | Henry Mourtray was made ſupremely 
a by his" ſiſter's intelligence; be- 
cauſe he ſhould now wear a cockade and 
a red coat, which he fancied infinitely be- 
coming. His father received it with his 
uſual ſang froid, anknowledging himſelf, 

however, obliged to the Earl; but Mrs. 
Mourtray ſhed tears, anticipating the 
dangers to which his precious perſon 
would ye expoſed. 


I 


— 


Eee to do him juſtice, had no fear | 
 ofencountering theſe ; for, though a com- 
plete coxcomb, he certainly was extreme - 25 
ly brave and ſpirited. * 


— 


—— 
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Had it not been for this new brd 
ance of Henry's going into the army, 
. Mrs. Mourtray would have conſidered 
| © the preſent period of her life as the hap- 
'  pieſt ſhe had known fince the days of 


her romance of bread and cheeſe, and 
Es in a cottage * ended. 


As pork 0 Es had faded, her 
|  nNotionsof happineſs had undergone much 
1 alteration: now her delights were centred 
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4 in a carriage (the want of which ſhe had 
"0 o long lamented), in a good houſe i in 
1 London, and in buſtle and . 

ö i Ei. "EMO was ill the object ye her fond = 
3 affection; leſs on account of her amiable 
qualities, than becauſe ſhe was exceſſive- 
9 ly pretty. Henry, too, whom ſhe loved 
4 to exceſs, was chiefly valued for his beau 
k W ty; and the ſame want of penetration 
_ which prevented her diſcerning her 
4 daughter's ſuperior merit, rendered her 
:o blind to his foibles. As to her huſband, 
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ſhe loved him from habit ; but his abſence 


of mind, his taciturnity, his inſenſibility 
to trifles (objects to her of the utmoſt im- 
portance), often provoked her. She was, 
however, good-natured, and meant well ; 


_ therefore certainly was concerned W | 


ever ſhe ſaw him ſuffer ; but as her feel- 


ings were far from refined, her beha- 
viour, on many occaſions, rather teazed 
than relieved him: ſtill, however, he 


loyed her tenderly.” 


Hates, for ſo large a portion of her 
life, endured the inconveniences -of a 
narrow income, her chief ſolicitude was 
to procure an affluent eſtabliſhment” for 


her daughter; not, perhaps, without 
thinking 
rive from this herſelf. The immenſe 


wealth of Chowles, and all the magni- 
ficence he diſplayed, ſo completely 
dazzled her eyes, that, forgetting the _ 
diſparity of their years, the difference 
of their charafters, ſentiments, and incli- 


nations, 


of the advantages ſhe might de- 


ä - — 
2 ; f _ + j 
Þy 7 by F E= , 1 - I» N j Sx a 2 2 MAS "- 4 b — 
NP Say i 8 perl Eo . . e * 8 n 
— K Sy : k | FEY RE EIBISS.--.. 
\ 1 2 3 n —— p þ EL "A ISS OS Ec 
_ — - A — 2 A 9 p * > 1 7 Tas 
M C * | * : þ x b —— — — * n 2 = e 5 
— 4 p 4 " —_— 4 „ = En 22 — nag: - "> as 1 r Ss _— — — —— 
cl * 1 — . * ny” - _ 2 " : * — > - E 5 2 5 F : 
=> mM SS... 26. owe. ab; 2 5 = RF RE > a = 4 3s TE" U 
2 4 — pl = ah 1 . - : — n y a — 
> ap - Tre Ira Is - - . — bn — — RR —_ py _— — CEL. "EI 2 WT > = 
= > NT 3 — = * ag r 3 — 
+ — -- 2 — — — — OY — s 
— — * — &. > -4 - 1 ===. 3 _ — - — — 4 — — tl” - = * — — 
4 _ — 8 > . VE "2 IVY 
$45 ge I — " — . —— —— 7 * — — — 3 
r N vn. iEk= 2 2 5 . — 


ny ty 
4 1 iF 1 
n g R 
0 4 
by 2 5 itt 
b x l 4 iN 
* 3.4 
b . . 
, * 
* . 


14.28 
» : L 
= 6, 
_ ©. _ 
„„ 
_ - 1448 
- «; £4 wes 
'.,% - 4 kl 
,__ = 
* 
„„ 1 
ö t; ” . * 
i C _ 
1 ” 
+ * : 43 
7 4 
oY 9 
k L . = 
=T '» 
4 . 
3 © 7. 
+, 2.0 : : GC 
Is: ; 
1 > » 
- _. 
" 1 iy 
4 « ,_ 
[ —_ 
F r 
þ . 1149 1 
. 
. * 
LITER : 
4 * 
2 * 
1 
4 24 ; 
I 14 
TK . 
n N bi 
"$73 
+ 87 1 1 
BS | _  - 
„ . 


TER E — . 
Ws 1 8 2 K 
o "IAC: E 4 A > =” 1 op 
1 2 - 600 . e * 
E n { 
< * . C —_—_ F Z 4 
wn Te 


260 


nations, ſhe thought that, as he ſeemed 
extremely in love with Emma, it would 


be very Wrong to loſe an opportunity of 
5 diſpoſing of her ſo advantageouſly, and 


that her gentleneſs and pliancy of temper 


_ would prevent her making much _po- 
| ſition. 


+ 
7 ; 


Always in a hurry about every thin g, ex- 


actly the reverſe of her huſband, ſhe had 

no ſooner formed this project, than ſhe 7 
determined not to reſt till it was accom- 
Pliſhed : but in this ſhe met unexpected 


obſtacles ; for, upon diſcloſing it to 
Mourtray, he, with more fifmnefs than 


uſual, proteſted that he would never con- 
ſent even to have the ſubject mentioned 
to Emma; convinced it muſt be diſa- 
greeable to her; and added, that he him- 
. ſelf had a e to ſuch a choice. 


With Henry, Ae me ee | 


' to draw over to her opinion, Mrs. Mour- 
tray mak as little ſucceſs ; 3 for he impetu- 


only 


5 e 
ouſly exclaimed, 5 ſtepping back ſome 
paces,—* What, marry Emma, one of the 
prettieſt girls in London, to that old 
goggle-eyed fellow! Why, ſurely, ma- 


E 


I "_ have loſt your ſenſes ! 


<« Nay, batt; Hey, only think what. a | 
vaſt fortune he has!“ | 
c Out on him and his fortune, too! 
| What the devil do you ſuppoſe nobody 
but that fellow is ever to be in love with 
her? I dare ſay, whenever ſhe chooſes, 
ſhe may marry a man full as rich, without 
his being ſuch a quiz. Pray, don't name 
him again; 7 it makes me ſick to hear of 
him.“ | LE ; 


— 


Since his acquaintance began with the 
| Mourtrays, Chowles, for the firſt time in 
his life, felt a ſomething -at his heart ⁶ 
which convinced him that there were 
other paſſions full as troubleſome as covet- 
. z and he ſettled he would have 
| Emma, _ 
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Emma, coſt what ſhe would. But he 
ſoon found that he had only one ally in her 


family; and this ally powerleſs to pro- 
mote his cauſe . he perceived, there- 
fore, that, to carry it, he muſt depend 
upon himſelf alone. 


| Alihough the diſplay of his wealth 


ſeemed hitherto to have made no im- 


preſſion in his favour, he ſtill could not | 
conceive that the firſt of all goods, ac- 
cording to his ideas, ſhould fail in at- 


| traftions to another. | 


fs balls now-wete much the faſhion, 


| Chowles reſolved to give one that ſhould 


far ſurpaſs, in magnificence, all thoſe 2 
daily given by the nobility :—this, he 
hoped, would enchant Emma: but he 


had ſome difficulty in arranging this buſi- 


neſs ; for he had very few acquaintance 


at the weſt end of the town. However, 


| he was fortunately relieved by learning 


that it was now the cuſtom for perſons to 
© 


5 


fill their houſes by getting others to in- 


vite their company ; and that no more 
was expected from the owner than to 


provide the entertainment. 


Mrs. Prouting, therefore, was the agent 


he meant to empley with thoſe great 


Ladies, whoſe aſſiſtance he required on 
this occafion. Her family name was 
Chowles; but, in the early part of the 
merchant's life, when his fortune and fu- 
ture proſpects were low and humble, her 


parents and ſelf had dt diſowned 


his belonging to them: yet no ſooner 
had he, by unwearied induſtry, and ſome 


- fortunate chances, accumulated great 
wealth, than the whole family were 


eager to claim relationſhip with him. 


Old muſty parchments were produced, 
and carefully examined 2. a doubtful ſort 
of genealogy appeared, but which they 
declared was perfectly clear; and they 


decided that he Was deſcended from the 


_ fame 
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ſame ſtock as themſelves: he was, there- 
1 "RE, gratified with a long pedigree z z and, 
1 ä though he cared little about the matter, 
* at their requeſt, he took proper meaſures 5 
to blazon the arms of Chowles, | 
His en who wh: married: an indi- 
gent man of faſhion (che younger brother 
of an Iriſh peer), was one of the moſt 
eager to cultivate his acquaintance ; and, 
as his former habits of life, and his long 
abſence from England, had made him, on 
his return, feel like a ſtranger in London, 
| nothing could be' more convenient to him 
than the countenance of a woman, who, 
though little known in the firſt ſocieties, 
MM | could, at leaſt, introduce him to her own ; „ 
=== eſpecially, as the vanity of diſplaying his 
rriches was one of his predominant paſ- 
ſions. | $5) 
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Mrs. Prouting, i in return, naturally ex- 
peted many douceurs for herſelf and 

huſband - * her n Chowles had 
N | been 
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been induced to- ad the intereſt of 
his purſe to bring him into parliament; a 
material convenience to a younger bro- 


ther, who, figuring away upon a ſcanty. 


fortune, was loaded with debts. _ 


To ſpare Chowles the ennui of ſolitude 
| during the ſummer, Mr. and Mrs. Prout- 
ing obligingly took up their reſidence with | 

him in the country; and, to ſave him trou- 
ble in town, they undertook to do the 


honours of his houſe whenever he had 
company, which was frequently the 
caſe. | : 


* 


But with all this apppearance, of cor- 


diality, very little, in fact, ſubſiſted be- 


tween them.  Chowles neither wanted 
memory nor cunning ; the former faith- 


fully retained all the lights and mortt- 


fications he had experienced W 8: - 


youth, from herſelf and family ; and the 


latter penetrated through all the artful 


ſchemes chat both the huſband and wife 
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formed for the promotion of their own. 


intereſt, at his e 


Mrs. Poa who flattered herſelf 


ſhe ſhould be of immenſe conſequence at 

a fete given by her couſin, readily under- 
| took to ſpeak to ſeveral ladies, to requeſt 
they would invite, in the name of Chowles, 


a ſufficient number of faſhionable 


people to make a very brilliant ball. He 


himſelf determined to ſend a card to 


Lady Wilmington and her daughters, 
as he admired Lady Bell, and choſe to 
conſider her and her mother as acquaint- 


ances, ſince the night he had obtruded 
himſelf upon them at the opera. But 


though many of the great ladies in town 


were making intereſt to get to this ball, 


Lady Wilmington, thinking very differ- 


ently from them, received his invitation 
with diſdain, and ordered her porter to 
return the card, which, ſhe ſaid, muſt 
have been left by miſtake. Lady Iſa- 

bella, 


„ 27 5 
bella, therefore, did not go, to her very 
great mortification, to this ſplendid fete. 


So many perſons having the liberty- of 


giving invitations, the ball was one of the 


greateſt crowds ever known, and occa- 


Il. 


ſioned innumerable mortifications to 


| Chowles ; for, i in general, the fine people 
aſſembled paid very little attention to 


him, unleſs it were to.laugh at, or / make 


him ironical compliments. Some thought 


only how they ſhould eſcape home un- 


hurt ; others were intent merely on their 


own amuſement : ſome, indeed, admired 


his fine plate, and the decorations of the 


apartments; but this gratification to his 


vanity was ſadly counterbalanced by the 
torture it gave him to ſee greaſy heads 
leaning againſt his filk hangings ; warm 
hands paſſing over his highly-varniſhed 


cabinets ; and his capital pictures viewed - 


with the tips of fingers.” 7 


* | V 


Emma, the ſecret object i the ts, 
and whoſe ſmiles might have conſoled 


„ kim 
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him for all theſe grievances, did, indeed, 
by her mother's command, conſent to 


dance with him; but before they had 
gone down three couple, not without in- 


finite labour, a very great lady with a 


large party ſuddenly puſhing their way 


into the room, Chowles, by their ir- 


ruption, was ſeparated from his partner, 


whom he never could find again, till, 


overcome with heat, fa: *1gue, and vexa- 
tion, he found himſelf unable to renew 


the dance. 


i His only hope now was, -that ſupper 


would afford him ſome reſt, and that he 
ſhould have the comfort of ſitting near 
Emma; but he was ſo much annoyed 


with the ſcramble. and. confuſion of 


people getting to the ſupper-room, that 
he gaſped for breath as he ſunk into a 


| ſeat, with which he was. complimented, 


next to an N old Dacheſs. 


= 


The fine ſpeeches that ſhe and ſeve- 
ral other perſons made him, on the 
1 mani. 


7. 


magnificenct of the entertainment, ſome- 
| what cheered his ſpirits, till, unfortunate- 
ly, they were again depreſſed by ſeeing, 
as he ſtood up to take a view of the 
company, at another table, Emma, more 
lovely than ever; her eyes lighted 
with pleaſure ; ; ſitting next to Lord Mi- 
ramont, who ſeemed unuſually attentive. 
to her, * . 


This, indeed, was one of the moſt 
agreeable evenings the had ever known; 
for ſhe had danced with the Marquis, 
and afterwards he had placed himſelf by 
her fide, at ſupper, Immediately after 
it ended, he went away; but as ſhe 
loved dancing, and then had fo excellent 
a partner.as Sydney, ſhe endeavoured not 
to regret the other. Yet, as ſoon as ſhe 
bad gone down the dance, the charms of 
the ball ceaſed for her; and, to avoid 
converſing with Sydney, ſhe preſſed her 
e- mother to go} n „33 
ee "M's ** 


— OE. x 


TTT. 
0 7 85 
Mrs. Prouting, though ſhe had been 
leſs diſappointed than her couſin, had not 
met with half the attention ſne expected; 
therefore, ſhe did not contradi& him 
when. he aſſerted, after the houſe was 
| clear, that, in entertaining very fine folks, 
who thought their company did bim 
| honour, he had put himſelf to a very 
enormous expenſe, and ſuffered .incre- 
dible fatigue, to very little purpoſe. 
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; CHAP. Xll. 


A FEW days . the ball, Emma 
received a letter from Du Maſſon, with 
whom ſhe occaſionally correſponded ; | 
which, after ſlightly touching upon his 
-own affairs, contained a detail of circum» 
ſtances of uncommon diſtreſs that had 
come to his knowledge, relative to a 
French family of the firſt diſtinction, lately 
arrived in England, and now lodging (as 
he ſaid) in a garret, in a ſmall ſtreet, near 
the Haymarket 


Du Maſſon had monly eloquence i in his 
ſtyle ; and, though not inſenſible to the 
diſtreſſes of, any unfortunate perſon, to 
thoſe of his countrymen he was ſüſcep- 
tible beyond meaſure, provided they were 
bons Catholiques and Royaliftes. * He 
| concluded a moſt pathetic narration, by 

. conjuring 


ay + 
| conjuring Emma to find out theſe noble 
emigrants; and, as far as poſſible, by 


herſelf and friends, to afford them . 
lief. 


> x _—_ — 1 hs \ 
. 8 
0 5 l = 9 — « — 0 * 
* — 4 Y 
a * — *7 2 * es of Zeng 4 I * : 
—— : RE 
= — 4 
ey 8 * — — = 
— — * — => -* - n — 4 — — A 
— — — r * "2 1 1 — 
K — — F : as. Doe — e 
OR 5 — 8 4 "SP = > x8” - - : = * 
X a - —-— * =>" a 8 3 
rs — 8 — — — — — n 
r — tt — _ ENS Cora e = = - SB AS” 
"Ni — — - IP OED 
— 2 — * - o * 
— * * : 
* . 1 7 


Much leſs than he faid would live” 
ſuffced to melt her ſoft heart into pity, 
and to ſtimulate her to make every exer- 
tion in favour of theſe ſufferers. But, un- 
- fortunately, her purſe, at this time, hap- 
pened to be at a very low ebb; for, with 
more vanity than prudence, ſhe had ſpent 
in dreſs no trifling ſum ; and, aſhamed of 
applying to her father again, who had ſo 
liberally ſupplied her, ſhe ſat deſpondent, 
lamenting her own extravagance. | 
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From her Wo the had no hopes of 
aſſiſtance; for, beſides obſerving / that her 
compaſſion never-extended to foreigners, 
ſhe well knew that ſhe was continually 

making new purchaſes; not ſo much in 
_ the ornamental way, as in what ſhe called 

great bargains, which ſhe treaſured up | 
nog or TT for 


: . 
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for future occaſions 3 and. ſhe often 6 
grumbled that her huſband, who had got | 


ſuch an increaſe of fortune, inſtead of 
letiing her ſpend what ſhe thought ne- 
ceſſary to appear in a proper ſtyle in 


London, rather choſe to throw away his 
money in abſurd alterations at Downton, | 


which would always be a dull out-of-the- 
way place; and alſo in idle projects and 


ſpeculations, which ſhe neither did, nor 


wiſhed to underſtand. 


4 


Emma's only bope, Metec Hl on 
a few of her opulent acquaintance, whoſe 
benevolence ſhe determined to ſolicit on 
this occaſion, but not till ſhe herſelf had 
| inveſtigated the real ſituation” of the 


| French family ; for which- purpoſe, with- 
out declaring her deſign, ſhe borrowed 
her mother's earriage the following morn- 
ing; and, leaving it in the' Haymarket, 
ſhe ſallied forth, attended by a footman, 
in. . ſearch of the houſe: deſcribed by Du 

5 N 5 


N | 


„ 
* which, after ſome cific, ſhe 
found. 


It was a little mean place, in a bye 
ſtreet, the lower part of it occupied by a 
turner's ſhop ; the firſt floor by a woman, 
who waſhed and mended lace ; and the 
upper rooms by theſe unfortunate emi- 
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grants. 
It did not occur to her, till the moment 


that a dirty maid opened the ſtreet door, 

that her viſit to theſe ſtrangers might ap- 
pear odd and impertinent; but, having 
got ſo far, ſhe determined to proceed; 
and after preſenting them, in the name gf 
Du Maſſon, with a ſmall packet, con- 
taining three guineas, ſealed up in a 
piece of paper (all ſhe poſſeſſed) ſhe re- 
ſolved to depart inſtantly „without waiting 

til they e it. 
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Upon her enquiry whether bo al 
ſee the French Ladies, the maid anſwered 
| „ 7 in 
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in the affirmative; and, preceding ber up 
ſtairs, opened a door, crying out, One 
wants you, Ma'am:“ then, beckoning to 
Emma to enter, ſhe cloſed the door after 
her; and the former found herſelf awk- 
wardly obtruded on ſtrangers, who ſeemed 
not leſs diſconcerted than herſelf NY her 
abrupt entrance. | 


She ventured, however, to apologize 
in French; and, as ſhe ſpoke, the ſoftneſs 

+ - 6 he# accent, the reſpectful civility of 
her expreſſions, and the blaſhes which 
covered her cheeks, wrought ſo power- 
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: fully in her favour, that the elder of two 
Ladies in the room ſprang towards her, N 
f exclaiming, os Seigneur Dieu ! mais Ceſt . 
of un Ange, qui nous tombe du Cart t- 7 i 
A : | F 
5 * ha preſented 1 packet, as a 5 
85 commiſſion with which ſhe had been 
charged, ſhe ſaid, by M. Du Maſſon, her 

. friend; and, to avoid anſwering any queſ- 

10 tions, ſhe was FR to retire. © 

ed N 6 e But 
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But * old Lady, looking W 
ſaid ſhe knew no perſon of that name, 
excepting a poor old prieſt, an emigrant, 
like herſelf, with whom, however, ſhe 
had a very flight acquaintance; and, 
tearing open the paper, ſhe inſiſted it was 


impoſſible he could ſend her the en- 
cloſet. TS 


« If, Madam,” ſaid Emma, © it is the 
-Ducheſs of — whom I have the 


honour of addreſſing, there certainly i is no 


miſtake; and, having performed my com- 
miſſion, I beg . to wiſh her a 4 


. 7 


The Ducheſs made a e of aſtoniſh- 
ment upon hearing her name, and her 


eyes filled with tears, whilſt ſhe ſeemed 


heſitating, whether ſhe ſhould keep the 
money fhe ſtill. held in her hand. At 


length ſhe ſaid, « My pride,. I know, is 
blameable: : it ought to ſtoop to our 'hu- 
| _ miliating, wretched fituation ; if not on 


my 


: ann 
my own account, for the ſake of thoſe - 
helpleſs innocents (pointing to two chil- 

dren): I will, therefore, Vecept of this 
: "_— come whence it t may. 


The air of Has * accompanied 
her words, gave her rather the appearance 


of conferring than receiving a favour; 


yet 1t was but too evident, that never 
people ſtood more in need of aſſiſtance 
than herſelf and N * | 

She was a tall aoble-looking woman, 
a little bent, ſeemingly more by ſorrow 
than by age; and her whole perſon de- 
noted want and neglect. 

An old man, whom ſhe introduced as: 
her huſband, and who bowed, without 
ſpeaking, whether from natural or ac- 


perhaps, been deadened by his ſufferings, 
ſeemed to take no intereſt in what was. 


N He ſtood immoyeable by ws 
| fire, 
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quired inſenſibility, bis feelings having, 
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fire, watching a ſaucepan; and his dreſs, 
which was an old velvet coat, a bag wig, 


and, over that, a dirty night cap, fingu- 
larly contraſted with his occupation, 


By 2 window ia a young woman; 
who, after riſing, for an inſtant, when 
Emma entered the room, reſeated herſelf, 
and continued her work, as if ſhe grudged 
every minute ſhe paſted unemployed — 
She was very pretty, though pale and. 
languid, and Emma felt particularly in- 
tereſted for her. 


The Ducheſs apologized, that her 
daughter-in-law continued at her needle. 
« Alas!” faid ſhe, „ ſhe works from 
day-break till very late at night, to get 
bread for her poor children. 8 


The ee now, for an inſtant, was 
ſuſpended, whilſt the young woman held 
her hand over her eyes, with an expreſhon 

of woe, which n to the heart 
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of Fine hb was of the point of ad- 
vancing to ſay ſomething conſo oling to her; ; 


but the checked herſelf, feeling. it in- 


delicate to notice her emotion ; aa; not 


to treſpaſs longer on this family, ſhe took 


her leave, firmly reſolved to try to procure 
them, at leaſt, the neceſſaries to comfort 
and cleanlineſs; for ſhe had obſerved 
that they had only one wretched bed, 


| beſides a ſtraw -mattreſs, ſpread on the 


floor, upon which were lying the two 


children. Three half-broken chairs, and | 
an old table, completed their ſtock ' of 


furniture. That day ſhe was to dine at 


| Chowles's ; and there ſhe hoped, where 


there was ſuch unbounded wealth, ſhe 


might eaſily obtain a trifle for her pur- 


poſe. The interval before dinner was ſo 
| ſhort, when ſhe got to Hanover Square, 


© _ that no opportunity offered of mentioning 


_ what filled all mam ts 


— 


0 
\ 


Bit, after dinner, when coffee was 


brought into the men, to the | 
JT" 4 
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Ladies; conſiſting only of herſelf, TY mo- 
ther, and Mrs. Frouting, ſne determined 
to make her firſt attack on the ch arity of 
the latter. In as few words as poſſible 
ſhe began relating her little tale; when 
Mrs. Mourtray, interrupting. her; ſaid, 
e T am quite tired of ſtories of emi- 
grants ;” and Mrs. Prouting, ſuddenly 
ſtarting up, exclaimed,. © O Lord! talk- 
ing of emigrants! I have ſuch a treaſure 
to ſhew you!“ and then, for an inſtant, 
diſappearing, ſhe returned with a little 
white barbet in her arms. Did you: 
ever ſee ſuch a love?” cried ſhe. 
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« Very pretty, indeed!“ ſaid Emma, 
1 c but. let me finiſh. my ſtory : I am ſure 
itt will move you very much.“ 1 


_ 8 let me tell you How I came 

by my dog - Think of my luck in get- 
ting him, and ſo cheap too 0 only eight : 
— Ei. 775 


3 5 ub Very 


2 


« Very fortunate; indeed —01 that 
you would but give me on the quarter 
of this ſum for the poor „„ 


« Look at his pretty black eyes! ! Do 


you know he can lay in my muff; but 


he ES a nice bed, that he ſhall! py 


„ The people I am telling you of "I 


a moſt wretched bed, and only that, and 
one mattreſs, amongſt them all!“ 


« Shocking indeed | Don't you think 
he ought. to be ſhaved to look. like a 


lion?“ 


— 


* Indeed, I do not know,” cried | 


Emma, quite diſguſted ; and, though al- 
moſt hopeleſs of ſucceſs, bent on perſe- 
verance. © Let me entreat you,” ſhe 


continued, © to contribute ſome trifle; 1 
ſould think myſelf obliged to you for 


- half. -a-guinea.” 
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| neſs, gave her 
ing ſaid, coldly, «You mean, I ſuppoſe, 
to make a raffle? I am very ready to 
| ſubſcribe, as far as à guinea, if they have 


- 


mM 
Mrs. Mourtray, moved by her earnelſt- 
a guinea ; but Mrs. Prout- 


got any pretty things to diſpoſe of; but 
I ſhould like, firſt; to know what they ate, 


and if you have ſeen them.” 


I have ſeen nothing, Madam, but 
extreme want and miſery ; however, I 


will trouble you no further on. the ſub- 


1 


" Really, Miſs Mourtray, 3 you cannot 
think how very poor J am.“ 


„ Vet, Madam, you can give eight 


ieee for a dog! 5 


5. Proating coloured, and the en- 


trance of the Gentlemen put an end to 


the converſation. Mourtray, his ſon, and 


may, accompanied Chowles: the latter 
© ISS | : | FIN | had 


a N 


e 
had taken a fancy to Sydney the night : 
he gave the ball; becauſey though not 
invited. by him, he had ſhewn him the 


_ civility and attention he thought due to 
the maſter of the entertainment. 


Though Ri had 33 ſo ill 


in her benevolent deſign with Mrs. Prout- 
ing, ſhe entertained very ſanguine hopes 


of being made ample amends by Chowles, 


who was ſo profuſe i in his expenſes, that, 


if even his heart was not warmed by 


charity, he would be liberal from often» 


tation, eſpecially as he ſeemed ſo deſirous 


of nnn 


Inſtead, therefore, of voiding bim, as 
uſual, ſhe remained on a ſopha, i in a niche, 
at a little diſtance from the reſt of the 
company, where, as ſhe expected, he 


joined her. Suſpecting that a pathetic 


tale would make little impreſſion on his 


dull organs, ſhe jocoſely told him that ſhe 


had a e on his purſe; and having a 
43 5 igh * 


„ 
high opinion of his humanity, had no 
doubt of receiving an immediate proof of 
it, in favour of a very giſtreſſed French 
family. : 


- 


Chowles, who was highly delighted at 
her eagerneſs to ſpeak to him, let his 
under lip gradually fall as ſhe proceeded 
in her ſpeech, and ſeemed much puzzled 
what to anſwer, However, after aſſuring 
her that he would do any thing ſhe 
| Pleaſed, he endeavoured to turn off t the 
diſcourſe, 

This Ems would not ſuffer ; and, to 
bring him to the point at once, ſhe ſaid ;— 

=08 Well, Mr. Chowles, how far do you. 


mean to indulge yourſelf in giving to 
theſe noble ſufferers ?* . 


Ul 


* 


7 aol, indeed! wy ſort 7 in- 
dulgence, by jingo! ” —adding, in a mum- 
bling voice, ſomething about dupes, im- 
poſtors, and F rench cheats; which Emma 
interrupted | 


lira oe ſaying, he had witneſſed | 
herſelf the diſtreſs ſhe related. 


Mourtray,” ſaid he, © and it is all mighty | 
kind I hear every day, and give here, and 


myſelf; and then who would encourage 
the arts, as I have a pride in doing? — 


285 


« Ol 1 kh no PWT. of this, Miss 


moving, to be ſure. But, Lord bleſs you, | 
if I was to liſten to half the ſtories of the 


give thete, I ſhould not have a farthing 


Not your fine Lords, I am ſure: their 
money goes more readily to the gaming : 
table; but I tell you, Miſs Mourtray, it is 
ſuch honeſt fellows as me, who, by their 
own . induſtry, have made their fortunes, 
and have the ſpirit to _ it N 


99 


„„ 
© It is on that liberality of mind 1 


— ' interrupted Emma; therefore 
I apply to you in preference to others.” 


cc O, cer- 


_ TRY 
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| | ” o, certainly! you are quite right. = 
[| But, as I was going to tell you, if a man 
| has a capital picture, or any thing elſe 
| that is curious on his hands, why, he na- 
| turally brings it to Simon Chowles ; for 
| if I'm the perſon, do you ſee, who, without 
. ; baggling, pays down, at once, his money, 
and there's an end of it; for, you know, 
il © hate ſhabby _ 
| | „ Wouldto God you loved benevolent 
. | ones! Then you would open your purſe 
'| on this nnen | | 
| „O! I will! but tell me what re- 
1 compenſe will you make me? I know 
| - what would make me give you any thing, 
i 0 even my old Japan cabinet.” | 
WW  <«< Your old Japan cabinet !” repeated 
=__ Emma, repenting exceedingly that ſhe 
| j f had been pleading to ſuch a man 1 
WO want nothin 8 vir, from you for myſelf, 
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and 1 am ſorry to have even a ſpoken to 
you in behalf of others,” | 


« Lord bleſs me!” cried Chow 


preventing her from moving: * Lord 


_ bleſs me! How eaſily beauties, and fine 


Ladies, take offence | Why, now, did not 


I, at the firſt, tell you J would do ſome- 
thing for theſe — folks?“ 


ns L beg your — Sir, if I miſ- 
underſtood you; and 1 rejoice, for your 


own ſake, that your heart is not in- 


acceſſible to pity.” 

« Will your's feel. any for me, my 
pretty nut- brown?“ ſaid Chowles, ogling 
1 as he thought, en, 


« J 3 FER told you, Sir: that I do 


not underſtand your taking the liberty of 
thus addreſling me; and, as I ſee you 


are again wandering from vo ſ ubject we 
were e [ ſhall leave you.” 


Py 


cc Well 
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Well, to pleaſe you, and make my 
peace, you may tell theſe people to call 

upon my clerk, at the counting-houſe, 

and he will ſee what can be done for 


them.” : 


* 


«© Good Heaven, Mr. Chowles ! ; 

forget their rank in life! I am ſure J 

could not propoſe t to them fo Segrating 
2 p. 


1 Odds bobs 3 you talk! I like 
beggars being degraded, indeed! But, to 
Ffatisfy you, I will ſee them myſelf, if they 
will call here any day, at four o'clock.” 
But Emma, who now dreaded the 
coarſe - mode in which he would give 
relief, declined accepting any from him, 
and haſtened to o Join her mother. ; 


Sydney, without meaning to liſten, had 
dver-heard great part of tlie dialogue be- 


tween her and Che nes, which he con- 
feſſed 7 
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feſſed to her, at the ſame time requeſting | | 
ſhe would allow him to fend five guineas | 


to her protegtes, to which ſhe conſented 
with thanks. 


Emma, in her way home, determined | 


that ſhe would apply next to Lady Wil- j 
mington; who, being ſo nobly born her- 4 
ſelf, would undoubtedly, ſhe thought, 
hear with commiſeration of the unmerited | 
misfortunes of perſons of her own rank; {| 
and that her ſentiments muſt be very dif- [ 
| ferent from thoſe of the groveling Chowles, G 


whoſe character was a compound of b 
meanneſs and oſtentation, | 


Eager to make this experiment, Emma 
went the next morning to W e " 
Square and, to her no ſmall ſatisfaction, 
found the Counteſs at home, and with 
her none but her daughters, and Lord 


9 
e l.. 0 


1 
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After the diſcouraging events of the 
preceding evening, ſhe: could not relate 
her tale without ſome degree of heſita- 
tion : and ber voice faltered as ſhe 
added—that, knowing Lady Wilmington's 
goodneſs, ſhe preſumed to ſolicit her 
aſſiſtance on this occaſion. 5 


While ſhe had been . her 
Ladyſhip had not attempted to interrupt 
her: ſhe was too well bred; but ſhe 
could not entirely ſuppreſs ſome very diſ- 
heartening yawns, which Emma conſtrued 
as a moſt unfavourable preſage of what 
Was to follow . 


«© This is a very „ Aiſmall 550, l indeed, 
Miſs Mourtray!“ ſaid ſhe, I really wiſh 
you had not told it me; for, you know, 
1 am extremely nervous, and I ſhall not 
get it out of my head all the day. Be- 
ſides, the Fontelicus are a branch of the 


20¹ 
Duc de- 
hand with Will m the Conqueror,” 


« ] ES Midam,” han Emma, with | 


2 ſpirits, © I knew that [ might 
depend VeRO: your b evolence.” 
« You de me bat e 
you my word, I will take the earlieſt op- 


portunity of leaving my name with * 
Ducheſs,” 


« My Sick Madam ps "aka 8 


* though a viſit from your Ladyſhip 
mighi gratify her extremely, if ſhe could 
receive you properly, it ig at preſent 
more urgent (if you will excuſe my ſay- 


ing it) to aſſiſt her with common ne- 
ceſlaries.” “. 


85 Very true; but, unfortunately, you 
come at a moſt unfavourable moment; 
for both laſt night, and the night before, 
I loſt no leſs than five and twenty gui- 
„ neas! 


8 family: they came to Eng- 
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neas! Lady managed the pool, 
and ſcolded all the time; ſo no wonder I 
loſt ; and little Lord , Who can do 
nothing elſe but play at cards, loſt twice 
as. much, becauſe he played longer ; and 
then, afterwards, he went to faro, which 
I never play at.“ 


_ « Your Ladyſhip was, indeed, very un- 
lucky; but you may recover your loſſes, 
which, I apprehend, will not be the caſe 
with the Poor r 


1 uſed to dont” upon the French,“ 
cried Lady Bell, who had not yet ſpoken: 
« formerly they ſet us beautiful faſhions, 
and they were gay, and quite the thing. 
But now I /hirk them; for they look fo 
ſhabby, and are become ſo trouble- L 
ſome.” REY 


— 


« Is not that rather their misfortune, 
than their fault?” aſked Emma. 


cc May 
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1 May be ſo; but, to avoid ee 
_ plaguing me, I make it a rule to have 
nothing to lay to them.” 


Emma, who attended little to hay 
Bell, and who durſt not renew her appli- 
cation to her mother, ſat penſive; only 
| now and then ſhe ventured to caſt an 
anxious look towards Lady Wilmington, 
to watch for ſome favourable indications 
of benevolence in her countenance, to- 


wards thoſe whom ' ſhe had eagerly ac- 


: knowledged, as pant of her Lord's family. 


The e who 2 bo cat, 
after a ſhort ſilence, ſaid, *I ſhall cer- 
tainly, hereafter, do ſomething to make 
this poor: Ducheſs more comfortable 4- but, 

at preſent, the ſmall trifle I have at my 

command is neither 1 for me to ſend, 
nor for her to receive.“ She ſpoke theſe 
words with great dignity and ſelf. appro- 
bation, ang then left the 1 room. 


0 3 i Lady 


ad 


0 


his ps, 


2294 
Lady Elizabeth had already glided | 


away.; and Lady Bell proteſted ſhe had 


not a fix-pence in her pocket, which 


Emma readily believed, knowing that ſhe 


conftantly exceeded her allowance, con- 
trated debts, and ſometimes even con- 
deſcended to borrow of her. Had Lord 


Wilmington been preſent, Emma might 
have been tempted to apply to him; 


though, fince the converſation that took 
place relative to the colours, ſhe had been 
35 mY of kung to him. 


But Ty Miramont's 8 urin. 


the courſe of her viſit, filled her witty 


amazement and vexation. He had ſtood 


the whole time, lolling over the back of 
a chair, now twirling : a whip, then hum- 
ming an opera air, totally inattentiye to 


what was paſſing, and not once * 8 


7 ü . 


Enxceſſively 
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Exceſſively provoked at ſuch inſenft 
bility; Emma would not deign to apply 
to him, and ſcarcely coufteſying as ſhe 
_ paſſed him to leave the room; ſhe 
began, in her way home, to ſcrutinize” | 
her heart, with an uncommon degree of 
+: 


« How came I,” thought ſhe, « ever 

0 be faſcinated by this man? It muſt 

have been by his exterior alone, and the 

| ſplendour of his fituation! What wretched 

motives for my fooliſh predilection Vet 

I muſt own, that he is very agreeable and 

| good-humoured : ſo are many worthleſs 
| people. But what are Lord Miramont's 
f. - . purſuits? Can I recolle& any other than 
- _ _ - thoſe that tend to the gratification of his 
_ paſſions? How Mts did he "pan 

juſt now!” 


od 


EY 


— 


She was s continuing theſe raileQions, 
when they were intetrupted by hearing 
herſelf 
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herſelf called by the object o of them, who, 
with a quick _ * her. 55 


D 


4 1 fared” fab hee *cE: e n 5 
eſcaped in time to have the un of 
overtaking you, Miſs Mourtray.“ | 


Emma, coldly, want her head, but went 
on in ſilence. 


p— — 


ce Do you know,” continued he, * if 
1 were anxious to gain a cauſe, I ſhould 
wiſh extremely to retain you to plead it; 
for — dwells in your eyes and 
voice... I 
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I have no reaſon to think ſo,” replied 

ſhe, gravely, diſpleaſed with his flattery ; 
for my firſt attempts in this way have 
been * unfortunate.” 
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7008 Only with thoſe perſons, who, for 
various reaſons, were likely to be callous. 
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My aunt, though ſhe has many excellent 
qualities, is, as you cannot be ignorant, 
rather lofty in her ideas: her pride would 
not ſuffer her to preſent a ſmall donation; 
and, I ſuppoſe, ſhe really juſt now has 
not much to beſtow; for, before you | 
came, ſhe had been lamenting her extra- 
ordinary ill luck at cards; and people, 
_ © after loſing, are not apt to be yer 
liberal, 3 8 


" I ſuppoſe fo,” was Emme s laconic 
reply. | 


a Many in regard to my couſins,” con- 
tinued he, © what could you expect 


from them? The decoration of their per- 


ſons, I dare ſay, entirely exhauſts their 
finances; and they have no care, or bu- 
ſineſs, in this world, but to look pretty. 
Thus you ſee, Madam, I have accounted 
why the hearts of three of your auditors 
were ſhut againſt you. The fourth, Who 
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frankly. avows he lives for "PW clots 


always haſtens to get rid of all un- 
pleaſant: fenſations : your ſtory imprinted 


ſome on my mind; I, therefore, hurried * 


after you, to entreat your acceptance of 


this; and | he preſented her with a 
fly pound note 


bluſhed deeply as ſhe received 


it: O! Lord Miramont !” cried ſhe, 


| e how unjuſtly I a of you! I am 
Quite aſhamed of mydcif. NY 


I 


« You have no nk to accuſe your- 


ſelf,” faid he: I am very ſenſible my 


acquits me of inhumanity. I did not, 


however, wiſh to make a parade of my 

feelings in Groſvenor Square, where they 
would be little underſtood ; but to you 1 Y 
wiſhed to diſcloſe meme.” 


. - 


Emma, 


tions but too often depoſe againit my 
moral character; but my heart, at leaſt, 
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Emma, equal] y deli ghted and ſurprized, N 


made him a thouſand acknowledgments 
of gratitude; and, as he did not leave 
ber till ſhe reached her father's door, 


ſhe had time to relate every particular; 
not only relative to the Ducheſs, but 
likewiſe of the ſcene that paſſed in 


Hanover * which diverted him 


* e , 
extremely. 8 
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